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DIALOGUE 


WHICH PASSED BETWEEN | 


Scipio and Berganſa. 


Scipio, RIEND Berganſa, let us leave 
the hoſpital this night to pro- 
vidence, and retire to this un- 

frequented place, where we may enjoy, 

without being heard, this uncommon he 
vour which heaven has granted to us both 
at the ſame inſtant. 

Berganſa. Scipio, Ihear you ſpeak, and I 

am ſenſible I ſpeak to you, and yet I can- 

not believe it, becauſe I think our ſpeaking 

Is ſo ſupernatural. 

Sap. What you ſay, Berganſa, is very true, 
and * F is ſo — the RT, in 
that 


6 
that we not only ſpeak, but with judgment, 
as if we were capable of reaſoning, this be- 
ing the only difterence between brutes and 
men, that man 1s a rational, and a brute 
irrational creature. | 
Berg. I underſtand, Scipio, all you fay ; 
and that you are able to ſpeak, and I to 
underſtand, excites in me new admiration 
and aſtoniſhment: It is true, that in the 
courſe of my life, I have many times 
heard our ſuperior excellence, above other 
animals, ſpoken of; and that ſome have 
thought that we have a natural inſtinct fo 
quick and penetrating in many things, that 
it differs little from the faculty of rea- 
ſoning. | 
Scip. What I have heard moſt extolled, is 
our great memory, our gratitude, and aur 
fidelity, fo that it is cuſtomary to paint us 
as a ſymbol of friendſhip; and in like man- 
ner you may have ſeen, (if you have ever 
minded it) that on thoſe marble monuments, 
Where the perſons who are interred beneath 
are preſented, when they are man and wife, 
they place at their feet the figure of a dog, 
denoting, that during their life-time, they 
preſerved an inviolable friendſhip and fide- 
lity to one another. 17 
Berg. I know well enough, that there have 
been dogs · ſo loving, that they have thrown 
„ „ them- 
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themſelves into the ſame grave with the dead 
bodies of their maſters; others have ſtaid 
upon their maſters graves without ſcarring 
a moment from them, and have voluntarily 
ſtarved themſelves to death, refuſing to 
touch the food that was brought them: 1 
know likewiſe, that after the elephant, the 
dog holds the firſt place for ſagacity; next 
the horſe; and laſtly the ape. 
Scip. I allow it to be fo; but ſtill you 
muſt own, that you have never either ſeen 
or heard that any elephant, dog, horſe, or 
ape, ever ſpoke. From. whence I conceive, 
that this our ſpeaking ſo of a ſudden, falls 
under the denomination of thoſe things 
which are called prodigies; which, when 
they happen, experience has ſhewn, that 
ſome great calamity threatens the world. 
Berg. I believe, indeed, that this pre- 
ſages no good to the world; for I heard a 
ſtudent ſay, a few days ſince, going through 
Alcala de Henares — l 
Scip. What did you hear him ſay? _ 
Berg. He ſaid, that out of five thouſand. 
| ſtudents that frequented the univerſity that 
year, two thouſand of them ſtudied. phyſic. 
Scip. But what do you infer from that? 
Berg. I infer, that either theſe two thou- 
and phyſicians muſt always keep people 
| tick, that they may have employment, 
B 2 (which 
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(which would be a ſufficient plague and 
misfortune to the world) or elſe they them- 
ſelves muſt ſtarve: But let it be as it will, 
we ſpeak, be it a prodigy or not, for what 
heaven has ordained ſhould come to pals, 
no human prudence or diligence can. pre- 
vent; and Seeds we have no occaſion to 
diſpute by what means, or wherefore we 
ſpeak; but it will be better, ſince we now 


have the opportunity, and know not how 


long this our good fortune will laſt, to make 
the beſt uſe of it we can, and let us talk all 
this night, without giving way to ſleep, 
that it may not deprive us of this pleaſure, 
ſo long wiſhed for by me. 

Berg. And by me allo; for ever fince 1 
could gnaw a bone, I have been very de- 
ſirous to ſpeak, that I might tell the things 
which I have kept in memory, the ideas of 
which, by 1 of time, and the variety 
of them, were either very much confuſed, 
or elſe quite forgotten: But now that I ſee 
myſelf ſo unexpectedly enriched with this 
divine gift of ſpeech, I think to enjoy it as 
much as I can, and make the beſt uſe of it, 
by telling every thing that I can recollect, 


although it may be in a confuſed and undi- 


geſted manner; for I know not how ſoon 

this bleſſing which is now lent me, may be 

required again. | Lo ION =, 
„ X Scip. 


1 | 

Scip. Let this be the method, friend Ber- 
ganſa. This night you ſhall give me an- 
account of your life and adventures to the 
preſent time; and, if to-morrow night we 
enjoy the gift of ſpeaking, I will relate 
mine to you ; ; for it is better to ſpend the 
time in relating our own affairs, than en- 
deavouring to know other people's. 

Berg. L have always, Scipio, accounted 
you diſcreet, and now I do it more than 
ever, ſince, as a friend, you are willing to 
impart to me your adventures. I ſhall in 
like manner inform you-of mine, agreeable 
to the time thus appointed, But 1ee, firſt, 
i no one hears us. 

Scip. Not a ſoul, I believe, for although 
there is hard by a ſoldier taking ſweats,. 
yet at ſuch a time he will be more ready to- 
fleep, than to hearken to any one. 

Berg. Well, if I can ſpeak with ſo.-much: 
ſecurity, give attention, and if I-{hould tire 

u with my relation, ether chide mes. or 
bid me hold my peace. 

Scip. Speak till morning, or until we are: 
heard. I ſhall hearken to you with a great. 
deal of pleaſure, without nderung you, 
unleſs I ſee it neceſſa 

Berg. 1 conjecture, chat the ürſt time L 
faw the light, was in a ſlaughter-houſe at. 
Seville from whence I ſhould conclude, 
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(was it not for that which I ſhall acquaint 
you with preſently) that I was deſcended 
trom ſome of thoſe maſtiffs which are train'd 
up by the ſons of noiſe and confuſion, com- 
monly called butchers : The firſt maſter 1 
had, was one Nicholas the Flat-noſed, a luſty 
young fellow, as deceitful and choleric as 
the reſt of his brother butchers; this ſame- 
Nicholas taught me and my fellow puppies 
to run at bulls, and catch them by the ears; 
at which maxim I foon became very expert. 
Scip. I do not wonder at it, Berganſa, for 
as we are naturally prone to ill, we quickly 
learn to practiſe it. | 
Berg. What would you have ſaid, Scipio, 
if you had ſeen what I ſaw in the ſlaughter- 
houſe, and the extravagant things which 
are tranſacted there? In the firſt place, you 
muſt look upon all that are employed there- 
in, from the leaſt to the greateſt, as a ſet of 
people extremely wicked, having no con- 
{cience or religion, nor any regard for the 
king, or his laws, the greateſt whore-maſters, 
and the moſt blood-thirſty men alive : But 
nothing aſtoniſhed me more, nor ſeemed to 
me more ſhocking, than to ſee theſe butch- 
ers make no more of killing a chriſtian, than 
if they were ſticking a bull. It was rarely 
a day paſſed without frays and blood-ſhed, 
and ſometimes not without murders; they 
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all value themſelves on being valiant, but 
their courage is no more than a brutal fury, 
and yet there is not one of them who has 
not his guardian angel, in the monaſtery of 
San Franciſco, to whom he offers up, on cer- 
tain days, ſome part of the meat he ſteals. 

Scip. Friend Berganſa, if you are as long 
in relating the qualities and occupations of 


all your maſters, as you have been about 


this, we ought to pray to heaven to grant 
us the gift of ſpeech for a year, at leaſt, 
and even then, I fear, that at the rate you 
go on, you would not have told half your 
ſtory: And I will caution you of one thing, 
which you ſhall ſee a proof of, when I re- 


late my adventures; and that is, that ſome 


relations have a peculiar grace naturally in 


themſelves, others in the manner of telling 


them; I mean, that there are ſome which 
pleaſe, though they are told without any 


Preamble or flouriſhing of words; others there 


are, which muſt be ſet off with the moſt 


elegant terms, and the voice and geſtures 


adapted to them; and by theſe means, ſtories 
which are of themſelves dull and inſipid, 
become lively and entertaining; and forget 
not to make uſe of this caution in what you 
have to ſay more. . 


Berg. I will do fo, if I am able, alchough 


(8) 
believe it will be a very difficult taſk for 
me to forbear. 
Scip. Whatever you do, bridle your 
tongue; for the want of this precaution, is 
the cauſe of the great miſchiefs of human 


lite. 


Berg. I ſay then, that my maſter taught 
me to carry a baſket in my mouth, and to 
defend it from any one who attempted to 
take it from me; he likewiſe taught me to 
know his miſtreſs's houſe, and by this means 
ſaved her the trouble of ſending her ſervant. 
to the ſlaughter-houſe, tor I always carried 
her early in the morning, what he ſtole in 
the night. 

As J was once going very diligently at 
break of day to carry ſomething to her, I 
heard ſomebody call me by my name out 
of a window: I looked up, and ſaw a very, 
beautiful young woman; I ſtopt a little: She 
came down to the door, and called me 
again; I went to her, as if it were to ſee. 
what ſhe wanted, which was nothing more. 
than to take from me what I carried in my. 
baſket, and put an old patten in its ſtead. 
Having taken away what ſhe wanted, ſhe 
faid, Go and tell Nicholas the Flat nos d, your 
maſter, that he ſhould not truſt to animals, 
and remind him of the old proverb, 1 
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der a wolf, tho it be but of an hair, and that 
of his forehead. I could eaſily have taken 
it from her again, but I would not, becauſe 
I was unwilling to defile her white and de- 
licate hands, with my dirty and bloody 


mouth. 


Scip. You did very well; it being the 
prerogative of beauty to command reſpect. 

Berg. Yes, yes, I was mighty reſpectful 
indeed, and I was highly rewarded for it 
too, as you ſhall hear preſently, I returned 
to my maſter with nothing but my patten, 
he thought that I returned ſooner than uſu- 
al, and ſeeing the patten, gueſs'd what trick 


had been put upon me, upon which, this 


bloody man begun to ſwear moſt horridly, 
and pulling out his long knife, ſtruck at me 
with ſo much fury, that if I had not ſlip'd 
aſide, you would never have heard this re- 
lation, nor many others, which I intend to 
tell you: I ſet feet to the ground, and ſcam- 
pered away as faſt as my legs could carry 
me through the fields that are behind St. 
Bernardo, not taking any particular road, 
but guided wholly by fortune; that night 
J lay in the open air, and the next by good 
luck, I met with a flock of ſheep; as ſoon 
as I ſaw them, I thought I had found the 
center of my happineſs and repoſe, think- 
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the proper and natural employment of dogs, 
and which may be reckoned a great and 
noble virtue, as it conſiſts in protecting and 
defending the humble and weak from the 
proud and powerful; no ſooner had one of 
the three ſhepherds, who kept the flock, 
ſeen me, but he called me, and I, who de- 
fired nothing more, went to him, hanging 
down my head, and wagging my tail, he 
ſtroaked me, opened my mouth, and ſpit in 
it, he examined my jaws, found the marks 
of my age, and ſaid to the other ſhepherds, 
that I had all the marks of a dog of a good 
breed; juſt at this inſtant came the maſter 
of the flock, mounted on a grey mare, and 
armed with a lance and target, that he 


ſeemed more like a knight-errant, than a 


maſter of a flock ; he aſked the ſhepherd, 
what dog 1s that, he looks like a good one? 
Your worſhip may be aſſured of that, an- 
ſwered the ſhepherd, for I have examined 
tim nicely, and there 1s not one mark in 
him but promiſes well; he came here juſt 
now, and I know not whoſe he is, but I 
am ſure he does not belong to any of the 
flocks hereabouts: Since it is ſo, replied he, 
let them put him on immediately the collar 
of Leonzillo, the dog that died, and give 
him the ſame allowance as the reſt, and 
make much of him, that he may take a 

liking 
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bking to the flock, and continue in it; ſay- 
ing this, he went away, and the ſhepherd 
immediately put about my neck, a collar 
full of ſteel points, having firit given me 
in a trough, a great quantity of bread ſoak'd 
in milk; "he likewiſe named me, calling me 
Barzino. I was very well pleaſed with my 
ſecond maſter, and my new office, and was 
very diligent and careful in watching the 
flock, without ever ſtirring from it, except 
in the heat of che day, which I paſſed either 
under the ſhade of ſome tree, or elſe of tome 
hill or rock, or upon the banks of ſome ri- 
vulet, that gently glided through that place; 
and theſe vacant hours were not wholly un- 
employed, for I ſpent them in calling to 
mind ſeveral things, and more particularly 
in reflecting on the ſtrange lite I lead in the 
fllaughter-houſe, and that which my maſter 
and all thoſe lead, who, like him, are flaves 
to the extravagant, and never-iatished de- 
fires of their miſtreſſes: O how many things 
could I tell you now, which I learned in 
the ſchool of this butcher- lady! but I ſhall 
not mention them, leſt you ſhould think me 
a cenſorious pratter. 

Scip. Having heard what a famous poet 
among the ancients ſaid, viz. That it was a 
difficult thing to forvear writing Satires, I will 
allow you to point out faults, but not to 

inzure 
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injure or wound the character of any one, 
by the thing hinted at; for that ſatire is not 
good or commendable which hurts any one, 
though it may make many laugh; and if 
you can pleaſe without that, I ſhall think 
you very diſcreet. 

Berg. I ſhall take your advice, and will 
wait with great impatience, till the time 
comes for you to relate your adventures, by 
which I ſhall know the faults I have com- 
_ mitted, in relating mine, and may amend 
them ; for I imagine, yours will be related 
in ſuch a manner, that they may pleaſe, and 
inſtruct at the ſame time. But to purſue 
the thread of my ſtory, I ſay, that in thoſe 
quiet and unfrequented places where I paſs'd 
the heats of the day, among many other 
things, I reflected, that what I had heard 
ſay of the lives of ſhepherds, could not be 
true, at leaſt of thoſe which I ſometimes 
heard my miſtreſs reading of, in books which 
treated wholly of ſhepherds and ſhepherd- 
_ efſes, relating how they paſſed their whole 
lives in ſinging and playing on pipes, flutes, 
and other fine muſical inſtruments; I uſed 
to ſtay to hear her read, and ſhe read how 
the ſhepherd Amfriſo ſung divinely ſweet 
the phraſes of the peerleſs Beli/arda, and 
that there was not a tree in all the moun- 
tains of Arcadia, under which he had * 
at 


(33-1 
ſat down to ſing, from the time that the 
ſun aroſe in the arms of Aurora, till he ſet 
in thoſe of Thetis, and even after the duſky 
night had ſpread her gloomy wings over the 
face of the earth, he did not ceaſe his me- 
lodious ſtrains, and mournful complaints; 
ſhe read how the ſhepherd Zlicio, more en- 
amoured than couragious, did not keep 
within bounds, but forgetful of his own 
amours and flocks, intermeddled with other 
people's buſineſs, concerning the deſpair of 
= Siren, and the grief of Diaua; the Author 
ſaid, that he gave thanks to heaven; and 
the ſage Felicia, who by the means of her 

inchanted water, unraveled that heap of 1n- 
tricacies, and laid open that labyrinth of- 
difficulties; I called to mind ſeveral ether 
books of that tort which I had heard read; 
but they were not worth thinking of. & 
Scip. Take my advice, Berganſa, cenſure, 
ſting, and go on, and let your intention be 
good, although your congue may be a little 
too free. 
Berg: In theſe matters, the tongue never 
5 exceed; proper bounds, unleſs the intention 
is firſt bad : But if by chance, through ne- 
gligence or malice, I ſhould cenſure any 
thing, I ſhall only ſay as the fool ſaid, Let 
him take the cop, who thinks it fits him. 
C 


. 
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Scip. If you are diſcreet, or would endea- 
vour to be ſo, you will never ſay any thing 
which you mult afterwards be obliged to 
excuſe: But proceed in your ſtory — 

Berg. I ſay then, that all theſe reflections 
which I have mentioned, and many more, 
made me lee the different lives and employ- 
ments my ſhepherds, and all in that place 
lead, from thoſe which I had heard read 
of in theſe books; for if mine ſung, it was 
not in melodious ſtrains, but See, ſee, the wolf 
comes, and ſuch-like, and this not to be the 
ſound of pipes or flutes, but to that of two 
crooks ſtuck together, or elſe of a pair of 
ſnappers which they held betwcen their fin- 
gers; their voices were not fine and delicate, 
nor raviſhingly ſweet, but hoarſe and un- 


tuneful, that either alone, or in concert, 


they ſeemed rather to cry and grunt like 


| hogs, than to ſing. They paſſed the greateſt 
part of the day in picking their fleas, or 
mending their ſhoes; there were no ſuch 


names amongſt them as Amarillis, Chloe, 
Galatea, Phillis, or Diana, nor were there 
any Adolis's, Endimon's, Philoret's, or Stre- 


phon's, nothing was heard amongſt them but 


Roger, Harry, and Dich; from whence I 


conclude, what I think all ought to believe, 


viz. That all thoſe books are mere chimæ- 
ra's of the brain, and written only for the 
enter- 
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entertainment of thoſe who have nothing 
elſe to do, and contain not the leaſt truth 
in them ; otherwiſe there would have been 
ſome {mall remains among my ſhepherds, 
of that moſt happy life, and of thoſe plea- 
ſant meadows, ſpacious woods, ſacred moun- 
tains, beautiful gardens, lympid brooks, and 
cryſtal fountains; and of thoſe chaſte, an 
loft amorous expreſſions, in this place, 
would have been a ſhepherd in deſpair; in 
another, a ſnephereſs; there, one e would hav 
been playing on his pipe; and here, hacks 
on his oaten reed, 

Scip. Enough, enough, Berga, a, ſtop your 
digreſſions, and go on with your ſtory. 

Berg. I thank you friend, Scitio, for had 
not you checked me, I was ſo warm in diſ- 
courſe, that before I had ſtopped, I ſhould 
have ſaid enough of thoſe who had deceiv- 
ed me {o much, to have filled a volume. 
But the time will come, when TI ſhall be 


able to tell you the whole in better words, 


and with more judgment. 


> Ccip. Look at your feet, Berganſa, and 
= you will ſpoil all, I mean, that you ſhould 


= conſider that you are an irrational animal, 
and if you now ſhew any ſigns of reaſon, 


we have already both of us agreed, that it 
is ſuper-natural, and that ſuch a thing was 
never ſeen or heard of before. 


C 2 Berg. 
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Berg. 1 ſhould think ſo too, if J was in 
my former ignorance ; but now I have re- 


collected what I ſhould have told you at the 


beginning of cur diſcourſe, I am fo far from 
wondering that J ſpeak, that I ſhall be 
more aſtoniſhed when I ceaſe to ſpeak. 

Scip. Cannot you tell me now, what you 
have recollected? 

Pcrg. It is concerning a certain adventure 
which paied between me and a famous 
witch, the diſciple of Camacha of Montilla. 

Scip. Tell it now, I beleech you, before 
you proceed any further in the account of 
your Ife. 

Berg. I mall not do it e till its pro- 
per time; have patience, and give ear to 
my adventures in their natural order, and 
they will aftord you the greater pleaſure, 
unleſs you want to know the middle before 
the beginning. 

Scip. Be brief, and tell what you will, 
and how you will. 

Berg. 1 fay then, that I liked very well 
my employment of guarding the flocks, 
reckoning that I earned my bread by my 


labour, and the ſweat of my brow, and 


that idleneſs, the root and mother of all 
evil, would not ſpoil me, for if I was idle 
in the day-time, yet I ſlept not a wink at 
night, the wolves aſlaulting and alarming 
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us very often; and ſcarcely had the ſhep- 
herds ſaid to me, To the wolf, Bar ino, but 
I run before the other dogs, to the place 
they pointed out to me, where the wolf 


was; I run through the vallies, ſearched 


the mountains diligently, entered 1nto the 
thickeſt parts of the woods, leaped the 
ditches, croſsed the roads, and in the morn- 
ing returned to the flock, (without having 
found the wolf, or even ſo much as the 
track of him) panting, wearied, torn by 
the buſhes, and my feet pricked with the 
thorns. I commonly found in the flock, 
either a lamb or a ſheep killed, and half 
eaten by the wolf: I was in deſpair to ſee 
of what little ſervice my great care and di- 
ligence was. The maſter of the flock came, 
the ſhepherds went out to receive him with 
the ſkins of the dead ſheep: He blamed the 
ſhepherds for their negligence, and ordered 
the dogs to be. beaten for their idleneſs; we 
was cudgeled heartily, and the ſhepherds 
were chided.. After this, being ſeverely. 

chaſtiſed without any fault, and finding that 
my diligence, nimbleneſs and courage, avai- 
led nothing to take the wolf, I determined 
to change my. method, and inſtead of.going 
out to ſeek him, as I uſed to do, I was re- 
ſolved to keep near the flock, for ſince the 
wolf came. there; it would be the likelieſt 


ip place 
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place to catch him: every week they alarmed 
us, and in the darkeſt night, I could ſee the 
wolves, from whom it was impoſſible for 
the flock to defend themſelves: I lay down 
behind a buſh, my fellow dogs paſſed for- 
wards, and from hence TI obſerved, and ſaw 
two ſhepherds lay hold of one of the beſt 
ſheep in the fold, and kill and tear it in 
ſuch a manner, that in the morning it ap- 
peared indeed, as if the wolf had been its 
executioner. I was aſtoniihed, and remained 
as it were thunder-ſtruck ſome time, when 
I ſaw that the ſhepherds were the wolves, 
and that thoſe who had the guard of it, 
tore the flock to pieces. They immediately 
acquainied their maſter with the havock 
the wolf had made, and gave him the ſkin, 
and part of the fleſh, but the greateſt and 
| beſt part they eat themſelves. The maſter 
ſcolded them again, and the dogs were like- 
wiſe beaten : I would fain have ſaid that it 
was not the wolf, which deſtroyed the flock 
in that manner, but alas! I could not ſpeak, 

All this filled me with aſtoniſhment and 
trouble. God help me, ſaid I to. myſelf, 
who can remedy this evil? Who will be 
able to tell that the defenders offend, that 
the centinels ſleep, that thoſe who are truſted 
rob, and thoſe who are for your guard killyou? | 
SCP. You "NE very well 8 for 

ere 
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there is no greater nor more crafty thief, 


7 than the domeſtic one, and there are more 
| miſcarry of thoſe who are ready to truſt every 
bone, than of thoſe who are wary and circum- 
2 ſpect; but the miſchief is, that it is impoſ- 
© ſible for people to live in the world without 
> truſting one another; but let this reſt where 
it was, for Iwould not be taken for a preach- 


er; therefore go on with your ſtory. 
Berg. I was determined to leave this em- 


I ployment, although I liked it ſo well, and 


to ſeek out ſome other, where at leaſt I 


7 ſhould not be puniſhed for doing good, if 
I was not rewarded. I returned to Scville, 


and got into the ſervice of a very rich 
merchant. 


Scip. What method did you take to get 


vou this new maſter, for now a-days, it is 
2 a very difficult taſk for a man of worth. to 
find him a maſter, for our earthly maſters 
are very different from our heavenly one ? 
2 Thele before they receive any one into their 


ſervice, enquire ſtrictly whether he is of a 


good family, prove his abilities, examine 
® his comelineſs of perſon, and. will even 
know whether he has good cloaths or no. 
But with God, the pooreſt is accounted as 
the richeſt, the moſt humble, as the beſt 
2. deſcended; and he requires no more in any 

one, than a ſincere deſire to ſerve him, to 


L. eceive 
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receive his pay, which he gives with ſo 
liberal a hand, that it exceeds our utmoſt 
expectations. 

Berg. This is preaching indeed, my friend, 
Scipio. ; 
Scip. I think fo too, and therefore I will 9 
have done. Concerning what you aſked 
me, by what means I got this new maſter ? 7: 
I make no an{wer,. that humility, as you 9 
know, is the baſis and foundation of all 
virtues, and without it there is nothing that 
deſerves the name; ſo it removes all ob- 
ſtructions, and overcomes all difficulties, 

and is always, in the end, attended with 
ſucceſs; it makes our enemies our friends; 
it allays the choler of the angry, and ſoftens | 
the arrogance of the proud; it is the mo- 
ther of modeſty, and the ſiſter of good- 
nature; even vice, when accompanied with 7 
this, appears not ſo odious, for its mildneſs 
and gentleneſs, may be ſaid to throw. a veil | 
over the crimes of the vicious, and hide 
the deformity of. them: I made uſe then of 
this virtue; when I intended to be received 
into any houſe, having firſt conſidered well, 
whether it was a. houſe that would receive, 
and could maintain a great dog, I inme- 

diately went. to the gate, and when an 
ſtranger, as I thought, came in, I barked 
at him; but when the maſter of the houſe 
came, : 3 
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came, I hung down my head, and wagging 
my tail, went to him, and licked his teet. 
If they beat me away, I endured it pati- 
ently, and even fawned upon him that 
{truck me; 10 that ſeeing my perſeverance 
and good-nature, no one could find in his 
heart to beat me a fecond time. Having 
played this game once or twice, I was re- 
ceived into the houſe, where I was always 
very diligent, and quickly gained the love 
of every one, I was ſeldom turned away, 
though Ioftentimes uſed to take French leave, 
or, in other words, run away. 

Scip. In the ſame manner as you have 
mentioned, I got my maſters, and it ſeems 
as if we read each others thoughts. | 

Berg. If J am not deceived, I know how 
we came to agree in theſe things, and I will 
tell you in its proper order, as I have al- 
ready promiſed: But now give ear to what 
happened to me—after I had left the flock 
in the keeping of theſe raſcals, I returned 
to Seville, as I have already ſaid, which is 
the ſupport of the poor, and the ſhelter of 
the deſpiſed, and not only thoſe of an infe- 
rior rank are contained within it, but its 
grandeur, and extent 1s ſo great, that even 
the rich and great ones are obſcured, and, 
as it were, loſt in it. I went up to the 
gate of a great houſe belonging to a merch- 
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ant, I made my uſual applications, and was 
ſoon received into 1t, where they kept me 


tied behind the gate in the day-time, and 


let me looſe at night; and on my part, I 
was very diligent and watchful, barking at 

ſtrangers, and growling at thoſe I was not 
acquainted with; I kept awake all night, 
taking my rounds about the court-yards, 


and going upon the terraſſes, keeping ſtrict 


watch on every fide of my maſter's and the 
neighbours houſes : my maſter was ſo well 
pleaſed with my good ſervice, that he or- 
dered them to treat me well, and to give 
me a quantity of bread, and the bones 
which were carried away, or flung from his 
table, and the remains that were left in 
the kitchen, for all which I ſhewed myſelf 
very thankful, leaping about with the 
greateſt Joy 1maginable, whenever I ſaw 
my maſter, eſpecially when he returned 
home, after he had been out ſome time: 
and ſo great were the ſigns of joy I gave, 
and ſo many the leaps, that my maſter gave 
orders I ſhould be untied, and go looſe 
both day and night: as ſoon as I was un- 


untied, Iran to my maſter, and round him 


ſeveral times, but without daring to lay my 
paws on him, calling to mind the fable of 
Eſop, When the aſs was ſo much an aſs, that 
be weuld needs fawn pon his maſter, in the 

ſame 


, (23) 
ſame manner os a favourite lap-deg uſed to do, 
and was heartily cudgelled for his pains. This 
fable, in my opinion, was deſigned to ſhew, 
that what is agreeable and becoming i in one 
man, may not be ſo in another, and that 
= every one ought to live and act according 
to their profeſſion and quality: Let the 
buffoon deal about his jeſts; the ſtroller 
play tricks, and vault in the air; the ſcul- 
ſion bray like an aſs; and the man of a 
lower claſs, imitate che ſinging of birds, 
if and the different geſtures and actions of ani- 
mals and men; but let not the man of rank 
and fortune, ever concern himſelf with 
rele things, for though he may arrive to 
the greateſt degree of excellency in them, 
Het it will not redound in the leaſt to his 
ghonour or credit. 

Scip. Enough, Berganſa, go on, for I 
underſtand you. 
Berg. Would to God, that thoſe upon 
whoſe account I mention this, would un- 
derſtand me as well as you do, for I know 
not what good qualities I have myſelf ; but 
it gives me the greateſt pain to fee a gen- 
4 leman of fortune acting the part of a jug- 

Fler, and highly valuing himſelf, becauſe 

ge can play the cups and balls, and that he 
1 ig ſurpaſſes every one 1n dancing the chacona. 
knew a gentleman who thought he had 
b | per- 
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ant, I made my uſual applications, and was 
ſoon received into it, where they kept me 
tied behind the gate in the day-time, and 
let me looſe at night; and on my part, I 
Was very diligent and watchful, barking at 

ſtrangers, and growling at thoſe I was not 
acquainted with; I kept awake all night, 
taking my rounds about the court-yards, 


and going upon the terraſſes, keeping ſtrict 


watch on every ſide of my maſter's and the 
neighbours houſes : my maſter was ſo well 
pleaſed with my good ſervice, that he or- 


dered them to treat me well, and to give 


me a quantity of bread, and the bones 


which were carried away, or flung from his 


table, and the remains that were left in 
the kitchen, for all which I ſhewed myſelf 
very thankful, leaping about with the 
greateſt Joy imaginable, whenever I ſaw 
my maſter, eſpecially when he returned 
home, after he had been out ſome time: 
and ſo great were the ſigns of joy I gave, 


and ſo many the leaps, that my maſter gave 


orders I ſhould be untied, and go looſe 


both day and night: as ſoon as I Was un- 
untied, I ran to my maſter, and round him 
ſeveral times, but without daring to lay my 
paws on him, calling to mind the fable of 
Elop, When the aſs was ſo much an aſs, that 
he weuld needs fawn upon his maſter, in the 

ſame 
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ſame manner os a favourite lap-deg uſed to do, 
and was heartily cudgelled for his pains. This 
fable, in my opinion, was deſigned to ſhew, 
that what is agreeable and becoming i in one 
man, may not be ſo in another, and that 
every one ought to live and act according 
to their profeſſion and quality: Let the 
buffoon deal about his jeſts; the ſtroller 
play tricks, and vault in the air; the ſcul- 
lion bray like an aſs; and the man of a 
lower claſs, imitate the ſinging of birds, 
and the different geſtures and actions of ani- 
mals and men; but let not the man of rank 
and fortune, ever concern himſelf with 
1 theſe things, for though he may arrive to 
| the greateſt degree of excellency in them, 
yet it will not redound in the leaſt to his 

honour or credit. 
1 Scip. Enough, Berganſa, go on, for I 

| underſtand you. 
Berg. Would to God, that thoſe upon 
® whoſe account I mention this, would un- 
[i derſtand me as well as you do, for I know 
1 not what good qualities I have myſelf ; but 
it gives me the greateſt pain to ſee a gen- 
tleman of fortune acting the part of a jug- 
er and highly valuing himſelf, becauſe 
he can play the cups and balls, and that he 
tn every one 1n dancing the chacona. 
3 knew a gentleman ho thought he had 
* | per- 
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performed a noble action, in having, at the 
requeſt of a ſexton, cut out thirry-two 
flowers in paper, to be placed on a monu- 
ment ove the black cloth; and he made 
ſo great an account of theſe cut papers, 
that he carried all his friends to lee them, 
with as much oſtentation and pleaſure, as if 
he was carrying them to ſee the colours and 
ſpoils of enemies, that were hung up over 
the ſepulchres of his anceſtors. But to re- 
turn to my ſtory, I ſay, the merchant, my 
maſter, had two ſons, one about twelve 
years of age, the other fourteen, who ſtudied 
grammar in the Jeſuits college; they uſed 
to go thither with great pomp, on horſe- 


back, if it was fair, or in a coach, if it 


rained, attended by their tutor, and follow- 
ed by two or three pages, who carried 
their books, and that which they call their 
Vade-mecum, or theme-book : Seeing them 
go with ſo much pomp and grandeur, 


made me take notice of, and reflect on the 


great plainneſs with which their father went 
to the exchange to tranſact buſineſs, for he 
never carried any ſervant with him but one 


black, and if ever he rode out, it was on a 
little mule, which made a very ſhabby ap- 


pearance. 


Scip. You muſt know, Perganſa, that it 3 
i the cuſtom and temper of the merchants | J 


2 


, of Seville, and hkewiſe of other great ci- 


ties, to ſhew their grandeur and riches, not 
in themſelves, but in the perſons of their 
ſons, ſo that the merchants are greater in 


their ſhadows than in themſelves: And as 


they ſeldom concern themſelves with any 
thing but their mercantile affairs, they uſe 
no pomp, but go after a plain and decent 
manner : As they are ambitious to appear 
oreat, and think their riches avail nothing, 
unleſs ſhewn to the eyes of the public, ſo 
they bring up their ſons in as much pomp 
and grandeur, and cauſe the ſame reſpect 
to be paid them, as if they were the ſons 
of ſome prince ; and there are ſome who 
purchaſe them titles, and the honour to 
wear that mark on their breaſt, which 
makes ſo great diſtinction between che nobi- 
lity and common people. 

Berg. It is ambition indeed, but 1 it may 
be reckoned a generous one, to endeavour 
to better our condition, if it is done with- 
out injuſtice or oppreſſion. 

Scip. But ambition ſeldom or never ob- 
tains its end, without hurting ſomebody. 

Berg. We have already la.d, that we 
mult not calumniate. 

Scip. You ſay true, and therefore I ca- 
lumniate no more. 

D Eerg. 
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Berg. Now I find what I have often heard 


Faid, to be true, v7z. a malicious detractor will 


calumniate a dozen families, and ſcandalize 

twenty good men; and if any one reproves 
him for what he has ſaid, he will anſwer, 
that he meant no harm; and if he has aid 
any, he did not do it with deſign; and if 
he had thought it would have given offence 
to any one, he would not have ſaid it: In 
good truth, Scipio, he ought to know much, 
and have a great deal of patience, who 
would converie two hours together, with- 
out railing at one or another; for I ſee in 
myſelf, who am a brute animal. that at 
every four ſentences I ſpeak, malicious 


and 1ll-natured words come in my mouth as 


faſt as flies about wine: Wherefore, I lay 
again, what I have ſaid before, that we de- 
rive a tendency to do, and ſpeak ill, from 
our firſt parents. and fuck it in with our 
milk, which is evidently enough ſeen ; for 
ſcarce has the infant got his arms loofe 


from the ſwaithing bands, bur it lifts up his 


hand to revenge himſelf of any one whom 
he thinks has offended him ; and almoſt 
the firſt word he ſpeaks plain, 1s to call his 
nurſe, or mother, whore. 

Scip. You fay true, and I confeſs my 
fault, but I hope you will excuſe me, ſince 


I have excuſed you fo many; and from 


hence 
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hence forwards let us rail no more, but go 
on with your ſtory, which you broke off 
when you vas relating the pomp with waich 
your maſter's ſons went to the Jeſuits col- 


lege. 


Berg. I agree to that at all hazards; for 
though I think it a very difficult thing to 
leave off railing, I thnk to make nie of 
ſome ſuch remedy as I have heard lay a great 
twearer made uſe of, who, repent ng of his 
bad cuſtem, every time he ſwore after- 
wards, gave himſelf a pinch on the arm, or 
kiſled the ground, as a puniſhment for his 
fault; but yet with all that, they fay, he 
could not forbear ſwearing: So I, every 
time, go contrary to the advice you have 
given me, and contrary to my own reſolu— 
tion, not to rail: I will bite the tip of my 
tongue, till it may pain me, that I may 
avoid doing it again. 

Scip. This is ſuch a remedy, that if you 
make uſe of it, I expect you will bite fo 
often, that you will at laſt bite your tongue 
off, and that indeed will be the way to pre- 
vent your railing. _ 

Berg. I will uſe my utmoſt endeavour, 
and leave the reſt to heaven; and fo I pur- 
ſue the thread of my ſtory. One day my 
maſter's ſons happened to leave their theme- 
book in the court-yard, where I chanced 
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to be at that time; and as I had been 
taught by my fi ſt maſter, the butcher, to 
carry a baſket in my mouth, I laid hold of 


the theme-book, and went after then, re- 


ſolving not to let it go, till I came to the 
{chool; every thing happened to me as I 
wiſhed, for my maſters ſceing me come 
after them, with their bock in my mouth, 
bid one of their pages take it from me, but 
I was not in the humour to let him, but 
carried it into the ſchool, which cauſed a 
great laughter in all the ſcholars. I went to 
the eldeſt of my maſters, and gave it into 
his hands, with a very good grace, as I 
thought, and ſet myſelf down at the ſchool- 
door; my maſters were very well pleaſed 
that I ſhould carry their book for them, 
which I did very willingly, and by this 
means led the life of a king; for I lived 
entircly at my eaſe, becauſe the- ſcholars 
uicd to divert themſelves with me; and I 
made mylelf ſo familiar with them, that 
they uſed to put their hands in my mouth, 
and even the moſt of them would venture 
to get upon my back: They threw their 
caps or hats, and I fetched them again with 
great dexterity, and ſhewed that I did it 
with a great deal of pleaſure. They gave 
me to cat whatever they could get; and 
were highly delighted when they had any 

nuts, 
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nuts, to ſee me crack them like a monkey 
leaving the ſhells, and cating the oy work : 
There was one, Who to make proof of n 

abilities, bt rought me in a e e {1 
great quantity of fallad, which J eat as if I 
had been a chriſtian. Tr was now winter, 
at which time rolls and butter in a morn- 
ing are very common at Seville, with vchich 
| was likewiſe feaſted, fo that more than 
two antonio's were either pawned or fold 
every day for my breakfait. In a word, I 
lived a ſcholar's life, without either hunger 
or the itch, which is the only thing want- 
ing to make it entirely agreeable ; Tor was 
it not for the itch, and a hungry belly, two 
inſeparable companions of {chool-boys, there 
would be no ſtate of life afford more ſatiſ- 
faction or diverſion; becauſe, here virtue 


and pleaſure go hand in hand together, 


and our youth is ſpent, ſome times in fearch- 
ing out the paths of wiſdom, and at other 
times, in innocent pleatiures and diverſions. 
But at laſt, as my ill fortune would have it, 
the maſters took it in their heads, that their 
ſcholars did not employ the half hour there 
is between leſſons, in locking over their 
books, but in playing with me; and there- 
fore they ordered them to bring me no more 
to ſchool; they obeyed, and returned me 


to my old pot, behind the gate; and my 
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old maſter forgetting the liberty he had 
given me before, of going looſe both day 
and night, now confined my neck to the 


chain, and my body to a little mat, which 
they laid behind the gate. Ah! my friend 


Scipio, did you but know how ſhocking it 
is to fall from a happy and agreeable ſtate 
of life to a painful and miſerable one: 
When misfortunes row] in upon us with a 
full current, and without any intervals of 
eaſe, they either quickly bring on death, 
and put an end to all our pains, or the con- 
ſtancy of them, inures and accuſtoms us to 
bear them, hich makes the. ſharpeſt af- 
flictions ſeem lighter, and more tolerable ; 
but when from an unhappy and diſtreſſed 


condition, all cf a ſudden, and without ſo 


much as expecting it, one is raiſed to a 


proſperous and agreeable ſtate, and ſoon 


After reduced to our former condition, the 
Fains and misfortunes we have gone through, 
are ſo piercing, that life itſelf grows a bur- 
den: I fay then, that I was forced to take 
up with my dogs commons again; and the 


bones which a black belonging to the houſe 
threw me, and even theſe were tithed by 


two boar-cats, who, as they were looſe, 


could caſily take whatever fell not within 


the reach of my chain. Brother Scipio, 


hear me with patience, philoſophize a little, 
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ſo may heaven grant you all your deſires; 
for, if I ſhould omit to mention ſome 


things which happened to me, at that time, 


a which I have this moment recollected, I be- 
lieve my hiſtory would not be compleat, 


nor of any advantage. 

Scip. Take care, Berganſa, that this in- 
clination, which you ſay you have juſt 
now to pl.lofjophize, be not the tempta- 
tion of the devil; for ſlander has no better 
veil to diſguiſe and conceal its wicked in- 
tentions, than for the ſlanderer to think, that 
all he ſays are the ſentences of philoſophers; 
and that to ſpeak ill of any one, is only a 
friendly rebuke; and to lay open the faults 
of another, a comitendable zeal. Andif 


you ſearch and enquire into the life of any 
one of theſe ſlanderers, you will find it __ 
of vices and inſolence; and having 


mued this, I permit you to rar i as 


much as you will. 


Berg. You may be aſſured, Scipio, I ſhall 


not rail at any one, becauſe I am deter- 
mis ed againſt it. And to to proceed in my 
= ſtory; I fay, that I was idle the whole day, 

and idleneſs is the mother of thoughts, I 
employed myſelf in calling to mind ſeveral 
Latin ſentences, which IT ſtill remembred 
out of many which I had heard, when I 
Went to the ſchool along with my maſters, 


and 
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and I imagined my unerſtanding iomewliat 
improved by them, and reiolved, as though 
I had been able to ſpeak, to make uſe of 
them on proper occaſions, but not in the 
ſame manner as ſome ignorant pedants do, 
who, in all ſorts of converſation, intermix 
with aimoſt every ſentence little ſcraps of 
Latin, making thoſe believe who do not 
underſtand it, that they are great ſcholars, 
when they ſcarce know how to decline a 
noun, or conjugate a verb. 

Scip. I look upon this a leſs fault, than 
that which ſome of thoſe who really under- 


ſtand Latin, are guilty of, who often are ſo 


indiſcreet, that if they talk with ever ſo in- 
different a perſon, throw out their Latin 
ſentences like water. 

Berg. From this we are to infer, that he 
is guilty of as great a fault who ſpeaks La- 
tin before thoſe who are ignorant of it, as 
he who pretends to ſpeak it, when he does 
not underſtand it himſelf. 

Scip. I can likewiſe tell you another 
thing, which is, there are ſome, who though 
they are great Latiniſts, yet are great aſſes. 


Berg. Who can make the leaſt doubt of 


that? For it is evident enough, ſeeing that 
in the time of the Romans, when they all 


ſpoke Latin, being their mother tongue, 
there were ſome blockheads amongſt them, ' 


whom 


3 


whom the ſpeaking of Latin did not excuſe 
from being tools. 
Scip. To know how to hold one's peace 

in our mother-tongue, and how io ſpeak in 
Latin, one has need of much diſcretion, 

Berganſa. 

Berg. You ſay true, for a fooliſh ſaying 

may as well be ſpoke in Latin as in our 

native tongue, and I have ſcen, not only 
once, but many times, learned fools, and 
dull grammarians; and thoſe that under- 
ſtood nothing but their mother: tongue, ſo 

> ſtriped with their threads of Latin, that 

15 were enough to tire out the patience 
of every one. 
> Scip. But let us leave this ſubject, ard 
begin your philoſophical reaſonings you 
Y Juſt now ſpoke of. 
. Berg. I have already done ſo; theſe are 
them which I have juſt now finiſhed. 
* Scip. What do you mean? 
Berg. I mean thoſe about Latiniſts, &c. 
which I began, and you made an end of. 
$ Scip. Do you call cenſuring other peoples 
actions Philoſophiſing? So it is: But, Ber- 
ganſa, you may canonize, if you will, the 
curled plague of detraction, and give it 
4 © what name you pleaſe; but I am ſure, it 
will give us the name of cynicks, that 1s, 
NY of ſnarling 48 z and therefore I beg you 


will 


(34) 
will hold your peace, and go on with your 
ſtory. | 

Berg. How muſt I go on if I hold my 
peace ! 
 S$cip. I mean, that you ſhould tell it with- 
out ſo many digreſſions. 

Berg. J tay then, that dame fortune, not 
contented with having taken me from my 
ſtudies, and from the jovial and pleaſant 
life I paſſed in them, and with having 
dragged me to my old poſt again behind 
the gate, nor with having changed my com- 
mons from the liberahty with which the 
ſcholars ſupplied me, to the ſcanty morſels 
which the negro gave me, reſolved to diſ- 
turb that little eaſe and quietneſs which I 
ſtill enjoyed; for you may hold it as a cer- 
tainty, Scipio, that misfortunes follow the 
unfortunate, and find him out, though he 
hides himſelf in the remoteſt corners of the 
earth: A negro woman, who lived in the 
ſame houſe with me, happened to fall in love 
with a black, one of her fellow: ſervants, 
who lay in the porch, which is between the 
outward and inward gate, behind which I 
was tied; they had not any opportunities to 
come together, unleſs in the night, and for 
that purpoſe they had either ſtolen the keys, 
or got falſe ones; and ſo almoſt every night 
the negro woman came down, and ſtopping 
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(35 
ny mouth with a piece of meat, or cheeſe, 
opened the door to the black, which ſe 
might eaſily do, having bribed me to hold 
my tongue, which ſhe purchaſed at the ex- 
pence of ſeveral things which ſhe ſtole for 
me ; for ſome days the bribes of this ſhe 


black corr upted my honeſty, I being afraid, 


that if it was not for theſe, my ſides would 
be fo pinched up by my ſhort commons, 
that from a maſtiff I ſhould dwindle into a 
greyhound: But at laſt, ſtirred up by my 
natural good diſpoſition, I was reſolve to 
do my duty to my maſter, ſince I received 
his pay, and eat his bread; which is what 
not only faithful dogs, but all who are in 
the capacity of ſervants, ought to do. 

Scip. This may be called philolophy in- 
deed, Berganſa] for theſe are wiſe and true 
maxims; and therefore go on. | 

Berg. But firſt tell me, I beſeech you, i 
you can, what the word philoſophy means? 
for though I name it ſo often, I know not 


what it is; J only imagine it is a good thing. 


Scip. I will tell you in a few words: 
This appellation is compounded of two 
Greek words, which are, Philos and Sophia; 
Philos ſignifies love, and Sophia knowledge; 
ſo that philoſophy ſignifies love of know- 
ledge ; and a philoſopher a lover of know- 
edge. 


Berg. 
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Berg. You are extreamly wile, Scipio, 
who the Devil taught you Greek ? 

Scip. In good truth, Berganſa, you are 
very ſimple, in making ſo great account of 
this, for theſe are things which every ſchool- 
boy, even thoſe 1n the lowelt forms are ac- 


quainted with; and there are likewiſe ſome 


who pretend to talk Greek, as well as Latin, 
who know nothing of either. 


Berg. This is what I ſay, and I would 


have all ſuch put into a preſs, and the juice 1 
of all their knowledge ſqueezed out of 


them by main force, that they might not 


go about deceiving people with the tinſel of 


their ſcraps of Greek and falſe Latin, as the 


Portugueſe do with the negroes in Guinea. 


Scip. Berganſa, you ought to bite your 
tongue now, according to your agreement; 
for we have been doing nothing all this 
while, but cenſuring peoples actions. 
Berg. You ſay true; but I am not ob- 
liged to do as I have heard ſaid a certain 
Tyrian, by name Choronas, did; who made 
a law, which inflicted death on any one 
who came armed into the council-houle ; 
but forgetting this law himſelf, he came 


one day into the council, with his ſword * 


girt upon his thigh; ſome of his friends 
adviſed him of it, and he recollecting the 


puniſhment inflicted upon it by the law, 


drew 
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drew his ſword in a moment, and run it in- 
to his breaſt, and ſo was the firſt who made 
the law, and the firſt who broke it, and 
underwent the penalty of it. What I ſaid 
was not to lay a law upon me, but only a 


bare promile, that I would bite my tongue, 


whenever I centured any thing; and now-a- 
days {uch things are not ſo ſtrictly obſerved, 
as formerly; for to-day a law is made, and 

to-morrow it is broken, becauſe perhaps 
it ſuits not with our conveniency to keep it; 

and in one moment we promiſe to amend 
our faults, and the next fall into greater; 
it is one thing to commend good laws and 
regulati tions, a and another to ſubmit ourſelves 
to them; ; in a word, ſaying and doing are 
two things; let the devil bite himſelf if he 


will, for me, for I am not ſuch a tool as to 


bite my ovrn ſelf, nor practiſe things upon 
a mat, where there is no one ſees me, who 


may applaud my heroic actions. 


Scip. I and by this, Berganſa, that if you 
were a man, you would be a hypocrite, and 
that all your deeds would be only in out- 
ward appearance, done in the eyes cf the 
world, and covered with the cloak or vir- 
tue, that you might gain the praiſe of good 
men, as in general all hypocrites endea- 
vour to do. 


3 Berg. 
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Berg. I know not what I ſhould do then, 
I am only ſenſible what I ſhall do now, 
which is, that I will not bite my tongue, 
having fo many things to ſay, that I know 
not how nor when I ſhall be able to finiſh 
them; and more fo, ſeeing I am afraid, 
leſt at the break of day our ſpeech ſhould be 
takten from us again, and then we mult re- 
main 1n the dark, as to all theſe things. 

Scip. Heaven will be more kind to us, 1 
hope; do you only follow cloſely the thread 
of your ſtory, and do not go out of your 
high road for the fake of theſe unneceſſary 
digreſſions, and then, as long as your ſtory 
is, you ſoon will finiſh it. 

Berg. I ſay then, that ſeeing the impu- 
dence, thefts, and diſhoneſty of the blacks, I 
was reſolved, as a good ſervant, to hinder it 
as much as lay in my power: The negro * 
woman came down, as I have already told 
you, to divert herielf with the black, ima- 
gining that the pieces of meat, bread, and 
cheeſe, which ſhe threw me, would {top 
my mouth : Bribes and gitts avail much, 
Scipio. 

Scip. Much indeed; but no more of your 
digreſſions, but go on with your ſtory. 

Berg. I remember, that when I ſtudied, 


I heard the maſter mention a Latin proverb, 
which 


N „ 
Which TI think they call an adage, Which 
' ſaid, Habet bovem in lingua. 
| Seip. O! in what an ill hour have you 
bt ought in your Latin; ; have you ſo toon 
forgot what weſfaid a little while ago, againic 
5 thole WIIiO intermixed ſcraps of Latin; when 
they were ducourſing in their mother- 
F tonguc y 
Lag. But this Latin comes very 2 prepos; 
FR for du mult know, that the Athbeniaus had 
y ainngft their other coins a piece of m- 
ney ſtamped wich the figure of an Ox; 
and when any judge, for the fſaie of 
bribe, had paſſed ſentence in any affair, 
W contrary to right reaſon and juſtice, they 
uſed to ſay, Le las on os pen bis tongue. 

Scip, But I do not lee how you apply 
this ? 

Berg. No Way, it is plain enough; for 
if the bribes of the negro woman could 
maize me dumb many days, that I neither 
would, nor dared to bark, when ſhe came 
g down to ſee her beloved black, have rea- 
ſon to ſay bribes are very powerful. 

Scip. I have already anſwered you, that 
they are ſo; and if it was not for making a 
long digreſſion, I could prove, by a thou- 
ſand examples, the great force of bribes; 
but PRs I ſhall tell it you, if heaven 

122 grants 


, 
} 
4 

, 
f 


40 


grants me time, opportunity and ſpeech, 
to relate to you my adventures. 


Beg. May God grant you what you de- 
fire; but give attention to me. At laſt, my 
200d diſp -ofition and reſolution overcame 
the corru ung bribes of the negro woman, 


who coming down one very dark k night, to 


her uſual diverſion, [ went up cloſe to her 
without barking, that In night not diſturb the 
people in the houſe, and in a moment tore 
her ſhift quite to Pieces 5 and tore out a 
piece of her thigh, a jeſt, which vas ſuffi- 
cient tomake her l- ecp her room eight days in 
earneſt, pretending j know not what diſ- 
order to her maſters: As ſoon as ſhe was 
well, ſhe came down again one night, and 
! conewed the fray again, and without bite- 
ing, ſcratched all ber body, as if 1 had been 
car ding a blanket : We had al our battles 
to cu riclycs, and I always came off conque- 
ror, and the negro Woman ſtopped from 
her defip gn, very much out of humour: 


But my poor carcaſe ſuffered ſeverely for 


her anger, and the marks of her diſplea- 
jure might be ſeen pretty plainly upon me; 
ſhe left off giving me my uſual allowance, 


fo that my backbone began to ſtare, and 


you might caſily have counted all my ribs : 
But with all this, although they kept me 
from eating, they could not Keep me from 


ba rk- 
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* barking; and therefore the negro woman 

to make an end of me, brought me one 
day a ſpunge tried in butter: T refuſed to 
eat it, knowing the ill qualities of it, and 
that it was worſe than crooked pins, be- 
© cauſe it ſticks faſt in the ſtomach, and 
never comes out again, without toſs of 
life. And thinking it was impoſſible for 
me to preſerve myſelf long from the ſnares 
of ſuch bitter enemies, I thought it was my 


O 


beſt way to get far enough from them, or, 
in other words, if I found an opportunity, 
to run away. By good luck, I got looſe 
one day, and without bidding adieu to any 
one in the houſe, I ran into the ſtreet; and 
ſcarcely had I gone one hundred paces, but 


a hg 


I met the alguazil, who, I told you at the 
beginning of my ſtory, was a great crony of 
my maſter Nicholas the Flat-nosd; he 
knew. me as foon as he ſaw me, although I. 
was nothing but ſkin and bones, and called 
me by my name; I likewiſe knew him, and 


at his calling me went to him with my uſual 


compliments and careſſes; he caught hold 
of me by my neck, and faid to his two 
catchpoles, © This 1s a fierce and coura- 
geo':s dog, able to defend us on any occa- 
ion; I know him very well, zor he be- 
long ed once to an intimate friend of mine, 
let us carry him home with us.“ The catch- 


1 poles 
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poles were very well pleated, and ſaid, that 
if I was a dog of courage, I ſhould be of 
great ſervice to them all. They would have 
laid hold of me to have carried me, but my 
maſter told them, that there was no occa- 
ſion for it, for I would follow them of my 
own accord, becauſe I knew him. I for- 
got to tell you, that a gipſey took from me 
the collar of ſtee] points, which I had on 
when I ran away, and left the flock, and 
that in Seville I went without any; but the 
alguazil immediately put me on a collar 
ſtudded with braſs. Reflect now a little, 
Scipio, how fortune has turned her wheel 
about; yeſterday I ſaw myſelf a ſtudent, 
and to-day you ſce me a catchpole. 

Scip. This 1s the way of the world, and 


think you have no great occaſion now to 


complain ſo highly of the changes of for- 


tune; for I ſee no great difference there is 
between having a butcher or a catchpole- 
for ones maſter. I have no patience to 
hear the complaints which ſome men make 
againſt fortune, when the greateſt height 
of grandeur they ever could pretend to, was 
only the hopes and expectations of becom- 
ing a lady's gentleman ; with. what bitter 
curſes do they load her, and with, how ma- 
ny reproaches will they revile her! and for no 
other reaſon, but that the people who 80 
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them may think they have fell from a high 
and proſperous condition, to the poor and 
miſerable one they are in at preſent. 

Berg. You are in the right; but to pro- 
ceed with my itory. I ſay, that the algua- 
zil was very intimate with an attorney; t che y 
both kept company with two women of the 
town, who had little beauty, but a great 


deal of aſſurance, and of that ſubtilty and 


wheedling art which whores are common- 
ly expert in: They fiſhed on ſhore with 
both net and hook, as the ſaying is; they 
dreſſed themſelves in ſuch a manner, that 
by the pip you might know what the card 
was, and in the twinkling of an eye one 
might ſee they were ladies of Pleaſure. 
They were always upon the hunt after fo- 
reigners; and when the Bourdeaus fleet ar- 
rived at Cadiz and Seville, then was the time 
they brought griſt to their mill, not leav- 
ing one Frenchman unattacked. When any 
one whole pockets were well lined, and 
who was unacquainted with their ſubtilties, 
fell into the hands of theſe fine ladies, 
they immediately informed the alguazil, 
and the attorney, what houſe they went to; 
and when they were in bed together, they 
ruſhed in upon them, and apprehended 
them as whore-maſters; but they never car- 
ried them to priſon, becauſe foreigners al- 


ways 
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ways paid a ſum of money to be rid of fuch 
a troubleſome affair. It happened then, 
that Colindres, for that was the name of my 
maſter's lady, hooked a Frenchman, who 
agreed to ſup, and ſpend the night with her 
at her lodgings ; ſhe expected this would 
have been a brave fiſh, and immediately 
gave the rod to my maſter, that he might 
play him; and ſcarcely were they undreſ- 
ied when the alguazil, the attorney, two 
catchpoles, and I, ruſhed in upon them. 
The lovers were in a terrible fright ; the al- 
guazil cried up the heinouſneſs of their 
crime, and ordered them to dreſs them- 
telves immediately, that he might carry 
them to priſon ; the Frenchmen was almoſt 
icared out of his wits; and the attorney, 
good man, out of mere charity and pity, 
was mediator ; and by the force of his en- 
treaties reduced his puniſhment to the ſmall 
trifle of only one hundred rials. The 
Frenchman aſked for a pair of leather 


breeches, which he had laid on a chair at 


the bed's feet, wherein he had money to 
purchaſe his liberty; but the breeches 
could not be found any where; and good 
reaſon why, for as ſoon as I came into the 
chamber, I ſnuffed up a delicate ſmell of 
bacon, which was very refreſhing to me ; I 
diſcoyered from whence it proceeded, by 
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my noſe, and found it was in one of the 
breeches pockets, I mean, I found therein 
a piece of rare gammon of bacon; and 
that J might feaſt upon it the better, and 
pull it out without being heard, I dragged 
the breeches into the ſtreet, and there took 
my fill of the bacon, without being dif- 
turbed, and made an excellent repait. 
When 1 returned into the chamber again, I 
found the poor Frenchman bawling out as 
loud as he could, in broken Spaniſb, but ſo 
that he might be underſtood, they ſhould 
give him his breeches, and that he had in 
them fifty crowns in gold. The attorney 
thought either Colindres, or the catchpoles 
had ſtole them; the alguazil thought the 
ſame: He call ed them aſide, they call de- 

nied it, and gave themſelves to the devil, 
if they knew any thing about the breeches. 
I ſeeing what confuſion and hurly- burly they 
were in, ran as faſt as I could to the ſtreet, 
where I had left the breeches, thinking to 
have brought them again, ſince it was only 
the bacon, and not the money, I wanted; 

but I found myſelf as much to ſeek as 
they were; for ſome lucky perſon paſſing 


by, had already picked them up. As the 


alguazil ſaw the Frenchman had no money 
to bribe him, he raved like a madman, . 
and thought to pump out of the miſtreſs of 

the 
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the houſe, what he could not get out of the 
Frenchman ; he ordered her to be called 
up, and ſhe came halt naked ; when ſhe 
heard the Frenchman ſwearing and bewail- 
ing his fate, ſhe ſaw Colindres crying in her 
ſhift; the attorney in an angry mood; the 
alguazil in afur.ous paſſion ; and the catch- 
poles ſtripping the room of every thing 
they could lay hands on; ſhe did not half 
like this: The alguazil, without any com- 
pliments, ordered her to dreis hurfelt im- 


mediately, and come along with him to 


priion, becauſe ſhe ſuitered men and wo- 
men of bad repute. to rendezvous in her 
houſe. Now it was the ſport began, and 
their noiſe and bawling :ncreaicd, and their 


confuſion was greater than before; for the 


landlady cried out, Mr. alguazil, and Mr. 
lawyer, play none of your tricks with 
me, I befeech you, for I ſee through them 
all; no, no, put none of your cheats up- 


on me, but be quiet, and go about your 


buſineſs, and God go with you; if not, it 
will be none of my fault, if I turn the 
houſe topſy-turvy, and diſcover the whole 
myſtery of this affair; for I very well know 
who my lady Colindres is, and T know that it is 
many months that Mr. alguazil has been 
her bully ; and you had beſt not provoke 
me to explain myſelf any further; but re- 

turn 
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turn the gentleman his money, that we 
may all be Tr jends again, and not loſe our 
good name; for I would have you to 
know, I am a woman of credit and reputa- 
tion; I have a huſband who has (God be 
praiſed) an inſtrument to prove his genti- 
lity, drawn up in full form, with the ſeals 
annexed thereto ; and I exerciſe my func- 
tion with a good character, and without 
prejudice to any one. I have the. copy of 
my huſband's inftrument of gentility, nail- 
ed up, where every body may lee it; and 
therefore fling none of your ſcandals upon 
me, for by my faith I know how to clear 
myſelf: It is likely indeed, a woman of 
ſtrict honour, as I am, ſhould permit wo- 
men to bring in ſtrange men, if ſhe knew 

but they have the keys of their own 
Nos and I am not fo quick-lighted, 
that I can ſee through ſeven walls. My 
maſters were quite thunder-ſtruck to hear 


the long harangue of the landlaly, and 
to ſee how ſhe read them the whole hiſtory 


of their lives; but as they ſaw, there was 


no man whom they could get any money 


of, except it was of her, they perſiſted in 
carrying her to priſon : She complained 


& aloud ro heaven of the injuſtice they did 


9 her in her huſband's abſence, who was ſo 


17 6. 


wo 


I 
1 
> * 
VE 7 1 
* 
. 

»J * 

| 

5 


principal a _ gentleman, The Frenchman 
roared. 


| 
| 
. 


(46) 
the houſe, what he could not get out of the 


Frenchman ,, he ordered her to be called 


up, and ſhe came halt naked ; when ſhe 
heard the Frenchman {wearing and bewail— 
ing his fate, ſhe ſaw Colindres crying in her 
hilt; the attorney in an angry mood; the 
alguazil in a furious paſſion; and the catch- 
poles ſtripping the room of every thing 
they could lay hands on; ſhe did not half 


like this: The alguazil, without any com- 


pliments, ordered her to dreſs herſelf im- 
mediately, and come along with him to 
priion, becauſe ſhe ſuitered men and wo- 
men of bad repute to rendezvous in her 
houſe. Now it was the port began, and 
their noiſe and bawling :increaicd, and their 
confuſion was greater than before; for the 
landlady cried. out, Mr. alguazil, and Mr. 
lawyer, play none of your tricks with 
me, I befeech you, for I fee through them 
all; no, no, put none of your cheats up- 
on me, but be quiet, and go about your 
buſineſs, and God go with you ; it not, it 
will be none of my fault, if I turn the 
houſe topſy-turvy, and diſcover the whole 
myſtery of this affair; for I very well know 
who my lady Colindres is, and I know that it is 
many months that Mr. alguazil has been 
her bully ; and you had beſt not provoke 
me to explain myſelf any further; but re- 


turn 
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turn the gentleman his money, that we 


may all be friends again, and not loſe our 
good name; for I would have you to 
know, I am a woman of credit and reputa- 
tion; I have a huſband who has (God be 
praiſed) an inſtrument to prove his genti- 
lity, drawn up in full form, with the ſeals 
annexed thereto ; and I exerciſe my func- 
tion with a good character, and without 
prejudice to any one. I have the copy of 
my huſband's inſtrument of gentility, nail- 


ed up, where every body may lee it; and 


therefore fling none of your ſcandals upon 
me, for by my faith I know how to clear 
myſelf: It is likely indeed, a woman of 
ſtrict honour, as I am, ſhould permit wo- 
men to bring in ſtrange men, if ſhe knew 
it; but they have the keys of their own 
apartments, and I am not fo quick-l1ghted, 
that I can ſee through ſeven walls. My 
maſters were quite thunder-ftruck to hear 
the long harangue of the landlady, and 


to ſee how ſhe read them the whole hiſtory 


of their lives; but as they ſaw, there was 
no man whom they could get any money 


of, except it was of her, they perſiſted in 


carrying her to priſon: She complained 
aloud to heaven of the injuſtice they did 


her in her huſband's abſence, who was ſo 
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principal a gentleman, The Frenchman 
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roared out for his fifty crowns : The catch. 
poles perſiſted obſtinately, that they had 
never jeen the breeches, and ſaid, God 
forbid they ſhould ever be guilty of any 
ſich thing: The attorney preſſed the al- 
guazil privately, that he ſhould ſearch Co- 
hdres, tor that he tuſpected the muſt have 
the fifty crowns, it being her utual cuſtom 


to dive into the private fobs and pockets of 
thoſe who fell into her clutches: She ſaid, 


that the Frenchman was drunk, and what he 


ſaid about the money was all a he: In 
ſhort, there was nothing but noiſe and con- 
fuſion, crying and bawling, curſing and 


iwearing, and there was no pacifying them, 4 


nor would they have been till now, had not 
the civil magiſtrate of the night, at that very 
inſtant, entered the chamber, who going 
his rounds through that quarter of the 
city, their noe and cries brought him 
hither : He aſked what was the occaſion of 
this diſturbance ? The landlady aniwered 


him in a few words; ſhe told him who the 
nymph Colindres was, who by this time 


had got her cloaths on; ſhe declared the y 


great familiarity there was between her and 


the alguazil; the dilcovered all their ſnarp- 
ng tricks, and their ways of robbing gen- 
tlemen; the excuſed herſelf, ſaying, that 
no woman of an ill character had ever come 

within 
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2 within her doors, by her conſent ; ſhe 
* canonized herſelf a faint, and her huſband 
for a good and holy man, and ſhe baw]- 
ed out to a young girl to run and fetch 
out of the great cheſt, her huſband's 
* inſtrument of gentility, that his wor- 
* ſhip might ſee it; telling him, by that 
it would be plainly ſeen, that the wife 
of ſo honourable a huſband could not 
do ſuch an ill thing; and that if ſhe kept 
a lodging houle, it was becauſe ſhe was ne- 
W ccilitated to it, and heaven knew how 
much it grieved her; and that ſhe had 
BS much rather, if ſhe could; get her liveli- 
hood any other way, than "by following 
chat employment. The magiſtrate, quite 
tired with her long tale, and her preſum- 
ing ſo much on her huſband's gentility, 
ET {::1d to her, Good madam, I do not at all 
doubt that your huſband has his inſtru- 
ment of gentility, ſince you tell me he is a 
gentleman inn Keeper. And with much 
honour, anſwered the landlady; and what 
family is there in the world, let it be never 
= o good, that has not ſome blemiſh in it? 


What I ſay to you, madam, anſwered the 
2 magittrate, is, that you dreſs yourſelf 


3 quickly, tor you mult come along with me 
to priſon; which news ſtruck the poor 
landlady to the ground; ſhe tore her fac: 
22 F with 
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with her nails, and ſent forth piercing 
cries ; but notwithſtanding all this, the ſe- 
vere magiſtrate was not at all ſoftened, but 
carried them all to prion , namely, the 
Frenchman, Colindres, and the landlady : I 
atterwards learned, that the Frenchman loſt 
his fifty crowns, and even more, they ſay, 
for they made him pay coſts ; the land- 
lady paid as much; and Colindres, ho 
had friends in court, came off ſcot-free : 
And the ſame day they releaſed her, ſhe 
caught a ſailor, whom ſhe made pay for 
the Frenchman, by the ſame trick of in- 


forming the alguazil. Thus you ſee, Sci— 


pio, how many and how great miſchiefs 
were occaſioned by my gluttony. 

Scip. Rather ſav, the Knavery of your 
maſter. 

Berg. But give attention a little, for | 
theie were not all the tricks he had, al- 
though it grieves me to ſpeak ill of algua- 
5 and lawyers. 

Scip. But ſpeaking ill of one, does not 
include all; are there not ſome honeſt 
ones amongſt them, who will not concern 
themſelves but with a good cauſe? They 


do not all {pin out their ſuits to the length 


of ſeven years, or more, and take fees "of | 
both parties, nor do they all take more 
than their dues, and intermeddle and fo- 

ment 
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ment diſputes in families, to make them- 
ſelves employment; neither are they all in 
confederacy with the judge, as the old ſay- 
ing has it, Do you trim my beard, and 1 
rim Your ks In the fame manner there 
are e „ho do not aſſociate them- 
ſelves with raſcal! y fellows and ſharpers; 
nor do they all keep miſtreſſes, as your ma- 
ſter did, by whoſe help they may cheat 
people; there are ſome of them. gentle- 
men by birth, and of gentleman-like di- 
poſitions; they are not all ed bluſtering, 
inſolent, ill- bred, mean-ſpirited wretches, as 
thoſe Who go about to he inns meaſuring 
foreigners words, and if they find them 
but an hair's-breadth longer than the due 
ſize, they bring the owners of them into 
trouble; neither do they all 1 to 
take up and releaſe pe ople, and be both 
judge a and a advocate, juſt when ry have a 
mind. | 
Berg. My maſter ſoared higher than all 
this, =nd went another way to work; he 
pretended to be mighty valiant, and to exe- 
cute dangerous arreſts; but upheld his re- 
putation tor valour, without hazarding his 
perſon, tao' his purſe was forced to bleed 
for 1t. One day he attacked fx noted 
bra des under tie gate Aereg, without the: 
aſſiſtance of any one, neither could I be of 
"8 any 
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any ſervice to him, my mouth being muz- 
zcled (for he uſed to Keep me ſo in the 

ay-time, and took it off at night) I was 
quite aſtoniſhed to ſee his boldneſs, bravery 
and reſolution; for he made no more of the 
iwords of theſe fix ruffians, than if they 
had been ofier twigs. It was indeed matter 
of wonder to ſee with what agility he at- 
tecked them, the thruſts he made, and 
with what ſwiftneſs he turned his eye 


about on every fide, and what a ſtrict guard 


he kept,. that they might not ſurround. 


him. In a word, -he was looked upon by 


me, and all who beheld the fray, as a ſe- 


cond Don Quixote, having drove his ene- 


mies from the gate of Xeroz to the col- 


lege of Roderigo, which is more than a 
hundred paces, He left them there, and 


returned to gather up the ſpoils of the 


battle, which were three ſcabbards, and 
immediately went and ſhewed them to the 
civil magiſtrate, who at that time, if I 
miſtake not, was the civilian Sarmiento de 


Valladares. The people ſtared at my maſter 


as he went along the ſtreets, pointing to 
him, as much as to ſay, There goes the va- 
hant man, who had the courage to com- 
bat alone with the very flower of the bra- 


voes of Andalugia. My maſter ſpent the 


reſt of the day in going up and down the 
city 
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city to ſhew himſelf; and the night came 
upon us in the ſtreet called Jana, near 
the powder-mill, My maſter having pried 
about, to ſee if no one obſerved him, he 
went into a houſe, and J after him. We 
found in the court-yard all thole giants, (as 
I may very well call them) who before 
had made the fray, without either cloaks 
or fwords; and one of them, whom 1 
judged to be the landlord, held in one 
hand a jug of wine, and in the other a 

large goblet, which he filled up to the 
brim with generous and ſparkling wine, 
and drank to all the company. As toon as 


they ſaw my maſter, they ran to him with 


open arms, they all drank to him, and he 
pledged them; he would even have done 
it to as many more, being a good-natured 
ſoul, and one who would not quarrel with 
his friend for a ſmall matter. Should I at- 
tempt to relate every thing that was treated 
of there, in what manner they ſupped, the 
frays which they recounted, the thefts they 
related, the ladies which . were thought 
qualified for their employment, and thoſe 
which were rejected; the praiſes which 
they gave one another, the abſent bullies 
which were mentioned, the flouriſhing ot 
their hands, and the fine words. they made 
ule of, and laſtly, the odd figure of the 
landlord, to whom they all paid reſpect, 
1 | 2s 
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as to a maſter or father, I ſhould bring 
myſelf into a labyrinth, from whence I 
could not get out again when I had a mind. 
In a word, I found out at laſt, that the 
maſter of the houſe, whoſe name was Mo- 
7ipodio, was one who harboured thieves 
and bravoes, and that my maſter's terrible 
tray had been firſt concerted amongſt them, 
as likewiſe their running away, and leav- 
ing their ſcabbards; for which my maſter 
paid down a ſum of money, and likewiſe 
the expence of their ſupper, which was 
concluded about break of day, to the ſatiſ- 
faction of them all. Juſt before they 
broke up, they gave information to my 
maſter of a ſtrange bully who was juſt come 
into the city, and whom, as he was more 
valiant than themſelves, they informed 
againit, out of mere ſpite. My mailer 
took him the next night in bed, and he 
choſe the right time, for if he had been 
dreſs'd, I faw by his mien, he would not 
have been ſo ealily taken. By this action, 


which followed juſt upon the heels of the 


fray, the fame of my cowardly maiter was 
augmented, for he was naturally more 
faint-hearted and fearful than a hare, 
being only one of your pot- valiant 
people : and whatever he got by his effice, 
or informations, went dovin the channel] of 
his 
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his valour, or, in other words, was ſpent 
in good cating and drinking. But have pa- 
tience, and give ear to an adventure which 

happened to him, and which I ſhall tell, 
without adding or diminiſhing one word 
from the real truth of it. 

Iwo thieves ſtole a very good horſe in 
 Antequera; they brought him to Seville, and 
made uſe of, in my opinion, a cunning and 
* witty ſtratagem to ſell him withont danger: 
they went and put up at two different inns, 

when one of them went to the magiſtrate, 
and made information that Pedro de Tofade 
= owed him four hundred rials, which he 
had lent him, as appeared by a note ſigned 
with his own hand, which he produced. 
The magiſtrate ordered that this ſame 
Loeſada ſhould acknowledge the note, and 
that if he did acknowledce | it, they ſhould 
either take from him ſome pledge of as 
great value, or elſe put him in priſon. 
6 This affair happened to fall to my matter 
and the attorney his friend. The thief 
carried them to the inn where the other 
= lodged, and he immediately acknowledged 
his hand, confeſſed the debt, and con! oned 
the horſe as a pledge for the pay ment of 
it; which being ſeen by my maſter, he 
y liked him fo well, that he was very de- 
= Arcus of having him, and marked him for 
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his own, if he ſhould happen to be fold, 


The chief let the time allowed by law for 
the payment of the money clapſe, and the 
horle was put up to ſale at the inn, and was 
knocked down at five hundred rials, to one 

v hom my maſter had privately ordered to 


buy it. The hoiſe worth half as much 


again as he gave tor it, but as there was not 
much co mpany in the inn, no body bid 


higher; ſo one of the thieves recovered the 


debt A wh ch was never due to him, and the 
other an acquittance, which he had no need 


oj, and my maiter remained in poſſeſſion of 


the horſe. The thieves immediately de- 


camped; and two days afterwards, my 


maſter having new butniſhed up the furni- 


ture, and got every thing that was wanting 
to the horſe. appeared upon him in the mar- 7 


ket place of San I'ranciſco, more proud and 


ſtatcly than a clown in his holyday cloaths. 
_ Hes ineads congratulated him a thouſand |? 


times on his good bargain, affirming that 


' was as well worth an hundred and fifty 
ducats, as an egg a maravedi; and he 


making the horſe prance and caper about, 


acted his own tragedy on the theatre of the 
above-mentioned market-place. While he 


was wheeling and prancing about in this 


manner, two men Who looked like gentle- 
men, being very well dreſs'd, came up to Þ 
N him, 
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him, and one of them cried out, Surely 
this is my horſe, which was ſtolen from m 
a few days ago in Antequera. All thoſe who 
were with hin 2, which were four ſervants, 
* confirmed what he ſaid, and that it was 
the very horſe that had been ſtolen from 
him; with this, my maſter was thunder— 
tr ack: ; the owner of the horſe made great 
complaints, and gave ſuch good proofs 
that it was his, chat ſentence Was paſſed in 
his favour, and my maſter diſpoſſeſſed of 
the horſe, The comical trick of the thieves, 
in making uſe of the hands of juſtice 1t- 
ſelf to ſell what they had ſtolen, was talked 
of all about the city; and almoſt every one 
was well pleaſed that my maſter's greedi- 
2 neſs had at laſt burſt the bag with over-cram- 
ning it. But his misfortunes did not ſtop 
here; for that very ſame night, the civil 
4 magiſtrate going upon the patrol through 
the ſtreet, having had information given 
him, that there were ſome robbers in the 
3 quarter of Sr. Julian; juſt as we came to a 
== croſs-way, they eſpied a man running by, 
and at this very moment, the magiſtrate 
3 | | ange me by my collar, and clapping me 
on the back, cried, To the thief, a 
FR S] 10 the thief : I, who was quite provoked, 
5 and my patience wearied out, by the ſharp- 
9 ing and baſe tricks of my maſter, that 1 
FX might 
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might execute fully Mr. magiſtrate's or- 

ders, immediately fell upon my maſter, 
and without his being able to help himſelf, 

I lung him to the ground, and if they had 
not taken me off, I ſhould have taken more 
than a four-fold vengeance on him. The 
catchpoles would have beaten me, and even 
have knocked me on the head, had not 
Mr. magiſtrate ſaid, in a magiſterial tone, 
Let no one touch him, for the dog did what I 
ordered him. But however, ſeeing their in- 
dignation, I, without taking leave of any 
one, got through a little hole in the town- 
wall into the fields, and before day-break 
found myſelf in Mayrena, a town about 
tour leagues from Seville, My good luck 

would have it ſo, that I found therein a 
company of ſoldiers, who I heard ſay were 
going to embark at Corthogena. There were 
amongſt them four bullies, who were great 
cronies of my maſter, and'one of them was 
a drummer, who had been betore a catch- 
pole, and was a great juggler, as drum- 
mers commonly are : They all knew me, 
and they all ſpoke to me, and aſked me 
where my maſter was, as if I had been able 
to have anſwered them: But he who took 
the moſt notice of me was the drummer, 
and fo I determined to ſtay with him, if he 
would let me, and to follow him whither- 
ſoever 
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foever he went, though it ſhould be into 
Italy or Flanders; becmiſe Jam of opinion, 
Ha although the proverb ye, Tl: Pos res 
to Rome 2 feel, will return a fout 4 yet e 
viſiting divers countries, and the cone . 7 


with different nations and people, may niace 


a man wile. 

Seip. You ſay right; for I remember to 
have heard one of my maſters, who was a 
great ſcholar, ſay, that a famous Greek, call- 
ed Uly/ſes, had the reputation of being a 
very wiſe man, for only having tr avelled 
through many countries, and converied 
with di ferent people of various nations; 
therefore I commend the reſolution you 
took, to go where-ever they ſhould carry 
vou. 

Berg. The drummer, to ſet off his jug- 
gling tricks to the better advantage, taught 
me to dance to the ſound of a drum, and 
to play ſeveral other monkey tricks, very 
much above the capacity of any other dog 
but mytelf : The time of their commiſſion 
being almolt expired, they began to march 
by ſhort ſtages : By good luck we had no 
commiſſary to reſtrain us : the captain was 
a young man, but a very valiant gentle- 


man; as for our enſign, it was not long 
ſince he left the court, and the public 


feaſts; 
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feaſts ; and our ſerjeant was a good-natured 
{oul, and one who was the diverſion of all 
companies : But the misfortune was, our 
company was full of prating bullies, who 
committed inſolencies in the towns, through 
which we took our rout, which occaſioned 
curſes to be poured on his head, who did 
not deſerve them. It is the unhappineſs of 


a good prince, to be blamed by his people 
for the faults of his officers, becauſe ſome 

are the plagues of others, without any fault 
of the prince; for although he was ever fo | 


deſirous, and ſhould ule his utmoſt endea- 
vours, he would not be able to remedy 
theſe evils; becauſe war is really a ſcourge, 
and will always carry with it ſomething of 
roughneſs and ſeverity, and be attended 


with many inconveniencies. In ſhort, in 


le{s than fifreen days, by means of my quick 


apprehenſion and readineſs to learn, with 
the diligence of him whom I choſe for my 


atron, I knew how to dance, when I was 


bid to do it, for the king of France, and 


not to wag a foot for the tavern women : 
He taught me to curvet and prance like a 


Neapolitan horſe, and to go round like a 


mule in a mill, with other ſuch like things; 
that if I had not found by experience, that 
J had ſufficient abilities to perform them, I 
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Mould have been doubtful whether it was 
not ſome devil in the ſhape of a dog, who 
performed all theſe things. 

My maſter gave me the title of the Wiſe 
Dog; and we no ſooner arrived at any of 
our quarters, but he went through the 
whole town, beating his drum, and giving 
notice to all perſons, who had the curioſity 
to come and ſee the wonderful qualities, and 
ſurpriſing performances of the Wiſe Dog, 
that they were ſhewn in ſuch a houſe, or 
ſuch an hoſpital, at the price of eight or 
four maravedies a-piece, according to the 
largeneſs or ſmallneſs of the town. My 
maſter made ſo eloquent an harangue on my 
noble qualifications, that there was not one 
perſon in the town, who did not come to 
ſee me; and every body went home again 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and very well 
pleaſed with my performances. My maſter 
triumphed in his great gains, and main— 
rained fix of his comrades like ſo many 
kings. Covetouſneſs and envy incited in 

theſe ruffians a oreat defire to ſteal me, and 
they ſought an opportunity to do it; for 
many are in love with, and greedy of gain, 
only chat they may ſpend i it in good cating 
and drinking. This makes ſo many, who 
go about in Spain with puppet-ſhows, and 
others — pins and ballads, that the 
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whole ſtock, though they ſhould ſell it all, 
would not be ſufficient to Keep them one 


day; , and beſides, both the one and the 


other are never. out of the cook-ſhops, and 


the public- bouſes, all the year round; from 


when I conceive, that their drunkenneſs and 


gluttony mult be ſupported by ſome other 


means, than the prohts of their reſpective 
trades. They are all of them a vagabond 
uſeleſs ſet of people, who ſuck in wine 


like a ſpunge, and are great devourers of | 


bread. | 
Scip. No more, Berganſa, let us not re- 

turn to our old trade again, but go on with 

your ſtory, for the night wears away, and 1 


would not have any part of your ſtory un- 


told at break of day. 


Berg. Give attention then: As it is an | 
eaſy thing to make improvements and ad- 


ditions to things once invented, my maſter 
ſeeing how well I could imitate a Neapolitan 
courler, made me a houſing of gilt leather, 
and a {mall ſaddle, which "he put on my 


back; he made likcwiſe a little figure of a 
man, with a lance in his hand, as they have 
when they ride at the ring; he mounted 
the little gentleman on my back, taught 


me to run dexterouſly at a ring, Which he 
placed between two ſticks; and the day I 


was to run at it, he gave notice, that og 
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( 63 ) 
77 e Dog would run at the ring that day, 
and perform many other new and ſurpriſing 
tricks, ſuch as had never been ſeen before, 
which, as they ſay, I performed with great 
dexterity, that I might not make my maſter 


' a liar, We arrived, at length, by our ſer 


ſtages; to Montilla, a town belonging to 
that famous and good chriſtian the marquis 
of Priego, lord of the houſe of Aguilar and 
Montilla, They quartered my maſter in an 
hoſpital, according to his deſire; he imme- 

diately made his utual proclamation, and as 


Fame blew before, to carry the news of the 
ſurpriſing qualities and wonderful perform- 
= ances of the Viſe Dog, in leſs than an hour, 
the yard was full of people. My maſter 
was overjoyed to ſee what a plentiful har- 
veſt he had, and ſhewed that day, ſeveral 
tricks more than uſual. My firſt perform- 
ante, was leaping through a hoop ſeveral 
imes, and in a different manner : He made 


ule of the uſual words, to conjure me, and. 
when he held down a little wand, which he 


held in his hand, was a ſign for me to jump; 


and when he held i it up, for me to ſtand 
ſtill : The firſt word of command he gave 
me that day, (which was one of the — 
memorable of my whole life) was, Come 
my brave lad Gavilan, leap for that old 
man who you know blacks his whiſkers 
, 03-3: every 


( 64 ) 
every morning, to make hiniclt look young; 
and if not for him, leap for the pemp a and 


grandeur of the new-made counteſs Pimti- 


rela, of Plajegenia, who is always talkin 


ot her quality, though before her huſband | 


married her, ihe was ; but a cook-raid. Do 
ycu not like the word of command, Gawi- 
lan? Leap then for the batchelar Pa/las, 
who ſigned himſelf a maſter of arts, with- 


out hay! ing token any degree; O, you are 
lazy, I believe, Why don't you leap | But | 


gueſs what you would be at; leap then for 
the wine of Eſquivias, equally famous with 
that of the royal city, St. Martin and Ribi- 
davia: He held down his wand, and I 
jumped up. He immediately turned about 
to the people, and ſaid with a loud voice, 
Do not think, moſt noble and illuſtrious 
audience, that it is only a few trifling things 


this dog knows. I have taught him twenty- 
four c 5 the leaſt of which, it is worth 


going thirty leagues to ſee: He can dance 
a ſaraband, and the chacona, better than 
even the inventors of them; he can drink 
three pints of wine, without leaving a drop; 
he ſings ſol, fa, mi, la, as well as any pariſh 
clerk in the Kingdom; all theſe things, and 
many more, too tedious to mention, you 
ſhall ſee freſh proofs of, every day, while 
our company ſtays here; and now one 

more 


3 ( 65) 

more leap of this Vi Dog, and then we 
| ſhall entertain you with his other perform- 
| ances. 
Wich this, he kept in ſuſpence the minds 
of his moit noble audience, as he called 
them, and inflamed them with a vehement 
deſire of ſeeing all my fine performances: 
And turning about to me, he ſaid, Come 
Cavilan, repeat once more, what you per- 
formed juſt now, for the ſake of that fa- 
mous witch, who they ſay lives in this place. 


| Scarcely had he ſpoke theſe words, when an 


old woman of about threeſcore, who be- 
longed to the hoſpital, ſet up a loud cry, 
bawling out, Thou knaviſh impoſtor, and 
pPrating mountebank, thou ſon of a whore, 
BZ who doſt thou call a witch, for there 13 
never a one in this place? If thou meaneſt 
the famous witch Camacha, ſhe has long 
fince paid for all her offences, and 13 now, 
God only knows where: But if thou mean- 
eſt me, ſaucy buffoon, know I neither am, 
nor ever have been a witch z and if you 
have heard fo, you have been falſely 1 
formed. — All the world knows the nenance 
I do, not for my witchcrafts, for I never 
practiſe et ny; but the many other fins, 
which, as a ſinful woman I have commir- 
ed: And therefore thou knaviſſi piper, g 
G 3 — Ges 
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( 66 ) 
thee gone out of the hoſpital, or elſe by 
my faith, I ſhall make you mend your pace. 
With this, ſhe ſet up ſuch a ſcolding, and 
gang ſuch a peal in my maſter's ears, that he 
was almoſt ſcared out of his wits; in fine, 
ſhe would not ſuffer him by any means to 
go on with his ſhow. My maſter was not 
at all difpleaſed with this hurly-burly, be- 
cauſe he had got the money into his pocket, 
and ſet apart for another day and another 
hoſpital, the remaining part of my perform- 
ances. The people went away curſing the 
old woman, calling her not only a witch, but 
an old bearded ſorcereſs. But however, we 
ſtaid in the hoſpital that night; and the old 
woman meeting me alone in the court-yard, 
ſaid to me, Do I ſee thee, my fon Montiel? 
Have I at laſt the happineſs to behold thee, 
my fon? Hearing this, I lift up my head, 
and looked ſtedfaſtly at her for a good 
while, which ſhe ſeeing, ran to me with 
tears in her eyes, and throwing her arms 
about my neck, would fain have kiſſed me, 
if I would have let her; but I loathing 
the very thoughts of it, would not permit 
her. 1 
Scip. You did well; for it is not a plea» 
ure but puniſhment, to kiſs, or be kiſſed 
dy an old woman. | 
| Berg. 
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Berg. What] am going to tell you, I 
ſhould have told you at the beginning of 
my ſtory, and ſo we ſhould have been leſs 
aſtoniſhed at hearing ourſclves ſpeak ; for 
you mult know, the old woman ſaid to me, 
Follow me, my ſon Montiel, and I will ſhew 
you where my chamber is; contrive to meet 
me there alone this night; I will leave the 
door open for you, for know, I have many 
things to acquaint you with concerning 
your life, which 1t imports you much to 


be informed of. I held down my head, in 


token of obedience, by which ſhe was 
thoroughly confirmed in her belief, that 
] was the dog Montiel whom ſhe ſought : 
for, as ſhe afterwards told me. 1 remained 
quite amazed and perplexed, expecting 
night with the greatett impatience, to ſee 
where this myſtery or prodigy of the old 
v. oman's words to me would end; and as I 
heard them ſay ſhe was a witch, I expect- 
ed to fee and hear great things from her. 
At laſt the long-wiſhed for moment came, 
that I ſaw myſelf in her chamber, which 
was a little dark cell; there was no other 
light in it, but what the faint glimmerings 
of an earthen lamp afforded. When I went 
in, the old woman was ſitting upon a httle 
cheſt, ſtirring the fire; ſhe immediately 
called me to her, and without ſpeaking a 

4 word, 


w4 


(68) 
word, began to embrace me again, and I 
was forced to be upon the watch, that ſhe 
might not kifs me. The firſt words ſhe 
broke filence with, were, I always truſted 
heaven, that before theſe eyes were cloſed 
in eternal night, I ſhould behold thee, my 
fon; and now that I have ſeen thee, Jet 
death come and free me from this trouble- 
fome life: You muſt know my fon, that 
in this city lived the moſt famous witch that 
ever was in the world, whom they called Ca- 
macha de Montilla. She was ſo expert in her 
enchantments, that neither the Zricke's, 
Circe's, Medea's, or any others of thoſe, of 
whom I have heard fay hiſtories are full, 
were to compare to her. She could con- 


| geal the clouds whenever ſhe had a mind, 


covering therewith the face of the ſun; and 
when ſhe pleaſed, ſhe could make the 
moſt cloudy and tempeſtuous ſky become 
Clear and ſerene. She tranſported men in 
the twinkliug of an eye, from the moſt 
tiſtant countries, and had a wonderful 
cure for thoſe virgins who had been negh- 
gent in guarding their honour. She con- 
vealed the faults of widows in ſuch a man- 
ner, that though they were wanton, yet 
they were accounted modeſt. She parted 


thoſe that were mar ied, and married whom- 


ſoever ſhe pleaſed. In December ſhe had 
e 5 1 freſh 
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6659) 
freſh roſes in her garden, and in January 
ſhe cut wheat. To make water-creſies 
grow in a tray, or to ſhew any perſon that 
was required, either alive or dead, in a 
looking-glaſs or in a baſon of water, was 
accounted but a trifle by her. She is ſaid 
to have transformed men into beaſts, and 
that ſhe really made uſe of a ſexton fix 
years, under the form of an aſs, which I 
have never been able to comprehend how 
it is done. For that which is ſaid of thoſe 
ancient enchantreſſes, who transformed men 
into beaſts, the moſt learned men ſay, that 
it was nothing elſe, but that they, with 
their great beauty and allurements, drew in 
men to be deeply in love with them, and 
ſubjected them in ſuch a manner, making 
them ſubſervient to all their wanton deſires, 
that they were more hke beaſts than men. 
But in you, my ſon, experience ſhews me 
the contrary, for I know that thou art a 
man, though I ſee thee in the likeneſs of a 
dog, unleſs this is effected by what they 
call a Deceptio viſus, which makes one thing 
appear for another. Let that be as it will, 
what grieves me is, that neither I nor thy 
mother, for we were diſciples of the good 
Camacha, ever arrived to ſuch a degree of 
perfection in this art, as the hericlf; not 
becauſe we had not .capacities and inclina- 

tions 


(70 | 
tions to learn, for we had rather too much 
than too little of theſe; but becauſe of her 
malice and envy, for ſhe would never com- 
municate to us the more hidden ſecrets of 
her art, but reſerved them to herſelf. 
Your' niother, ſon, was called Montiela, 
and, after Comatha, was very famous; my 
name is Cannzares, and if I am not ſo wite 
as thoſe two, yet at leaſt I have as good 
deſires as the beſt of them. It is true, 


that even Camacha herſelf did not ſurpaſs 


ybur mother in courage, for ſhe would 
draw a: circle, and ſhut- herſelf. up in it, 
with' a. whole” legion of devils: For my 


part, I muſt confeſs I was always a little 
fearful;- and contented myſelf with conjur- 


ing up half a legion. But with reverence 


be it! ſpbketr of them both, in reſpect of 
that which concerns the mixing and pre- 


ſerving the ointments, with which we as 


nointourſelves, I will not yield to either of 


them, nor to any who at this day are pro- 
ficients in the ſame art. But you muſt 
know, my ſon; that as I have ſeen, and fee 


daily, that life, which runs upon the ſwift 


wings of time, comes to an end at laſt, I 
have reſolved to leave all the crimes of 


Witchcraft, and have contented myſelf 


with only being a ſorcereſs, which is a very 
difficult vice to forſake ; your mother did 
the 


(71) 
the ſame, ſhe forſook a great many vices, 
and did a great many good deeds in this life; 


45:0, 


CARE Ears. . 


die of any inirmity, but of grict, which 
Camacha her miſtreis was the cauſe of, either 
out of ſpite, which ſhe conceived againſt 


her, becauſe ſhe was grown almoſt as great 


a proficient in our art as herſelf, or elſe trom 
ſome other private grudge, or little pique 
of jealouſy, which 1 could never tho:ough- 
ly lift out; for your mother being with 
child, and the hour of her delivery being 
come, Camacha was her midwite, who re- 
ceived into her hands what your mother 


ed her, that ſhe had been delivered of two 
little puppies; and as ſoon as ſhe ſaw them 
ſhe cried out, Good heavens ! what malice 


Montiela, T am thy friend, and will conceal 
this delivery; do you but take care to re- 
cover your ſtrength and health again, and 
be aſſured your diſgrace ſhall remain buried 
in oblivion. Let not this adventure give 
you any uneaſineſs, for you are ſenſible that 
I know well enough, that you have been 
concerned with no other a long time, bur 
your friend Roderigo the porter; and there- 
fore your being delivered of theſe dogs, 
proceeds from ſome other cauſe, and con- 
tains 


but ſhe at laſt died a lorce: eſs; ſhe did not 


brought forth; and ſhe immediately fhew- 


and villany is here? Nevertheleſs, ſiſter | 
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tains ſore myſtery in it. Your mother and 
I, who was prelent all the while, were 
quite aſtoniſhed at this ſtrange adventure. 
Camacha went out and carried away the! 


whelps ; I ſtaid with your mother, to affiſt 
her in what the wanted, wio could not be- 


lieve what had happened to her; ſometime | 


atterwards Camache drawing nigh her end, 


and being in the lait moments of her life, 


ſhe called your mother, and told her how 
ſhe had transformed her ſons into dogs, to 
revenge herſelf for an old grudge which 
ſhe owed her; but that ſhe ſhould not be 
troubled at it, for they would return to 
their firſt ſhape and condition, when it was 
leaſt expected; but that it could not be till 
they had ſeen with their own eyes, the fol- 
lowing prediction accompliſhed : | 


Let this remembrance ſome relief afford, 

To human ſhape they'll be again rejtor'd, 

When they hall fee thrown groveling to the ground, 
T hoje that erect, as lojty pines were found : 

And thaſe that laid lew in the duſi this hour, 
Shall be raid up by the ſame mighty power, 


Theſe were the words Camacha ſpoke to 
your mother, with her dying breath, as I 
have already told you. Your mother tock 
them down in writing, and engraved them 
dceply in her memory, as I likewiſe did 

in 
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in mine, in caſe we ſhould, by good luck, 
ever have the opportunity of acquaintin 
either of you with it; and that I might find 
you out, I called all the dogs I ſaw of your 
colour, by the name of your mother; not that 
I I thought that as dogs you would know the 
name, but to ſee if any of them would an- 
| {wer to a name {9 different from what dogs 
are commonly called by; and to-night, 
when I ſaw you perform ſo many ſurpriſing 
things, and that you was called the iſe 
Dog; and likewiſe how you lift up your 
head, and looked at me, when I called you 
in the court-yard, I ſuſpected you was the 
fon of Maontiela, and therefore, with the 
greateſt pleaſure, have made you acquaint- 
ed with the hiſtory of your birth, and by 
what means you are to recover your former 
=. ſhape, which I heartily with was as eaſy as 
that which they ſay the golden aſs made uſe 
of, which conſiſted only in cating a roſe; but 
J thine depends upon other people; actions, 
and not on thy own. And therefore all 
thou haſt to do, ſon, is to recommend thy- 
ſelf to God, in thy private thoughts, and 
wait with patience; for theſe, Iwill not call 
them prophecies, but divinations, which 
will ſhortly come to pais, according to 
your wiſhes; for ſince the good Camecha 
has pronounced them, I make not the leaſt 
H doubr 
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(74 ) 
doubt of their happening; and you, with 
your brother, if he is alive, ſhall ſce all 
theſe expectations anſwered. What gricves 
me is, that J am fo ncar my end, that I 
ſhall not be able to fee it. Many times I 
made account to enquire of my familiar 
{pirit, what end this adventure of yours 
ſhall have, but I never did, becauſe he 
never gives a direct aniwer to any of our 
enquiries, but couches it in dark and ob- 
ſcure terms, which have ſeveral ſignifica- 
tions; ſo that there is no depending upon 
any aniwer which this our lord and maſter 
gives; for with one word of truth, he 
mixes a. thouſand lies: And as far as I can 
gather by his anſwers, he Knows nothing 
of tore for certain, but only by gucſlcs. 
Notwithſtanding all this, he ſo deludes us 
witches, that although he makes a mock of 
us many times, and plays a thouſand tricks 
upon us, yet we cannot forſake him. We 
go a great way from hence, to ſee him ima 
large field, wherein an infinite number of 
{orcerers and ſorcereſſes aſſemble together; 
and there he gives us ſomething to eat, of 
a very unplealant taſte ; and there are 
other things tranſacted, which, in good 
truth, I dare not tell you, becauſe the! y are 
foul and loathſome, and I will not offend 
your chaſte cars. Some are of Pub 
Hat 
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that we go to theſe feaſtz in imagination 
only; and that the devil i imprints thereon, 
the images of all thoſe things, Which we 
aſterwards relate have happened to us; 
others ſay not, but that we really go there 
both in body and ſoul; and for my part, 


J hold that both theſe opinions are true, 


inſomuch, that we ourſelves do not know 
when we g9 one way or other; becauſe 
all that paſſeth with us in 1magination 
only, is ſo intenſely imprinted, that it is 
exactly the ſame, as if we had actually 
gone there in perſon, The inquiſitors have 


male ſome experiments of this upon ſome 


of us, whom they have kept preſſed down, 
and [ think they have found what I ſay to 
be true. At laſt, I hal a mind to forſake 
this fin, and have uſed my endeavours to 
do it: I have betaken myſelf to this hoſ- 
. ital, where I cure the poor, but fome of 
them die, which gives me new life, by 
what they bequearh to me, or what old 
cloaths they leave behind them, for my 
care. I pray a little in public, and mur- 
mur much in private : It goes better with 
me by being a hypocrite, than with being 
an open ſinner. The appearances of my 
preſent good deeds, blot out from the me- 
mory of thoſe that know me, my former 
bad ones, In a word, a hypocritical holi- 
H 2 
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neſs does no harm to any one, but to him 
who praCiſes it. Son Moentiel, take this 
advice of me, do all the good you can; 
but if you mult be wicked, endeavour to 
hide it much as you can. I am a for- 
cereſs, I do not deny it to you; and that 
your mother was a witch and a ſorcereſs, 1 
can as little deny. Nevertheleſs, the fine 
outward appearances of us both, were 
ſufficient. to gain us a good reputation 
with every one. Three days before ſhe 
diced, we had both of us been to a merry- 
making, 1n one of the valleys between the 
Pyrenecn mountains; and when ſhe died, it 


was with ſo much calmneſs and ſerenity, 


that excepting a few wry faces, which ſhe 
made a quarter of an hour before ſhe gave 
up the ghoſt, ſhe ſeemed as eaſy as if ſhe 
had been upon a bridal bed ſtrewed with 
flowers. The transformation of her two 
ſons broke her heart, and ſhe never would, 
even at the point of death, forgive Cema- 
cha : I cloſed her eyes, and attended her to 
her grave; and there I left her, never to 
{ce her more, although I have not loft all 
hopes of ſceing her before I die, becauſe it 


is talked in the town, that ſome perſons 


have feen her walking in the church- yards 
and croſs-ways in different ſhapes ; and per- 
haps ſome time or other I ſhall meet her; 


and 


| (77) 
and I will aſk her, it ſhe would have me 
do any thing to unburthen her conſcience. 
Every thing the old woman ſaid to me, in 
praiſe of her, who ſhe told me was my mo- 
the, was as a ſpear which pierced me to 
the heart, and I had a great mind to fill 
upon her, and tear her to pieces; but I did 
not do it, becauſe I was unwilling death 
ſhould ſeize her in fo unprepared and ſinful 
a condition. Finally, ſhe told me, that 
ſhe deſigned to anoint herſelf that night, to 
go to one of their uſual nocturnal meet- 
ings, and that whilſt ſhe was there, ſhe in- 
tended te enquire of her familiar, a little 
of what was to befal me. I would have 
aſked, if I could have ſpoke, what thoſe 
0:ntinents were, which ſhe mentioned, 
and it feems, that ſhe read my thoughts, 
ſince ſhg anſwered, (as if I had aſked her) 
what I wanted to be informed of, in theie 
words: This ointment, with which we 
witches anoint ourſelves, is made up of tha 
juices of herbs, of an extreme cold na- 
ture, and not (as it is commonly ſaid to be) 
of the blood of thoſe infants which we. 
ſtrange. Here you may likewiſe atk me, 
what pleaſure and profit the devil has by 
making us kill theſe harmleſs creatures, 
fince Le knows, that being baptized, they 
are received into heaven, as being innocent, 
| "1-3 and- 
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and without ſin ; and that he himſelf ſuf- 
fers an additional torment by every chri- 
ſtian joul that eſcapes him? To which I can 
give you no other anſwer, but what the 
proverb ſays, which is, That he puls out 
toth his own eyes, to put out one of his cne- 
my's: I mean, the exceſſive grief he pierces 
the parents with, by killing their children. 
And that which concerns "him moſt, is to 
make us commit, at every ſtep, fo cruel 
and diabolical a crime; and all this God 
permits, for the ſins of men ; for without 
his permiſſion, I have ſeen by experience, 
that the devil cannot hurt fo much as an 
ant; and this is fo true, that having asked 
him one time to deſtroy my enemy s vine, 


he made anſwer, that he could not ſo 
much as touch a leaf of it, becauſe God 


would not permit him: By which thou 
mayeſt know, when thou art a man, that 
all the misfortunes that happen to nations, 
kingdoms, cities, and towns, ſudden 


deaths, ſhipwrecks, and contagious dit- 


tempers, in a word, all the ills which 
we call accidents, proceed from the hand 
of the Moſt High, and are permitted by 
his will; but that our fins and wicked ac- 
tions proceed entirely from ourſelves. God 
is ſinleſs, from whence we may infer, that 
we are the authors of ſin, forming. it in 

thought, 
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thought, word, and deed; God permitting 
it all for our offences, as I have before 
ſaid. You will ſay now, ſon, if you un- 
derſtand what I am ſaying, who hath made 
me a divine; and you will perhaps ſay with- 
in yourſelf, Body of this old whore, why 
don't ſhe leave off being a ſorcereſs, and 
return to God, ſince ſhe knows, that he is 
more ready to pardon fins, than to permit 
them? To this I make anſwer, (as if you 
had really aſked me) that a habit of ſin- 
ning, becomes in time a ſecond nature; 
and this of ſorcery becomes as dear and 
neceſlary to us, as our very fleſh and blood; 
and ſo ſtupifies the ſoul, that it even cools 
and benumbs its faith, from whence ariſes 
a forgetfulneſs of itſelf, and it neither re- 
members the terrors with which God threa- 
tens it, nor the glory to which he invites 
it; and, in fine, as it is a fin which con- 
ſiſts in ſenſual pleaſures, it deadens and 
ſtupifies all our faculties, not permitting 
them to perform their proper offices as they 
ought ; and ſo the ſoul remaining uſeleſs, 
difordered, and flothful, cannot raiſe its 
conſideration, if it would, to any good 
thought; and ſuffering itſelf to be ſwal- 
lowed up in the profound abyſs of its 
miſery, it cannot raiſe itſelf to God. I 
have one of theſe ſouls which I have de- 
Fu ſcribed 
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ſcribed to you, I {ce it, and Know it well; 
but as ſenſual pleaſure hath fettered my 
Will, I have always been, and always ſhall 
be wicked, 

But'let us leave this, and talk a little 
about the ointments, which I ſay are ſo 
extremely coll, that when we anoint our— 
ſelves with them, they deprive us of all 
our ſenſes, and we remain ſtretched upon 
the ground naked, and then it is, they fav, 
that every thing which ſeems to us, to be 
really tra anſacted, paſſes only in our 1mag!- 
nation. Other times, Eaving made an end 
of anointing ourſelves, we are transformed, 


as we think, into cocks, owle, or crows; 
and in this ſhape we go to the place where 


our maſter expects us, and there we come 


to our firſt ſhape again, and partake of 


pleaſures which I ſhall paſs over in ſilence, 
becauſe they are ſuch, that it even gives 


me pain to call them back to memory, 


and my tongue flies back with horror 
from relating them; and yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, I am a ſorcereſe, and I 
cover with the cloak of hypoecriſy, all my 
faults. It is true, that if ſome cſteem and 
honour me as a good woman, there are not 
wanting many, who tell me of the marks 
which the fury of a choleric judge imprint- 


ed o on us; who, in former tinice, having 


ſom e 
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ſome accuſation againſt me, and your mo- 
ther, delivered us up to the hangman to 


execute his anger upon us, who, not being 


fec'd, uſed his full power and rigour upon 
our ſhoulders. But this is paſted, as all 
things paſs away, ſlipping out of the me- 
mory ; and people being tired with talk- 
ing always of one thing, new events mak- 
ing us forget the old. I live in this hoſpi- 
tal, and in outward appearance am very 
good; I am not ſo old, but I may live a 
year longer, althouch I am now 3 
five; and now I cannot faſt for my great 
age, nor pray for the ſwimmings in my 
head, nor go any more pilgrimages, be- 
cauſe of the feebleneſs of my legs, and 
cannot give alms, becauſe I am poor, 
nor even think well, becauſe I delight in 
doing ill; with all this I know that God is 


good and merciful. But enough of this, 


let us have no more of this talk, for in 
good truth it rakes me fad : but come, 
my ſon, and you ſhall ſee me anoint my- 
ſelf, for a fat ſow is better than a lean one, 
and it is good to make hay while the ſun 
ſhines, and not to mourn when we may 
laugh : I mean, that although the pleaſures 
which the Devil gives us are ſometimes 
real, and ſometimes imaginary only; ne- 
vertheleſs they ſeem pleaſures to us, ne 

the 


( 2 
the delight is much 9M in imagination 
than enjoyment ; althoug! in true pleaſures 
it cught to be to the contrary. Having 
thus Enithed her long tale, ſhe roſe up, 
and taking the lamp, went into another 
room, leſs than the former; I followed 
her, diſtracted by a thouſand different 
thoughts, and ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at 
what I had hen ard, and what I expected to 
ice; Caunizares hung the lamp upon the 
wall, and haſtily undreſſed herſelf to her 
ſhift; and taking out of a corner a glazed 
pot, ſhe put her hand in it, and muttering 
between her teeth, anointed herſelf from 
the ſole of her foot, to the crown of her 


head, which was quite bare; before ſhe 


had made an end of anointing herſelf, ſhe 
told me, that whether her body ſhould re- 
main without life or motion in the cham- 
ber, or ſhould vaniſh out of it, that I 


ſhould not be frightened, but ſtay there till 


morning; becauſe I ſhould know ſome 
news of what adventures I ſhould ſtill run 
through, before I regained my firſt ſhape. 
I let her know, by bowing down my head, 
that I would obey her; and with this: ſhe 
mace an end of anointing herſelf, and re- 
mained ſtretched on the ground as if ſhe 
had been dead; I put my mouth to hers, 
and found fhe did not breathe in the leaf 

a4 I Will 
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J will confeſs the truth to you, $c7379, 
that I was terribly affrighted to ſce mytelf 
ſhut up in that little chamber, With that 
ſtrange figure before my eyes, wich I will 
deſcribe to you, the beſt I am. able. It 
was about ſeven foot long, the waole was 
an anatomy of bones, cover red with a 
black hairy ſkin; her breaſts ſcemed like 
two empty bladders, dry and wrinkled ; 
her lips black, her teeth cloſed, her no!- 
crooked, her eyes ſtarted out of their 90. 
kets, her head bald, her cheeks were ſunk 
in, her throat narrow. In a word, every 
part of her was pofſeſſed by the Devil; 
I ſet' myſelf to examine her attentively, 
but fear ſoon took poſition of me, re. 
flecting on the ugly ſight of her body, 
and the Worſe employment of her ſoul. 1 
would have bit her, to ſee whether ſhe 
would come to herſelf again, but I could 
not find any part about her, but what was 
ſo loathſome, that I could not find in m 
| heart to touch it. However, I laid hold 
| of herheel, and dragged her into the court- 
yard; but for all this ſhe gave no ſigns of 
her being ſenſible of it. There, with look- 
Ing at the ſky, and ſecing myſelf | in a wide 
place, my fear left me; at leaſt it was mo- 
derated in ſuch a manner, that I had the 
courage to ftay to ſee how this horrible 
ſcene 


E 
{cene would end. In the mean time, I aſk- 
ed myſelf, Who has made this wicked old 
woman ſo diſcreet, and yet fo wicked? 
From whence does ſhe know what misfor- 
tunes are accidents, and what proceed 
from our own fins? By what means does 
ihe underſtand and ſpeak ſo much of God, 
and yer deals fo much with the devil. 
How can ſhe fin ſo much, when ſhe can in. 
no ways plead 1gnorance ? In theſe medi- 
tations the night ſliped away, and the day 
approached, which found us in the midſt 
of the court-yard ; ſhe not come to her- 
felf, and I ſitting on my legs near her, at- 
tentively beholding her frightful and foul 
aſpect. The people of the hoſpital came, 
and ſceing this ſight, ſome cried out, Alas 
the holy Cannizares is dead, fee to what a 
weak and disfigured condition her peni- 


tence and faſtings reduced her; others 
more conſiderate felt her pulſe, and per- 


ceiving it to beat, found ſhe was not dead, 


from whence they conceived ſhe was in a 
trance; others {aid, This old whore muſt 


without doubt be a ſorcereſs, and is now 
anointed, for the ſaints are never jn ſuch 


unſeemly raptures, and ſhe has always, 


amongſt thoſe that know her, had more 
the reputation of a ſorcereſs, than a faint. 


There were ſome ſo curious, that they 


went 
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went up to her, and ſtuck pins in her fleſh, 
from head to foot; but all this did not a- 
” wake this ſound fleeper, nor did ſhe come 
to herſelf again, till ſeven o'clock the next 
morning ; and as ſhe felt herſelf pricked 
by the pins, bit by the heels, bruiſed with 
the dragging her out of the chamber, and 
in the preſence of fo many people, who 
ſtood looking at her; ſhe immediately be- 
lieved, and very rightly too, that I had 
been the author of her diſgrace; and ſo 
running to me, and laying both her hands 
on my throat, ſhe endeavoured to throttle 
me, crying out, O ungrateful, ignorant, 
and malicious villain ! 1s this the reward I 
deſerve for the good ſervices I have done 
your mother, and thoſe which I intended 
to have done you? Seeing myſelf in dan- 

er of loſing my life, in the claws of this 
8 harpy, I ſnapped at her, and catch- 
ing hold of her old wrinkled ſkin, T drag- - 
ged her all about the court-yard, ſhe bawl- 
ing out, that they ſhould deliver her from 
the teeth of the evil ſpirit. Hearing theſe 
words of the wicked old woman, the great- 
eſt part of them believed, that I was one 
of thoſe demons who have a continual - 
grudge againſt good chriſtians, and ſome 
tun to throw holy water upon me; others 
did not dare to come near me; others cried 
Ws we 1 out 
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ſcene would end. In the mean time, I af 
ed myſelf, Who has made this wicked obe 
woman fo diſcrect, and yet ſo wicked? 
From whence does ſhe know what misfor 
tunes are accidents, and what procee! 
trom our own fins? By what means dos; 
ihe underſtand and ſpeak fo much of God, 
and yer deals fo much with the devil: 
How can ſhe fin ſo much, when ſhe can in 
no ways plead ignorance: In theſe medi- 


tations the night ſped away, and the day 


approached, which found us in the midi} 
of the court-yard ; ſhe not come to her- 
felt, and I ſitting on my legs near her, at- 
tentively beholding her. frightful and foul 
aſpect. The people of the hoſpital came, 
and ſceing this ſight, ſome cried out, Alas 
the holy "Cannizeres is dead, fee to what a 
weak and disfigured condition het peni- 
tence and faſtings reduced her; others 
more conſiderate felt her pulſe, and per- 
celving it to beat, found ſhe was not dead, 
from whence they conceived ſhe was in a 
trance; others jaid, This old whore muſt 
without doubt be a ſorcereſs, and is now 
anointed, for the ſaints are never in ſuch 
unſeemly raptures, and ſhe has always, 
amongſt thoſe that know her, had more 
the rep! atation of a ſorcereſs, than a ſaint. 
There were ſome ſo curious, that they 

went 
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went up to her, and ſtuck pins in her fleſh, 
from head to foot; but all this did not a- 
wake this ſound fleeper, nor did ſhe come 
to herſelf again, till ſeven o'clock the next 
morning ; and as ſhe felt herſelf pricked 
by the pins, bit by the heels, bruiſed with 
the dragging her out of the chamber, and 
in the preſence of ſo many people, who 
ſtood looking at her; ſhe immediately be- 
lieved, and very rightly too, that I had 
been the author of her diſgrace; and fo 
running to me, and laying both her hands 
on my throat, ſhe endeavoured to throttle 
me, crying out, O ungrateful, ignorant, 
and malicious villain ! is this the reward I 
deſerve for the good ſervices I have done 
your mother, and thoſe which I intended 
to have done you? Seeing mylelf in dan- 
ger of loſing my life, in the claws of this 
furious harpy, I ſnapped at her, and catch- 


ing hold of her old wrinkled ſkin, I drag- - 


ged her all about the court-yard, ſhe bawl- 
ing out, that they ſhould deliver her from 
the teeth of the evil ſpirit. Hearing theſe 
words of the wicked old woman, the great- 
eſt part of them believed, that I was one 
of thoſe demons who have a continual 
grudge againſt good chriſtians, and ſome 
run to throw holy water upon me; others 
did not dare to come near me; others cried 
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| ( 36 ) | | 
out they ſhould exorciſe me; the old wo- 
man muttered, and I kept faſt hold ; the 
confuſion grew greater and greater; and 
my maſter, whom the noiſe had brought 
hither, raved like a madman, hearing them 
ſay, that I was a devil come out of hell; 
others who did not. underſtand exorciſms, 
Jaid hold of three or four cudgels, with 
which they begun to exorciſe my loins for 
me, in a very diſagreeable manner; I did 
not like the jeſt, and ſo let go the old wo- 
man, and in three leaps got into the ſtreet 
and in a few more out of the town, fol- 
lowed by an infinite number of boys at my 
hcels, crying out as loud as they could, 
Get out of the way, make room, for the 
Wiſe Dog is run mad; others cried, He is 
not mad, but it is the devil in the ſhape 
of a dog. I got out of the town horribly 
bruiſed, great numbers following me, who 
undoubtedly believed I was a devil, as well 
for the things they had ſeen me perform, 
as for the words the old woman ſpoke 
when ſhe awoke out of her accurſed ſleep. 
I run away ſo faſt, and made ſuch haſte in 
getting out of their ſight, that they thought 
I had vaniſhed away like a devil; in fix 
hours I went twelve leagues, at the end 
of which, I came to the quarters of ſome 
gipſies, which was in a field near Granada. 
- I ſtoped 
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I ſtoped here a little, and becauſe ſome 
of the gipſies knew me to be the Miſe Dog, 
they received me with no little pleaſure, 
and hid me in a cave, that I might not 
be found, if I was fought for, with an in- 
© tention, as I afterwards learned, of getting 
money by me, as the drummer my ma- 
. ſter had done. Twenty days I continued 

with them, in which I examined their life 

and manners, which being pretty remark- 

able, I cannot omit giving you an account 
of them. 

| Scip. Before you proceed any farther, 

Berganſa, it will be better that we ſtop a 
little, at what the ſorcereſs told you, and 
examine if the great lie, to which you give 

credit, can poſſibly be true. Conſider, Ber- 

ganſa, it would be the greateſt folly to be- 

lieve that Camacha ever changed men in- 

to beaſts, and that the ſexton ſerved her 
ſo many years, as they ſay, in the ſhape of 
an aſs. All theſe things, and the like, i 
are only hes, or the deceits of the devil; | 
and if it ſeems to us now, that we have f 
ſome underſtanding, and are capable of 
reaſoning, being really dogs, or under the 
form of them, we have already ſaid, that 
it is a wonderful and ſtrange thing, and 
what was never ſeen before. Would you 
be convinced more fully, conſider on what 
S trifling 
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trifling things, and ſilly points Camacha 
faid our recovering cur firſt ſhape again 
depended ; and thoſe which you think pro- 
phecies, are only fooliſn ſtories, and old 
women's tales; ſuch as thoſe concerning 
the horſe without a head, and the enchant. 
ed wand, with which, the long winter 
nights are paſſed away at the fire {ide ; for 
if they had been any other, they would 
have been accompliſhed before now, unleſs 
it is that her words are to be taken in a 
ſenſe, which I have heard ſay, is called al- 
legorical, which ſenſe does not ſignify what 
the words literally mean, but ſome other 
thing, which although it is different, has 


fome analogy to them, and ſo to ſay: 


Let this remembrance ſome relief afford, 

To human ſhape they Il be again re: tor'd, 

W hen they ſhail ſeethrown grovling tothe ground, 
Thoſe that erect, as lofty pines were found: 
And thoſe that laid low in 8 duſt this hour, 


Shall be rais'd up by the fame mighty power. 


Taking it in the ſenſe which I have men- 
tioned, it ſeems to me, to ſignify, that 
we ſhall recover our firſt ſhape again, when 
we ſhall ſee thoſe, who were yeſterday on 
the higheſt ſpokes of fortune's wheel, to- 
day caſt down, and trampled under foot 
by misfortunes, and held 1 in little account 


by 
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by thoſe who moſt eſteemed them. And 
in the ſame manner, when we ſhall ſee 
others who two hours ago had no other 
portion in this world, but only to fill up 
a vacant place, and increate the number 
of its inhabitants, and now they are raiſ- 
ed to ſuch towering heights of fortune, 
that we luſe fight of them; and if before, 
they could not be ſeen for their littleneſs 
and obſcurity,, now we cannot reach them 
tor their greatneſs and exalted ſplendor : 
and if our putting on the form you ſpeak 
ot, had conſiſted in this, we have already 
ſeen | it, and we fee it at every ſtep; from 
whence I conceive, that the verſes of Ca- 
macha are not to be taken in an allegorical 
ſenſe, but a literal one, and our remedy 
conſiſts as little in Alte {ince we have ſeen 
many times what they ſignify, and yet we 
are as much dogs as ever, as you may lee ; ſo. 
that Camacba was a falſe decciver, Cannizares 
a lying, prating goſſip, and Monteila a filly, 

malicious beldam, with reſpect be it ſpoken, 


if ſhe really is the mother of us both, or 


your's only; for I will not have her for 


my mother: I ſay then, that the literal 


and true meaning 1s a game of nine-pins, 
wherein with ready dilgence they throw 
down thoſe which are ſtan 1ding, and ſet u 


thoſe which are fallen, and this by the 
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hand of one who is able to do it. Conſider 
then, if in the courſe of our life we have 
ever ſeen them play at nine-pins, and if 
we have ſeen them, according to this, we 
ſhould have been changed into men. 

Berg. I own you are in the right, Scipio, 
and that you are wiſer than I thought for; 
and from what you have ſaid, I begin to 
think and believe, that all we have been 
doing hitherto, and what we are doing now, 
is a dream, and that we are really dogs. 
But however, let us enjoy as much as we 
can, this gift of ſpeech, which we have, 
and this 4 great pre-eminence,, of being 
capable to diſcourſe according to reaſon 
and therefore do not be tired with hearin 
me relate what happened to me dere 
the gipſies who hid me in the cave. 

Scip. J hearken to you willingly, to ob- 
lige you to give attention to me, when J. 
relate to you, if heaven pleaſes, the ad- 
ventures of my life. 

Berg. J employed myſelf while I was. 
with the gipſies, to obſerve their fly tricks 
and deceits, by which they impoſed upon 
people; the great miſchiefs they did, and 
the thefts which the gipſies of both ſexes 
practiſe, from almoſt the very moment 
they leave off their blankets and are able to 
run alone ;. You.ſee what a_multitude there 
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is of them diſperſed throughout all parts of 
Spain; but they all know, and keep cor- 


reſpondence with one another, and carry 


on a trade by exchanging their thefts : 


They pay greater obedience than they do 
to their lawful king, to one whom they 
{tile the count, who, with all his ſucceſſors, 
goes by the ſirname of Maldonado; not 
becauſe they are any ways deſcended from 
that noble family, but becauſe a page be- 
longing to a gentleman of that name be- 
came enamoured with a gipſy, who would: 
not grant him her love, unleſs he made 
himfelf a. giply, and married her: The 
page did ſo, and he pleaſed the other gip- 
ſies ſo much, that they made him their 
King, and paid him obedience as ſuch ;; 
and, as a token of their vaſlalage, they. 
allow him a part of all they ſteal, when. 
it is of any value. They employ them- 
felves, to give colour to their 1dleneſs, in 
working things in iron, and ſo you. will 
always ſee them ſetting forth to ſale, in 
the ſtreets and highways, pincers, nail- 
piercers, hammers, and ſuch like trifles, 
which they likewiſe make uſe of themſelves, 
to execute their robberies: The women 
are their own: midwives, and in this they 
have the advantage of our women, that 
1 bring forth their births into the world 

| without. 


( 92) 

without coſt or charge; they waſh their 
young children with cold water as ſoon 
as they are born; and from that time to 
the day of their death, they are hardened 
and inured to bear the inclemencies and 
rigours of the different ſeaſons, ſo that 
they are nimble and briſk, and are great 
runners, vaulters and dancers. They al- 
ways marry amongſt themlelves, that their 
cheating tricks and frauds may not come to 
be known to any but thoſe of their fraterni- 
ty: When they aſk alms, they getit more by 
their jeſts and cunning lies, than their de- 
votions; and under pretence that there 
is no one will truit them, they get into no 
ſervice, but give themſelves up to an idle 
lazy life: And ſeldom or never have 1 
ſeen, if I remember aright, any giply re- 
ceiving the communion at the foot of the 
altar, although I have gone many times 
into the churches: Their thoughts are 
wholly employed in contriving how they 

ſhall cheat people, and where they ſhall 
ſteal : They relate their thefts to one ano- 
ther, and in what manner they effected 
them: One day a gipſy related to the others 
before me, a trick that he had put upon a 
countryman; Which was, that the gipſy 
had an aſs with a thort tail, and on the little 
bare ſtump of his tail, he ! ins raten a faiſe 


one, 


(93) 
one, that was very full of hair, which was ſo 
well ſet on, that it ſeemed as if it was his 
own natural one: He brought it into the 
market place, and a countryman bought 
it of him for ten ducats; as ſoon as he 
ſold it, and received the money, he told 
the countryman, that if he had a mind to 
buy the brother of it, who was every bit as 
good, he would ſell it him a better penny- 
worth. The countryman bid him go and 
fetch it, and that he would purchaſe it of 
him, and in the mean while he would carry 
that which he had bought to his lodgings. 
| The countryman went his way, the gipſy 
| followed him, and by ſome means or 
| other, the gipſy had the dexterity to 
| ſteal the aſs from the countryman, whom 
| he had fold it to; and immediately 
| he took off the ſham-tail, and lefr him 
| only his own bare ſtump : He changed the 
pannel and halter, and was bold enough 
| to go and ſeek out the countryman, that 
he might ſell it him a ſecond time; he 
found him before he had miſſed the firſt 
als, and after a few words, he bought 
the ſecond. He went to his lodgings to 
pay the money, where he found the firſt 
aſs miſling ; and although it was very un- 
likely, yet he ſuſpected the giply had 
ſtole it from him, and refuſed to pay bio ; 
che 
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the gipſy run out for witneſſes, and 
brought in thoſe who had received the dut 
for the firſt aſs, and they ſwore, that the 
gipſy had fold the countryman an als 
with a very large and buſhy tail, very 
different from this ſecond one which he 
fold him. Beſides all this, there was ar 
alguazil preſent, who eſpouſed the cauſe 
of the gipſy with ſo much earneſtneſs, that 
the countryman was obliged to pay for the 
aſs twice over. They related a great 
many other thefts, and all or the great- 
eſt part of them were of beaſts, in ſteal- 
ing of which they are very expert, and 
make 1t their chief employment. In a 
word, they are a very wicked ſet of peo- 
ple; and although many and very wiſe 
Judges have endeavoured to reform them, 
yet they are not in the leaſt amended, At 
the end of twenty days, they had a mind 
to carry me to Murcia, for which purpoſe, 
we were obliged to pals through Granada, 
where the company to which the drum- 
mer my maſter belonged, was at that time 
quartered : As the gipſies had information 
of it, they kept me locked up in a cham- 
ber belonging to the inn where they lay; 1 
heard them mention the reaſon of it, and 
did not much like the intended journey, 
and ſo I was refolved to get looſe, if 1 
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could, and afterwards put it in execution. 
In going out of Granada, I came to an or- 
chard belonging to a Moor, who received 
me with a good will, and I ſtayed with a 
better, thinking that he would want me for 
nothing elſe but to guard his orchard, an 
employment, in my opinion, of leſs trouble 
and labour, than that of guarding the flock; 
and as there was no need to ſtand wrang- 
ling about wages, the Moor eaſily found a 
ſervant whom he might command, and I a 
maſter to ſerve : I ſtayed with him above 
a month, not becauſe I liked my way of 
life ſo well, but on account of the pleaſure 
I conceived in remarking and finding out 
the life my maſter led, and by this means, 
that of all the Moors in Spain. O how 
many ſtrange things could 1 tell you, Sci- 
pio, of this Mooriſh crew, if I was not 


afraid we ſhould not be able to make an 


end of them theſe two weeks; and if I was 
to be particular, I ſhould not even finiſh 
them in two months. My maſter being a 
miſerable covetous wretch, as all of that 
breed are, he fed me with 'bread made of 
millet, .and with little bits and ſcraps which 
was his own common food : But kind hea- 
ven enabled me to bear this hardſhip, by a 
very ſtrange accident, as you ſhall hear; 


every morning, as ſoon as the day began. 
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to break, a young man who ſeemed to be a 
{tudent, came and ſat down under one of 
the many pomegranate trees that were in 
that place; he was dreſſed in bays, which 
by long wear, had changed colour, and 


looked a little thread-bare : He was always 


very buſy in writing in a pocket-book, and 
every now and then, he ſtruck his fore- 
head with the palms of his hands, and bit 
his nails, looking up ſtedfaſtly to the {ky ; 
other times he was ſo wrapt in thought, 
that he neither ſtirred hand or foot, nor 
even his eye-lids, ſo great were his rap- 


_ tures. One time went near him, without 


his perceiving me; I heard him mutter 
lomething between his teeth, and after 
ſome pauſe, he cried out aloud, Thanks 
to my lucky ſtars, this is the beſt ſtanza 
E ever made in my whole life! and writ- | 
it down as faſt as he could in his book, 
he ſeemed to be highly delighted with it; 
all which made me conjecture, that this 
happy man muſt needs be a poet. I 
fawned upon him with my uſual careſſes, 
to aſſure him of my tameneſs; I threw 
myſelf at his feet, and he being aſſured of 


my gentleneſs by this mark of reſpect, 


purſued his thoughts, and began to ſcratch 
his head, and to be in his high - flown 
A again, and to write as before. 

When 


(.97 

While he was thus employed, there came 
4 gay well dreſſed young man into the 
orchard, with ſome papers in his hand, 
in which he read from time to time; he 
came to the other, and ſaid to him, Have 
you finiſhed the firſt act? I have juſt 
now finiſhed it, anſwered the poet, the 
moſt happily that can be imagined. In 
| what manner? aſked the other. After this 
manner, anſwered the poet; his holineſs 
the pope appears cloathed in his pontifical 
| habits, with twelve cardinals all dreſſed in 
purple; for when the event, which is the 
ſubject of my comedy happened, there 
was a Mutatio Coparum, and the cardinals 
did not go dreſſed in red, but purple; 
and therefore it 1s highly neceſſary, in or- 
der to keep a due propriety, that theſe my 
cardinals ſhould be cloathed in purple; 
and this is a matter of great importance to 
the comedy; I cannot be miſtaken in this 
point, becauſe I have read over the whole 
book of the Roman ceremonies, only that 
I might be in the right, as to theſe habits. 
But where the devil do you think, replied 
the other, we can get purple dreſſes for 
twelve cardinals? Get them you mult, 
anſwered the poet, though you go to Rome 
for them; for if you take only one away 
of theſe, I will give you my comedy for no- 
thing. 
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to break, a young man who ſeemed to be a 


ſtudent, came and fat down under one of 
the many pomegranate trees that were in 
that place; he was dreſſed in bays, which 
by long wear, had changed colour, and 
looked a little thread-bare : He was always 
very buſy in writing in a pocket-book, and 
every now and then, he ſtruck his fore- 
head with the palms of his hands, and bit 
his nails, looking up ftedfaſtly to the ſky; 
other times he was ſo wrapt in thought, 
that he neither ſtirred hand or foot, nor 
even his eye-lids, ſo great were his rap- 
tures. One 'time I went near him, without 
his. perceiving me; I heard him mutter 
ſomething between his teeth, and after 
ſome pauſe, he cried out aloud, Thanks 
to my lucky ſtars, this is the beſt ſtanza 
I ever made in my whole life! and writ- 
ing it down as faſt as he could in his book, 
he ſeemed to be highly delighted with it; 
all which made me conjecture, that this 
happy man muſt needs be a poet. I 
fawned upon him with my uſual careſſes, 
to aſſure him of my tameneſs; I threw 
- myſelf at his feet, and he being aſſured of 
my gentleneſs by this mark of reſpec, 
purſued his thoughts; and began to ſcratch 
his head, and to be in his high - flown 
raptures again, and to write as before. 
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While he was thus employed, there came 


a gay well dreſſed young man into the 
orchard, with ſome papers in his hand, 
in which he read from time to time; he 
came to the other, and ſaid to him, Have 
you finiſhed the firſt act? I have juſt 


now fimſhed it; anſwered: the poet, the 


moſt happily that can be imagined. In 
what manner? aſked the other. After this 


manner, anſwered the poet; his holineſs 


the pope appears cloathed in his pontifical 
habits, with twelve cardinals all dreſſed in 
purple; for when the event, which is the 
ſubject of my comedy happened, there 
was a Mutatio Caparum, and the cardinals 
did not go dreſſed in red, but purple; 
and therefore it is highly neceſſary, in or- 
der to keep a due propriety, that theſe my 


cardinals ſhould be cloathed in purple; 


and this is a matter of great importance to 
the comedy; I cannot be miſtaken in this 
point, becauſe I have read over the whole 


book of the Roman ceremonies, only that 
I might be in the right, as to theſe habits. 


But where the devil do you think, replied 


the other, we can get purple dreſſes for 


twelve: cardinals? Get them you muſt, 


anſwered the poet, though you go to Rome 


for them; for if you take only one away 
of theſe, I will give you my comedy for no- 
K thing. 
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thing. Body of me! muſt this grand and 
magnificent appearance be loſt? Imagine 
to yourielf what a fine ſhew his holineſs} 
the pope will make on the ſtage, ſurround- 
ed with twelve grave cardinals, and the 
other attendants which he mult neceſſarily |. 
have with him; by heaven! it will be 


one of the grandeſt and moſt magnificent 


ſcenes, that has ever been ſeen in comedy, | 
not excepting that called the No/egay, writ- | 
ten by Daraja. By this I was fully aſſur- 


ed the one was a poet, and the other a play- 


er. The player adviſed the poet to clip off 


a few of their eminences, if he would not 
make the comedy impoſſible to be acted: 
To which the poet replied, that they might 
thank him, that he had not brought in the 
whole conclave, to grace the memorable 
action which was the ſubject of his moſt 
ingenious and well-contrived comedy. The 
actor laughed at this, and left him to his 
employment, . to return to his own, which 
was to ſtudy a part in a new comedy. The 
poet having wrote ſome niore ſtanza's of 
his magnificent comedy, pulled out of his 

pocket, with great gravity and delibera- 
tion, ſome broken pieces of bread, and a- 
bout twenty raiſins, as Ithink ; for although 
I counted them, yet Iam in doubt if there 
were ſo many or no, becauſe there were 
ſome 
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| fome crums of bread mixt with them: 
He ſeparated, and blowed away the crums, 
and eat the raiſins one by one, and I believe 
he even eat the ſtalks, for I ſaw him fling 
nothing away; he would tain have eaten 
too, (for his appetite ſeemed in no wiſe to 
be fully ſatisfied) the broken pieces of 
bread, which being coloured by the nap' 
of his pocket, looked as if they were 
Lula, but they were ſo hard, that tho' 
he endeavoured to ſoften them by chewing, 
not only once, but ſeveral times, yet he 
was not abie to maſter them; all which re- 
dounded to my profit, tor he flung them 
to me, ſaying, Here, take them, and much 
good may they do thee. 

Good gods! cried I, within myſelf, is 
this, which this poet gives me, the Nec 


or Ambroſia, which they ſay the gods, = 


his patron Apollo live upon in heaven. In 
a word, the poverty and wretchedneſs of 
the poets, is generally very great; how- 
ever, my neceſſity was greater, ſince It 
obliged me to eat what he lung away. All 
the time he was compoſing his comedy, he 
never miſſed coming to the orchard, nor 


did I want for cruſts of bread, for he di- 


vided them with me very liberally, and we 
uſed to go together, after our repaſt, to the 


well, where we both quenched our thirſt, as 
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great as two monarchs, 1 laying down and 
lapping, and he making ule of one of the 
pots which was f faſtened to the wheel. But 
the poet having finiſhed his comedy, came 
no more to the orchard ; and hunger prel- 
{ed me fo much, that I was reſolved to leave 
the Mer, and go into the city to ſeek ſome 
better fortune ; for as the proverb fays, 
Fe finds it out at laſt, who often removes hi; 
quarters, Juſt as I entered the city, I met 
my poet; as ſoon as he ſaw me, he came to 
me with open arms, and I went to him, 
ſeeming to be overjoyed that I had met 
with him. He immediately begun to pull 
out pieces of bread, a little tenderer than 
thoſe he uſed to bring with him to the or- 
chard, and delivered them up to my Jaws, 
without chewing them in his own, a favour 
which ſatisfied my hunger, with uncom- 
mon pleaſure, He went through the city, 
I followed him, refolving to have him for 
my maſter, if he would receive me, ima- 
gining I could keep my camp from ſtar- 
ving, by what was overplus in his fortreſs ; 
for there is no better, nor more laſting 
purſe than charity and generoſity, whoſe 
liberal hands are never poor. And there- 
fore I don't agree with that proverb, which 
ſays, Mas da "el duro, que el deſnudo; The 
uiggard, or berd-bear ſed nau, gives more than 
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the poor man; as if the covetous and hard- 
hearted man gave as much as the gene— 
rous poor man, who gives his good wiſhes 
and deſires, when he has nothing elſe to 

beſtow. After walking ſome time we ſtop- 
ped at the houſe of the maſter of a com- 
pany of players, who, to the beſt of my 
remembrance, was called Angus: There 
was a numerous audience aſſembled to hear 
my maſter's comedy; but in the middle of 
the firſt act, they went out one by one, 


and two by two, till at laft the maſter and 


I made up his whole audience. As tor the 
comedy, it was ſuch a one, that although 
F was but an aſs, in reſpect of thele poctical 
matters, yet I myſelf thought that Satay 
himſelf had compoled it, for the total ruin 
and perdition of the poet, who already be- 
gun to {wallow his {pittle, beholding the 
tolitude in which the audience had left 
him; and perhaps his fore-boding foul 
preſaged the dire diſgrace, which already 


threatened him ; which was, that all the 


actors, who were above twelve in number, 


came in together, and without ſaying a 


word, laid hold of my poet, and if it had 
not been that the maiter interpoſed, and 
paciſied them a little by his authority, 
joined with prayers and intreaties, they 
would, without doubt, have toſſed him in 
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21 blanket. I remained quite thunder-ſtruck 
with this event; the maſter out of humour, 
the players merry, and the poet in a pet, 
who with a great deal of patience, although 
the ſerenity of his countenance feemed to 
be a little ruffied, took up his comedy, 
and putting 1t in his boſom, muttered be- 
tween his teeth; I is not good to throw 
Pearls before ſwine, and with this he walked 
out with much gravity and calmneſs. For 


my part, I was quite out of countenance, 


and I neither could, nor would follow him; 
and I hit the right nail on the head; for 
the maſter of the players careſſed me ſo 
much, that it obliged me to ftay with him, 
and in leis than a month, I became a prin- 
cipal actor, and a great favourite of the 
town, in the interludes and pantomime 
entertainments. - They muzzelled me, and 
taught me to attack on the ſtage any one 
they had a mind; ſo that, as the inter- 
ludes are commonly concluded with cud- 
gels, in our company they were con- 
cluded, by ſetting me on, and I threw 
down, and trampled under foot, all that 


came in my way, with which I made fools 


laugh, and brought much gain to my ma- 
fter. O Scipio] how many things could I 
relate to you, which I ſaw and remark- 
ed in this, aud two other companies of 
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comedians, whom I lived with ſome time? 


but it being impoſſible to reduce it to a 


ſuccinct and conciſe narration, I muſt leave 


it for another day, if we ſhould be fo 
happy as to have another day's conference 
together. You ſee how long my diſcourſe 
has been ; ; you have ſeen likewiſe, how 
many and different adventures I have run 
through ; my long travels, and the many 
maſters I have had ; but all you have heard, 
is nothing in compariſon to what I could 
relate to you, concerning what I remarked 
among this ſet of people, vig. their me- 
thod of proceeding, their way of life, their 
cuſtoms, their employments, their labour, 
their 1dleneſs, their 1gnorance, and their 
wit; with an infinite number of other 
things I could tell of; thoſe whoſe buſineſs 
ts to prompt, and thoſe who get among 
the audience to receive what 1s acted, with 
ſhouts of applauſe, and the tricks they 
make ule of to deceive their audience ; the 
greateſt part of whom are extremely fond 
of {ſtrange appearances, and wonderful me- 
tamorphoſes. 


Scip. I very well conceive, Berganſa, what 


a large field lies open to you for diſcourſe; 
and I am of opinion, that you ſhould leave 
this for a particular diſcourſe by itſelf, and 
for an opportunity when we ſhall be in no 
fear of being diſturbed. Berg. 
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Berg. Let it be ſo, and give attention, 
I came with a company of actors to this 
city of Valladolid, where they gave me a 
wound in an interlude, which had like to 
have coſt me my hte. I could not revenge 
myſelf then, becauſe I was muzzelled, and 
afterwards in cold blood I would not, for 
a deliberate revenge argues cruelty, cow- 
race, and a wicked heart. But I grew 
tired of this employment, not becaule there 
was much trouble or labour in it, but be- 
_ cauſe ] faw a great many things in it, 
which required both correction and amend- 
ment; and as I could only tee, but not 
remedy them, I thought it beſt. to get out 
of the ſignt of them, and ſo I became 
very reli;zious all of a ſudden, as thoſe do 
who forſake their vices, when they can no 
longer follow them; which makes good 
the 0.4 proverb, 17 is better late than never. 
1 fay then, that ſeeing you one night car- 
rying a lantern before the good Mabudes, 
I looked upon you as one contented with 
your condition, and juſtly. and holily em- 
ployed ; and ſtirred up by a commendable 
emulation, I determined to follow your 
ſteps; and with this laudable intention, I 
ran before Mahades, who immediately choſe 
me for your companion, and brought me 
to this hoſpital. What has happened to me 
ſince 
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fince J have been here, is not ſo inconſide- 
rable, but it will take ſome time to relate, 
eſpecially the diſcourſe I heard between 
four ſick men, whom their hard fate, and 
wretched poverty, had brought into this 
hoſpital, who lay all in one room. Permit 
me to relate it, for it will not take up 
much time, and comes in very @ propos. 

Scip. I give you leave; but be as conciſe 
as you can, for I believe the day is not far 
off. 

Berg. In the four beds at the end of 
this infirmary, were a poet, an alchymiſt, 
a a mathematician, and one of thoſe people 
whom they call projectors. 
| Scip. I remember to have ſeen theſe good | 
people. 

Berg. I fay then, that in one of the hot- 
teſt days of laſt ſummer, the windows be- 
ing ſhut cloſe, I was almoſt ftifled, and 
lay under one of the beds, ſucking in 

| greedily what little air there was. The 
poet began to bewail bitterly his hard for- 
tune; and the mathematician aſking him 
what he complained of, he made anſwer, 
of his cruel and niggardly fortune. And 
have I not ſufficient reaſon to complain, 
added he, ſince having obſerved the rule 
| which Horace lays down in his Art of Poe- 
i, that no work ſhould come to the i 
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till ten years after its firſt compoſing: And 


I have one which I have employed twenty 
years on, and it is twelve ſince I finiſhed 


it, a work great in the ſubject, admirable 
and new in the invention, lofty in the 


verſe, entertaining in the epiſodes, marvel- 


lous in the diviſion, for the beginning“ 
anſwers to the middle and end, ſo that they 
compoſe a ſublime, ſonorous; heroic, and Þ 
delightful poem ; and yet notwithſtanding Þ 
all this, I cannot find a prince, or any great N 
man to dedicate it to; I mean a prince, 
who is wiſe and learned, liberal and mag- 
nanimous: So miſerable are the times, and 
ſuch a depraved age is this of our's! Of Þ 


what does the poem treat? aſked the alchy- 
miſt. It treats, anſwered the poet, of what 
archbiſhop Twrpin omitted, in“ his hiſtory 
of king v Ke of England, together with a 
ſupplement, containing the life of St. Brial, 
and all this in heroics, part in rhime, and 
part blank, but all in ſhort metre; I ſay, 
in ſhort metre, compoſed of noun ſub- 
ſtantives, without admitting any one verb. 
For my part, anſwered the alchymiſt, I 


underſtand but little of poetry, and there- 


fore cannot ſufficiently judge of the hard 
fate 


. N. B. This poem has been ſince publiſhed at Lon- 
don, with ſome alterations, by Sir R. B. ; 
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ate you complain of; but though it was 
much greater than it is, it, would not be 
equal o mine; which is, that it was for 
want of ſome great man to ſupport me, 
and give me the neceſſary materials winch 
the ſcience of alchymy requires, that 1 
tam not now rolling in gold, and richer 
than either Midas or Craſus. Have you 
experienced, ſenor Alchymiſt, laid the ma- 
thematician, tlie poſfibility of exiracting 
ſilver from other metals? L ooh e not as 
yet, anſwered the aichymiit, 2xtracted any, 


but I verily know it may. be 095% 4 and in 
leſs than two months, I {hill vs 0 | 
ed the philoſopher's ſrone, Wich | 
you may turn into gold and by er, the | 
very ſtones themſclves. You h. both of | 


| you highly exaggerated your m Fortunes, | 
ſaid the mathematician z and yet one has 2 
| compoſed an excellent poem, and only | 
wants a great man to dedicate t to; and ) 
the other wants but little of finding out | 
| the philoſopher's tone: But what ſhall I | 
ſay of mine, which ſo far exceeds your's, | 
that I have not any thing to ſupport myſelf 

with? Two and twenty years I have been | 
employed in finding out the longitude, and | 
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here I take it, and there I leave it, and 


imagining oftentimes, that I have found 
it, and that it cannot poſſibly eſcape me, 
when 
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when I do not in the leaſt ſuſpect it, I find 
myſelf as far to ſeek as ever, which fills 
me with ſurprize and aſtoniſhment ; it is 
the ſame with the ſquare: of the circle, 
which I have come ſo nigh finding out, 
that I know not, nor can imagine why J 
have it not at this time in my pocket; and 
ſo my pain is like that of Tantalus, who is 
near the fruit, and dies with hunger, and 
in the water, and yet periſhes with thirſt, 
Sometimes I think I have hit upon the 
truth, and at other times find myſelf fo far 
from it, that I am forced to climb up 
again the mountain, which I have juſt 
come down, with the rock of. my labours 
upon my back, like another $;/yphus. 
| The projector had kept filence till now, 
and here he broke it, with theſe words; 
For my part, I renounce from henceforth 
all thoſe employments, which neither main- 
tain, nor even give the poſſeſſors of them 
bread to eat. I, gentlemen, am a pro- 
jector, and have, at different times, laid 
before his majeſty ſeveral different ſchemes, 
all which would, if put in execution, be 
very much to his advantage, without any 
prejudice to his kingdom; and I have juſt 
now drawn up a petition,” wherein IJ hum- 
bly beſcech him to appoint ſome proper 
perions, to whom I may communicate a 
new 
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new ſcheme, that I have drawn up, which 
is ſuch a one, that it will pay all the debts 
of the ſtate, and repleniſh his coffers. But 
by the ſucceſs I have had with my other 
petitions, makes me judge that this like- 
wiſe will be rejected: But that you may 
not think me a madman, gentlemen, al- 
though my ſcheme by this means may be- 
come public, yet I will communicate it to 
you; it is, to petition the aſſembly of 
the ſtates, to enact a law, that all his 
majeſty's ſubjects, from the age of four- 
teen to ſeventy, be obliged once a month, 
to confine themſelves to bread and wa- 
ter, and this to be on a certain appoint- 
ed day; and that all the money which 
would have been expended that day in 
fruit, fleſh, fiſh, wine, eggs, pulſe, Sc. 
be given to his majeſty, without defraud- 
ing him of a farthing, of which every one 
ſhould take his oath; and by this means, 
in twenty years time, all the debts of the na- 
tion would be paid: For if I have computed 
a-right, there are in Spain, more than three 
millions of people within the limits of the 
above-mentioned age, beſides infirm old 
people who are above, or thoſe that are un- 
der it, and no one of theſe three millions 
can ſpend leſs than a ryal and à half a a 
day, and this at a a vergynoderaig computa: - 


tioa- 
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tion; but will ſay only one ryal, for it 
cannot well be leſs; and do you think, 
gentlemen, it would be a ſmall matter, for 
the king, to have three millions of ryals, 
every month, winnowed, as it were, from 
all incumbrances ? And this would be ra- 
ther an advantage, than a lols to the faſters, 
ſince by faſting they would pleaſe heaven, 
as well as ſerve the king ; and there might 
be ſome too, to whom faſting might be 
convenient for their health's ſake. This 
is a project quite free from duſt and ſtraw, 
and might be collected by the curates of 
the pariſhes, without the charge of  offi- 
cers, who are the ruin of the ſtate. They 
all laughed at the project and the pro- 
jector, and he, in the ſame manner, laughed 
at their follies; and for my part, I was 
filled with admiration, at what I heard 
them ſay, and to ſee that ſuch men moſt 
commonly die in an hoſpital, 
Scip. You are in the right, Berganſa; have 
you any thing further to ſay ? 1 
Berg. Only two things more, with which 
I ſhall conclude. My maſter going one 
night to aſk alms in the houſe of the cor- 
regidor of this city, we found him alone, 
and I thought it a good opportunity to ac- 
quaint him with what I had heard an old 
man, who is a patient in this hoſpital ſay, 
TE . | | | | 7 con- 


inn 

concerning the means to prevent the ſad 
ruin which idle young girls come to, who 

by not getting into ſervice, fall into divers 
ills, and at laſt are obliged to go into the 

hoſpitals: I ſay then, chat being willing 
tell him, I raiſed my voice, thinking that 
[ had the gift of ſpeech; but inſtead of 
pronouncing articulate ſounds, I barked in 
ſo loud a note, that the corregidor being 
diſguſted at it, called out to his ſervants 
to drive me out of the hall with a good 
cudgel; and a lacquey, who came running 
at the call of his maſter, (it would have 
been better for me had he been a little deaf 
juſt at that time) laid hold of a piece of 
wood, which was the firlt thing that came 
to his hand, and ſo baſted my ribs with it, 
that I carry the marks of thoſe blows up- 
on me, even at this day. 

Scip. And do you complain of this, Ber- 
ganſa? _ 

Berg. Have I not reaſon to complain, 
when I feel the ſmart of them yet, as I have 


already ſaid, and that I think my good inn: 


tention did not deſerve ſuch a reward? 
Scip. Why look you, Berganſa, no one 
muſt intermeddle where he is not called 
upon, nor concern himſelf in what does not 
belong to him. Beſides, you muſt conſi- 
der, that the advice of the poor is never 
| „ taken, 


| 
| 
| 


great men, and are the moſt forward to in- 
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taken, although it be never ſo good; nor 
muſt the poor man have the preſumption 
to counſel the great, and thoſe who think 
they know every thing: Wiſdom and 
knowledge in the poor man is obſcured, 
for poverty and wretchednels are ſhadows 
and clouds which darken it; and if by 
chance it diſcovers itſelf, it is looked up- 
on as fooliſnneſs, and is treated with con- 
tempt. 

Berg. Vou are in the right, and I ſhall 
for the future take warning by what I have 
already ſuffered, and follow your advice, 


In the fame manner I went the other night, 


into the houle of a lady of diſtinction, who 
had in her arms a little diminutive lap- 
dog, ſo ſmall, that ſhe might have hid him 
in her boſom, who, as ſoon he ſaw me, 
leaped out of the arms of his lady, run at 
me, barking furiouſly, and ſo great was his 
inſolence, as to bite me by the leg. I 
beheld him with anger, but reſtrained it 


out of reſpect to his lady, and ſaid with- 


in myſelf, Thou little baſe animal, if I 
ſhould catch thee in the ſtreet, I would 
either take no notice of thee, or elſe I would 
tear thee in pieces: I reflected upon this, 
that even cowards and daſtards are bold 
and inſolent, when they are in favour with 


ule 
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ſult thoſe that are in every reſpect better 
men than themſelves. 

Scip. We lee a plain proof of the truth of 
what you ſay, in ſome little pitiful fellows, 
who under the ſhadow of their maſters, 
dare to be inſolent. But if by chance, 
death, or any other accident deprives them 
of their ſupport, by throwing down the tree 
on which they proped themſelves, then it 
is plainly ſeen how little courage they have; 
for, in fine, all their good qualifications 
are no more than what they borrow from 
their maſters and protectors ; but true vir- 
tue and a good underſtanding, are always 
the ſame, naked, or cloathed, alone, or in 
company: It is true, that it may ſuffer 
ſometimes in the eſteem of people, but its 
true and real value is never leſſened. And 
here let us end this diſcourſe, for the light 
which comes through theſe chinks, ſhews 
that the day is far advanced, and at night, 
if we are not deprived of this oreat bene- 
fit of ſpeech, it will be my turn to relate 
to you my adventures. | 
Berg. Agreed, and be ſure to er our 
appointment. 


„ The. 
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The frange HISTORY of 


Cortado and Rincon. 


. T a certain inn, near the end of 
A thoſe large and fertile plains of Al- 


cadia, as we go from Caſtile to An- 

dalufia, in one of the hotteſt days in ſum- 
mer, there chanced to meet together two 
boys, about fourteen or fifteen years of 
age, neither of them could exceed ſeven- 
' teen, both of a good countenance, but in 
a very ragged and ſhabby condition; they 
had no cloaks on, their breeches were of 
linen, their ſtockings were ſuch as nature 
gave; they were indeed ſomething better 
ſhod, for one of them had a pair of ſhoes 
made of ruſhes, though it 1s true, they 
were none of the beſt, and thoſe of the 
other had a multiplicity of holes in them, 
and the ſoles quite worn away ; one of them 
had on a green cap like a huntſman; the 
other an old hat without a hatband, low 
in the crown, and broad enough in the 
brims for an umbrello; ſhirts they had. 
none, for they had but half a one betwixt 
| | them, 
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| them, or, in other words, one of them had AM 


a piece of a ſhirt, which juſt covered his 
foulders and breaſt, and that was ſo black, 
that one would have {worn it had not been 
waſhed ſince the days of Neoh; as for the 
other, he had none at all, nor any pockets, 
but he ſeemed to have a little bundle in 
his boſom, which (as it afterwards appear- 
ed) contained, nothing but a neck-band or 
two, which had no need of being ſtarched, 
for they were ſtarched enough with greaſe; 

there were caretully wrapt up in "them, 
fome cards of an oval figure, the corners 
of them being worn out by frequent uſe, 

they were both of them ſun-burnt, their 
nails as long as eagle's claws, and their 

hands not very clean; one of them had an 
old dagger by his ſide, and the other a 
yellow-handled knife, ſuch as is uſed by 
butchers; they both went out to cool them- 
ſelves in the porch before the inn, and ſit- 
ting down fronting each other, the eldeſt 
ſaid to the youngeſt, Pray young gentle- 
man, what is your country, and whither 
are you bound? My country, replied the 
youngeſt, I do not know, neither do 1 
know which way I am travelling. Why, 
truly, faid the elder, I do not ſuppoſe your 
worſhip came from heaven, neither 1s this 
a place for you to take up your abode in 4 


(117) 
and therefore you will be obliged to go far 
ther. It 1s very true, anſwered the youngeſt; 
but I told you true in what I ſaid, becauſe 
the place I was born in, is not me, nor 
have I any thing more there, than a father 
that does not own me, and a mother-in- 
law, who indeed treats me like a ſon-in- 


law, and the road where I travel, is where 


fortune leads, and where I find any body 
that will give me what is neceſſary to paſs 
through this miſerable life ; there will be 
the end of my journey. And pray, Sir, 
ſaid the eldeſt, Was you brought up to any 
buſineſs? The other replied, I know none, 


but that I can run as faſt as a hare, and leap 


like a deer, and handle a pair of ſciffars 
admirably well. All this is very good and 
profitable, ſaid the eldeſt, becauſe ſome 
ſexton or another will give you the Al- 


Saints offering, if you can cut him out the 


paper flowers for the monuments on Holy 


Thurſday. You miſtake me, Sir, replied 
the youngeſt, my calling is not of that 


kind; but that as my father, by the good- 
neſs of heaven, was a taylor and hoſier, 
he learnt me to cut out buſkins, which 
are, as you well know, a ſort of ſtock- 
ings without feet; and truly, I might long 
before now have been a maſter taylor, had 
not my niggardly fortune thruſt me up in 


Aa corner. 
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a corner. All theſe things, ſaid the eldeſt, 
I reckon of worth, and I have always heard 
ſay, that the greateſt genius's lie moſt 
concealed ; however, you are ſtill young 
enough to mend your fortune; but, if I am 
not deceived, you have yet greater abilities, 
which you do not care to diſcover. That 
I have, ſaid the youngeſt, but they are not 
for every one to know, as you have well 
obſerved. To which the eldeſt replied, 
Bur I can aſſure you, I am one of the ſe- 
creteſt young men that you will find in 
many miles, and to oblige you to diſcover 
your greateſt ſecrets, I will tell you mine 
firſt ; for I imagine there is ſome myſtery 
in our coming together after this manner 
and it 1s my behef, we ſhall remain true 
friends to each other, as long as we live. 
I, Sir, was born in Fuenfrida, a well-known 
place, and very famous for the great num- 
ber of travellers, which are continually paſ- 
ſing through 1t : My name 1s: Pedro del Rin- 
con, my father 1s a gentleman, for he is-a. 
miniſter of the holy cruſade; that is, he 
is ane who publiſhes the Pope's bulls ; for 
ſome time I aſſiſted him in this office, and 
learned it ſo well, that I would not turn 
my back on any body in the buſineſs. But 
one day taking a greater affection to the 
money ariſing from the profits of the bulls, 
. than 
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than to the bulls themſelves, I laid hold 
of a bag, and made the beſt of my way 
with it to Madrid, where with the many 
opportunities I had of {pending my mo- 
ney, I ſoon drew out the very intrails of 
my bag. 

He that had the char ge of the money, 
came afrer me, and apprehended me, and 
J had but little javour ſhewn me; although 
it is true, the udges pitying my vouch, 
contented them!eives with ordering me to 
be tyed up, and to be a little fly-flapp'd, 
and that I ſhould be bariſh'd from the 
court for four years : I bore my ſufferings 
with patience, ſhrugo'd up my ſhoulders, 
and went into baniſhment with fo much 
haſte, that I had no time to look for a 
horſe; I took along with me what 1 
thought moſt neceſſary, and amongſt the 
reſt, this pack of cards, (and now I called 
to mind the old ſaying, He carries his all 
en his back) for with theſeaT have gained 
my living at all the public houſes and 
inns between Madrid and this place, play- 
ing at one and thirty; and though, Sir, 


they are dirty and torn, they are of won- 


derful ſervice to thoſe who underſtand 
them, for they ſhall never cut without 
leaving an ace at bottom, which is one 
good point towards eleven, with which 

advan- 
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advantage, thirty-one being the game, he 
ſweeps all the money into his pocket : Be- 
ſides this, I know ſome flight tricks at 
cards and hazard, ſo that as you are very 
dexterous, and a thorough maſter of the 
art of cutting of buſkins, I am every bir 
as expert in the ſcience of cheating people, 
and therefore I am in no fear of ſtarving ; 
for though I come but to a ſmall cottage, 
there are always ſome who have a mind to 
paſs away time by playing a little, and of 
this we may now try the experiment our- 
ſelves; let us ſpread the nets, and we ſhall 
ſee if none of theſe birds, the carriers, will 
fall into them; which is as much as to ſay, 
you and I will play together at one and 
thirty, as if it was in earneſt, perhaps ſome 
body may make the third, and he ſhall be 
ſure to be the firſt to leave his money be- 
hind him. With all my heart, ſaid the 
other, and I take it as a very great favour, 
you have given me this account of your 
life, which has laid ſuch an obligation 
upon me, that I ſhall now make you ac- 
quainted with mine; which take as fol- 
lows. I was born in a pitiful little place, 
between Salamanca and Medina del Campo; 
my father is a taylor, he inſtructed me per- 
fectly in his buſineſs, and made me a com- 


pleat maſter of the ſneers; but I being a 
1 | _ perſon 
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perſon of great ingenuity, did not ſtop 
here, but thinking two profeſſions better 
than one, fell to cutting of purſes, and 
being ſoon tired of ſo ſmall a village, 
which was in no wiſe large enough for my 
abilities to exerciſe themſelves in, and not 
| caring to ſuffer any longer the cruelty with 
which my ſtep-morher treated me, I packed 
up my alls, bid. adieu to the village, and 
went to Toledo to exerciſe my buſineſs, in 
which place I acted wonders, for there was 
no pocket ſo private that my fingers did 
not viſit, or ſciſſars cut, although they 
were guarded by Argus's eyes; and in the 
four months that I continued in that city, 
I was never once taken, nor obliged to 
leap walls, nor purſued by the catchpoles, 
nor blown by any cuckold of them all; 
though it is true, a roguiſh ſpy had given 
notice of my great abilities to a juſtice of 
the peace, who being affected with my 
great parts, had a great mind to fee me; 
but I being of an humble diſpoſition, did 
not care to make ſo free with ſuch grave 
perſonages, for which reaſon I would not 
wait on him; therefore went out of the 
city with ſo much ſpeed, that I had not 
time to provide myſelf with a horſe or 
mule, or to put ſo much as a ſingle far- 
thing in my pockets, nor look out for a 
we ITT WITau) | Fhb return 
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return coach, or cart at leaſt. Well, ſays 
Rincon, we will rub out all that, for now 
we know one another, we have no need to 
talk any more of our noble birth or qua- 
lity, nor to take ſtate upon us, but let us 
confeſs we have not either of. us a farthing 
in our pockets, nor yet ſhoes to our feet. 
It is even ſo, anſwered Diego Cortado, (tor 
ſo the little one was called) and ſince our 
friendſhip, Mr. Rincon, as you ſay, mult 
be perpetual, let us begin it with ſolemn 
and praiſe-worthy ceremonies. And fo 
Diego Cortado getting up, embraced Rzncon, 
SE Rincon him, with great marks of at- 
fection, and immediately they ſet down to 
play at one and thirty with the afore- men- 
tioned cards, free indeed from duſt and 
ſtraw, but not from greaſe and deceit; and 
in a few deals Cortado cut the ace as dex- 
terouſly as his maſter Rincon. In the mean 
time came a carrier out of the inn to cool 
himſelf in the porch, and aſked leave to 
make a third; they took him in with a 
good will, and in leſs than half an hour, 
they won twelve * ryals and eleven + ma- 
ravedis, which ſtabbed him twelve times 
to the heart, and gave him eleven thou- 


* A ryal is a coin worth about diode. 
7 A maravedi is worth about half a farting 
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ſand vexations. The carrier believing, as 
they were but boys, they would not defend 
themſelves, would have taken the money 
from them; but one laying his hand on 
his dagger, and the other on his butcher's 
knife, gave him ſo much employment, 
that had not his companions run to his 
aſſiſtance, without doubt he had come 
poorly off. At this very nick of time, a 
company of travellers on horſeback hap- 
pened to come by, who were going to dine 
at the inn of Alcalde, which was half a 
league farther, who ſeeing the quarrel be- 
tween the boys and the carrier, made peace 
betwixt them, and told the boys, that in 
caſe they were going to Seville, they might 
go along with them. We are going there, 
ſaid Rincon, and we will ſerve you in what- 
ſoever you command; and without any 
more ado, they ran before the mules, lea- 
ving the carrier in vexation and trouble 
enough, and the hoſteſs in admiration, at 
the cunningneſs of the young rogues, ſhe 
having privately overheard all their diſ- 
courſe; and when ſhe told the carrier that 
ſhe heard them ſay the cards they had were 
falſe, he was ready to tear his very muſta- 

choes for anger, and would needs go after 
them to get his money again, for he ſaid 
it was the greateſt affront and indignity, 
e . 
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return coach, or cart at leaſt, Well, tay: 
Rincon, we will rub out all that, for now 
we know one another, we have no need to 
talk any more of our noble birth or qua- 
lity, nor to take ſtate upon us, but let us 
confeſs we have not either of us a farthing 
in our pockets, nor yet ſhoes to our feet. 
It is even ſo, anſwered Diego Cortado, (tor 
{o the little one was called) and ſince our 
friendſhip, Mr. Rincon, as you ſay, muſt 
be perpetual, let us begin it with ſolemn 
and praiſe-worthy ceremonies. And 10 
Diego Cortado getting up, embraced Rincon, 
and Rincon him, with great marks of at- 
fection, and immediately they ſet down to 
play at one and thirty with the afore-men- 
tioned cards, free indeed from duſt and 
ſtraw, but not from greaſe and deceit; and 
in a few deals Cortado cut the ace as dex- 
terouſly as his maſter Rincon. In the mean 
time came a carrier out of the inn to cool 
himſelf in the porch, and aſked leave to. 
make a third ; they took him in with a 
good will, and in leſs than half an hour, 
they won twelve * ryals and eleven + ma- 
ravedis, which ſtabbed him twelve times 
to the heart, and gave him eleven thou- 


* A ryal is a coin worth about ſix-pence. 
ft A maravedi is worth about half a farthing. 
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ſand vexations. The carrier believing, as 
they were but boys, they would not defend 
themſelves, would have taken the mone 
from them; but one laying his hand on 
his dagger, and the other on his butcher's 
knife, gave him ſo much employment, 
that had not his companions run to his 
aſſiſtance, without doubt he had come 
poorly off. At this very nick of time, a 
company of travellers on horſeback hap- 
pened to come by, who were going to dine 
at the inn of Alcalde, which was half a 
league farther, who ſeeing the quarrel be- 
tween the boys and the carrier, made peace 
betwixt them, and told the boys, that in 
caſe they were going to Seville, they might 
go along with them. We are going there, 
ſaid Rincon, and we will ſerve you in what- 
ſoever you command; and without any 
more ado, they ran before the mules, lea- 
ving the carrier in vexation and trouble 
enough, and the hoſteſs in admiration, at 
the cunningneſs of the young rogues, ſhe 
having privately overheard all their di- 
courſe; and when ſhe told the carrier that 
ſhe heard them ſay the cards they had were 
falſe, he was ready to tear his very muſta- 
choes for anger, and would needs go after 
them. to get his money again, for he ſaid 
it was the greateſt affront and indignity, 
M 2. „ Wat-.. 
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that two ſuch boys ſhould cheat ſo great 2 
man as himſelf, but his companions. ſtop- 
ped him, adviſing him not to go, unleſs 
he had a mind to publiſh his own folly 
and ſimplicity; in ſhort, they ſaid ſo many 
things to him, that although they gave 
him no great comfort, however obliged 
him to deſiſt from going after them. 

But to return to our youngſters, Cortado 
and Rincen behaved themſelves ſo well to 
the travellers, that the greateſt part of the 


way they were carried behind one or other 


of them; for although they had ſeveral 
opportunities of exploring the inſide of the 
travellers portmantles and cloak-bags, they 


would not make uſe of them, that they 
might not loſe ſo good an opportunity of 


going to Seville, which place they had a 
great mind to ſee, However, having en- 


tered the city about the time of evening- 
prayer, and being juſt come to the cuſtom- 


houſe, where the duty upon all goods 13 
paid, Cortado could not refrain from rip- 
ping open a portmantle, which a French- 
man, who was one of the company,. carried 
behind him; and ſo with his long knife, 
he gave it ſo large and deep a wound, that 
the very entrails of it might be ſeen ; and 
dexterouſly drew out two good ſhirts, a 
ſun-dial, and a memorandum book, = 

Which, 
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which, when they came to examine their 
booty, they were not at all pleaſed; and 
thinking that ſince the Frenchman carried 
ſo large a portmantle behind him, there 
muſt needs be ſomewhat in it of more 
value than theſe trifles, they had a great 
mind to return and give it another ſound- 
ing, but they did not do it, imagining the 
Frenchman had before now perceived the 
trick they had played him, and taken care 
of what they had left behind in the port- 
mantle. 

They had taken their leaves of thoſe who 
had maintained them to this place, before 
they committed the theft; the next day 
they ſold the ſhirts in the market for old 
cloaths, which is kept without the Sand 
Gate; they ſold them for twenty ryals; af- 
ter this they went to ſee the city, admiring 


its grandeur, and the ſumptuouſneſs of its 


great church, the great concourſe of peo- 
ple on the river, it being the time of load - 
ing the fleet, and there being ſix gallies on 
it; the ſight of them made them ſigh, 
fearing their way of life would bring them 
there, one day, to end their lives. Seeing 
a great many boys running up and down 
with little baſkets, they aſked what buſi- 
neſs that was, if 1t was laborious, and what 
gains attended it. An Auſtrian boy, of 
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whom they enquired, anſwered, that) it 
was an eaſy buſineſs, and paid no duty; 
that ſome days they gained five or fix ryals, 
with which they eat and drank, and were 
as merry as kings. The two friends did 
not think much amiſs of this account 
which the Auſtrian gave, neither did the 
buſineſs diſpleaſe them, for they thought 
that under covert of that, they might 
practiſe their own with more ſecurity, and 
better ſucceſs, by the opportunities it 
would give them of entering into houſes ; 
and therefore they immediately reſolved to 
buy what was neceſſary for the buſineſs, 
lince they might enter upon it without 

examination; ſo aſk i ig the Auſtrian what 
Was neceflary to buy, he anſwered, two 
little new bags, and each of them three 
baſkets of palm, two great and one little 
one, in which they were to put ſeparately, 
the meat, fiſh, and fruit, and the bread 
in the bag; he ſhewed them where they 
were fold, and they paid for all out of the 
booty they took from the Frenchman. The 
Auſtrian told them, that in leſs than two 
hours, they might take their degree in 
their new buſineſs, if they did but uſe their 
baſkets cleverly he adviſed them to re- 
ir in the morning to the butchery, and 
the market of St. Saviour; on +++ 
ne 
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the fiſh-market; every evening to the 
river; and on Thurſdays to the fair. They 
took care to get this leſſon well by heart, 
and the next day early in the morning, 
they went to the market of St. Saviour 
they had ſcarcely come into it, but the 
young lads of the ſame buſineſs ſurround- 
ed them, who by the flaming fine figure 
of their bags and baſkets, ſaw they were 
novices, and aſked them a thouſand que- 
ſtions, to which they anſwered with a great 
deal of diſcretion and modeſty; in the 
mean time there came a young man dreſſed 
in black, like a ſtudent, and a ſoldier, into 
the market, who being invited by the neat- 
neſs of their baſkets, he that looked hke 
the ſtudent, called Cortado, and the ſol- 
dier, Rincon: Here we are, ſaid both; 
may this be a good beginning, faid Rincon, 
for you are the firft, Sir, that has given 
me handſel. To which the ſoldier replied, 
The handſel will not be bad, becauſe I am 
in love, and am to make a treat to-day, 
for ſome ladies of my miſtreſs's acquaint- 
ance, Well Sir, ſaid Rincon, load me with 
what you pleaſe, for I have a willing mind, 

and am ſtrong enough to carry away all in 
the market; and if it might be of any ſer- 
vice, I would lend a helping hand to cook 
it too, with a very good will. The ſoldier 
| was 
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was well pleaſed with the humour of the 
boy, and told him, if he was willing to 


ſerve him, he would take him off his mean 


employment. To which Rincon anſwered, 
That this being the very firſt day of uſing 
it, he was refolved not to leave it ſo ſoon; 
at leaſt till he could be able to judge of 
the good and bad there was in it; and at 
any time, that the buſineſs he followed did 
not pleaſe him, he gave him his word to 
ſerve him ſooner than a canon of the 
church. 

The ſoldier laughed at him, and loading 
him well, ſhewed him his miſtreſs's houle, 


and bid him mind it well, that he might 


know 1t another time, when he wanted 
him again on the like occaſion. Rincon 


promiſed the ſoldier faithfulneſs and good 


uſage; the ſoldier gave him three Half- 
pence, and in a trice he returned to the 


market again, that he might not let ſlip 


any opportunity; for the Aſturian had ad- 

vited them to be diligent, and had told 
them likewiſe, that when they carried any 
ſmall fiſh, as gudgeons, grigs, and ſuch- 
like, they might take a few of them for a 


taſte; but that this muſt be done with a 
2 deal of ſagacity and prudence, for 


ear of loſing their reputation and credit, 
which was of the greateſt importance in 
that 
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that buſineſs. Although Rincon made ſuch 
haſte back again, yet he found Cortado al- 
ready returned; Cortado came up to Rincon, 
and aſked how things went; Rincon opened 
his hand, and ſhewed him the three half- 
pence 3 Cortado put his hand into his bo- 
ſom, and pulled out a little purſe, which 
ſeemed to have been in former times of a 
yellow colour, and looked as if it was well 
filled. Here, ſays he, his reverence the 
ſtudent paid me with this, and a penny 
beſides, but do you take it, Rincon, for fear 
of what may happen; and having given it 
to him privately ; See here, ſaid he, is the 
ſtudent returning all in a ſweat, and in a 
terrible taking about his purſe. The ſtu- 
dent ſeeing Cortado, aſked him, If by 
chance he had ſeen a purſe, with ſuch . 
fuch marks, which contained fifteen crowns 
in gold, and fix ryals in ſilver, beſides cop- 
per; and to tell him truly, if he had not 
taken it while he was bargaining for pro-. 
viſions ? To which, with a ſtrange diſſimu- 
lation, and withour the leaſt alteration or, 
change of countenance, Cortado aniwered, 
All that I can ſay about it is, that it would 
not have been loſt, if you had taken more 
care of it. That is very true, ſinner that 
I am, anſwered the ſtudent, for ſure enough 
had I taken more care of it, they would. 

- not 


( 
not have ſtolen it from me. I ſay fo too, 
replied Cortado, but for all things there is 
a remedy, except againſt death; and that 
which you ought firſt to take, it being a 
principal ingredient, is patience; and be- 
ſides this, one day comes after another, 
and it may be, in time, he that has taken 
your purſe, may repent of this horrid crime, 
and bring it you back again perfumed. 
We will pardon the perfuming of it, re- 
plied the ſtudent. And Cortado went on 
thus; And more than this, Sir, there may 
be had letters of excommunication, and 
uſing diligence, which is the mother of 
good fortune, you may chance to get it 
again; and in good truth, I would not be 
the taker of the purſe; for if you are in 
holy orders, I account it to be as great a 
crime, as if I had committed ſacrilege or 
inceſt, You fay true, replied the grieved 
| ſtudent, for indeed the taker of it has com- 
mitted ſacrilege: For although I am not 
a prieſt, but only ſexton to a monaſtery, 
the money in the purſe was the third part 
of one of the chaplain's fallary, which 1 
recerved for a certain prieſt, a friend of 
mine, and it is ſacred and bleſſed money. 
Much good may it do him that has it, an- 
ſwered Rincon, for I would not farm his 
gains; for the day of judgment will * 

| when 
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when all things will be brought to light, 
and then it will be known who it was that 
dared to be ſo bold as to take, ſteal, and 
diminiſh the third part of the chaplain's 
ſallary; and now we are talking of fallaries, 
| pray good Mr. Sexton, what "allary may 
you have a year? Sallary ! 
replied the ſexton, 
with ſomewhat too much choler, 1s this a 

a time to tell what fallary I have a year: ? 
Tell me, brothers, if you know any thing 
of the matter, if not fare you well; for I 
will even ſet the cryer to work. I believe 
that will not be a bad method, ſaid Corta- 
do; but I would adviſe you, Sir, not to 
forget the marks of the purſe, nor the 
quantity of the money in it, for you muſt 
be very punctual in that, you muſt 
not miſtake a farthing, if you do, will 
never ſee it again, whilſt you live, and 
this you may depend on. There is no fear 
of that, ſaid the ſexton, for I remember 
it better than the chiming of the bells, I 
ſhall not fail in the leaſt tittle of it. Whilſt 
he was ralking thus, he pulled out of his 
pockets a laced handkerchief, to wipe a- 
way the ſweat which diſtilled down his 
face, as from an alembic. Cortado had 
no ſooner ſeen it, but he marked it for his 


own; and the ſexton being gone, Cortado 
followed 
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followed him, and overtook him on the 
ſteps of the exchange, and calling him on 


one ſide, he began to make ſuch a lon 


harangue, without either head or tail, talk. 


ing a great deal about the theft, the reward 
for finding the purſe, and giving ſome hopes 
of'ſeeing it again; without concluding any 


thing he had begun; ſo that the poor ſex 


ton was quite ſtunned with his talk, and as 


he could not poſſibly underſtand his 
meaning, he was obliged to make him re- 

eat the ſame thing two or three times. 
Cortado ſtared him full in the face, and 
never took his eyes off his; the ſexton ſtar- 
ed at him in the ſame manner, being at- 
tentive to catch his words; the greatneſs of 
his perplexity and ſtupe faction gave Corta- 
do time to finiſh his work, and he dexter- 
ouſly drew the handkerchief out of his poc- 
ket, and then taking leave of him, told 
him that in the evening he would make it 
his buſineſs to fee him again in the ſame 
place, becauſe he had ſome inkling of a 
boy of the ſame buſineſs, and much about 
his bigneſs, that was a little thieving cur, 


who had very likely taken his purſe, and 


that he would certainly find it out in a few 


days; with which he made the poor ſexton 


a little eaiy, and ſo he took his leave of 
Cortado, who then went to Rincon, who had 
ſeen 
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ſeen all at a little diſtance; and a little be- 
low ſtood one of the baſket-buys, who ob- 
ſerved all that paſſed, and how that Corta- 
do had given the handkerchief to Rincon ; 
and coming up to them, he ſaid, Gallant 
| centlemen, tell me, are ye entered or no? 
8 We do not underſtand what you mean, 
young gentleman, aniwered Rzzcon. Do 
not you underſtand * Murcios? replied the 
other. We are neither of + Teba nor T Mur- 
cia, ſaid Cortado; and it you have any thing 
more to ſay, ſpeak it; if not, go in God's 

name. Do not you underſtand me? ſaid 
| the boy. Then I mult tell you, it is as 
much as to ſay, Gentlemen, are you 
thieves? But I do not know why I aſk 
you this queſtion for I ſee you are ſuch ; 
but how comes it to paſs, you have not 
been at Don Monipodio's cuſtom - houſe ? 

Pray, gallant Sir, do thieves pay tribute in 
this country? ſaid Rincon. If they do not 
pay, at leaſt they regiſter themſelves before 
Don Monipodio, replied the boy, who is 
their father, their maſter, and protector; 
therefore I adviſe you to go with me, and 
pay him your obedience, etherways not to 


ven- 


* Murcios, in Spaniſh, is a cant word for thief. 
+ Teba is a town in the province of Aadaluzia in 
Spain. þt Murcia, a town in Spain. 
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venture to ſteal without his mark, if you 
do, it will coſt you dear. I thought, ſaid 


Cortado, that thieving was a buſineſs free 


from any tax or duty; and that it was only 
hazarding neck and ſhoulders. But ſince it 
is ſo, and that every country has its cuſtom, 
let us keep this, and therefore you may, it 
you pleaſe, donduct us to this gentleman 
of whom you ſpeak; for according to all 


I have heard of him, I already conjecture, 


that he is well-bred and qualified, and that 
he is very capable of his buſineſs. He is, 
anſwered the young lad, ſo well qualified, 


capable and dexterous, that in four years, 


that he has had the charge of being our 
head and father, there has been only four 
made their exit on the gallows, thirty rack- 
ed, and ſixty- two ſent to the gallies. 

After they had walked ſome time, Rin- 
con ſaid to their guide, And pray is your 
worſhip a thief > Yes, anſwered he, at 
God's and good people's ſervice, although 
not the molt acquainted with the buſineſs ; 
for as yet, I am but in the novice year. 
To which Cortado replied, It is ſomething 
new to me, that there ſhould be thieves 
in the world at God's and good people's 
ſervice. To which the boy anſwered, I 
do not trouble myſelf about divinity ; what 
I know 1 is that every body ought to praiſe 

God 
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God in his buſineſs, and more fo by the 
particular charge Aonipedo gives to all his 
adopted children. Without all doubt, ſaid 
Rincon, it mult be a good and holy charge, 
{ince it makes thieves ſerve God. It is 10 
good and holy, replied the boy, that in 
our buſineſs I believe it cannot be mended. 
He has given orders, that out of what- 
ever we iteal, we ſhould charitaby give 
ſome part to buy oil for the lamp of a 
certain image, which is in this city; and 
truly we have ſeen many great things 
effected by this good work ; for ſome days 
lince, they thrice racked one of our bro- 
ther-hood, who had itolen two aſſes; and 
notwithitanding he was very lean, and had 
a quartan ague upon him, he ſuffered the 


puniſhment, as if it had been nothing, 
without making the leaſt co ufeſſion; and 


our en attribute this to their good 
devotion, becauſe his ſtrength of itſelf, 
was not ſufficient to undergo che firſt twiſt 
of the rack; and beſides, this particular 
act of devotion, of laying by ſome part of 
our profits to defray the expence of oil in 
the aforeſaid lamp, we pray often, our'roſa- 


ries being divided into portions for the 


whole week, and there are many of us 
that will not ſteal on a Friday, nor have 
any converſation on Saturday with a wo- 

| N 2 man 
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man who is named Mary. Theſe, ſaid 
Cortado, are precious pearls indeed ; but 
pray tell me, Sir, do they make any reſt. 
tution, or do they any penance more than 
what has been ſaid? As for reſtoring any 
thing, I can ſay nothing to that, rephed the 
boy, becauſe it is a thing impoſſible, what 
we ſtcal, being divided into ſo many parts, 
that the firſt thief cannot, if he would, re- 
{tore any thing again; and beſides, there 
is none who commands us to do any ſuch 
thing, for we never go to confeſſion; and 
if they get letters of excommunication, 
they never come to our notice, for we ne- 
ver go to church, when they are read, but 
only on the days of the jubilee, for the 
fake of the gain which the great concourſe 
of people brings us. And on account of 
theſe acts of devotion, ſaid Cortado, do 
theſe gentlemen ſay, they lead a good and 
holy lite? And pray what harm 1s there in 
it, faid the boy? Is it not worſe to be an 
heretic, a renegade, to murder father or 
mother, or to be a ſolomite? A ſodomite, 
Sir, ſaid Rincon, is what you mean. The 
very ſame, anſwered the boy. All is very 
bad, replied Cortado; but ſince our fate 


has ordained, that we ſhould enter into this 


fraternity, I beg of you to mend your pace, 
for I die with impatience to ſee this gentle- 
Man 
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man Monipodio, whoſe virtues and noble 
qualities you have ſo much enlarged up- 
on. Your defire ſhall be ſatisfied preſent- 
ly, ſaid the young lad; for from hence 
one may ſee the houſe. Pleaſe gentlemen, 
to ſtay at the door, and I will go in and 
fee if he is at leiſure ; for there are ſet hours 
in which he gives audience. Very well, 
anſwered Rincon. And their guide ſtepping 
a little before, entered a houle not of a 
very good, but of a very bad appearance; 
Rincon and Cortado ſtood waiting at the 
door; he came out again preſently, and 
called them; they went in, and their con- 
ductor ordered them to ſtay in a httle hall 
paved with tiles ; on one fide ſtood a three- 
legged ſtool; on the other a broken- 
mouthed pitcher, and a little pot without 
a handle on the top; in another part was 
a flag-mat; and in the muddle ſtood a 
flower- pot. The two youths attentively 
ſurveyed the furniture of the houſe, whilſt 
| Don Monipodio came down; and findin 
he ſtaid long, Rincon made bold to go into 
a little room which was on the ſame floor, 
and he ſaw therein two ſwords, two targets 
of cork hanging on four nails, a great cheſt 
without a Iid, or any thing to cover it, 
with three fag-mats laid on the ground; 
on the wall fronting the door, was paſted 2 
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man who is named Mary. Theſe, ſaid 
Cortado, are precious pearls indeed ; but 
Pray tell me, Sir, do they make any reſti- 
tution, or do they any penance more than 
what has been ſaid ? As for reſtoring any 


thing, I can ſay nothing to that, replied the 


boy, becauſe it is a thing impoſſible, what 


we ſteal, being divided into ſo many parts, 


that the firſt thief cannot, if he would, re- 
{tore any thing again; and beſides, there 
is none who commands us to do any ſuch 
thing, for we never go to confeſſion ; and 
if they get letters of excommunication, 
they never come to our notice, for we ne- 
ver go to church, when they are read, but 
only on the days of the jubilee, for the 
fake of the gain which the great concourſe 


of people brings us. And on account of 


theſe acts of devotion, ſaid Cortado, do 


theſe gentlemen ſay, they lead a good and 


holy life? And pray what harm is there in 
it, ſaid the boy? Is it not worſe to be an 
heretic, a renegade, to murder father or 
mother, or to be a ſolomite ? A ſodomite, 
Sir, ſaid Rincon, is what you mean. The 
very ſame, anſwered the boy. All is very 


bad, replied Cortado; but ſince our fate 
has ordained, that we ſhould enter into this 


fraternity, I beg of you to mend your pace, 


for I die with impatience to ſee this gentle- 


man 
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man Monipodio, whoſe virtues and noble 
qualities you have ſo much enlarged up- 
on. Your deſire ſhall be ſatisfied preſent- 
ly, ſaid the young lad; for from hence 
one may ſee the houſe. "Pleaſe gentlemen, 
to ſtay at the door, and I will go in and 
ſee if he is at leiſure ; for there are ſet hours 
in which he gives audience. Very well, 
anſwered Rincon. And their guide ſtepping 
a little before, entered a houſe not of a 
very good, but of a very bad appearance z 
Rincon and Cortado ſtood waiting at the 
door; he came out again preſently, and 
called them ; they went in, and their con- 
ductor ordered them to ſtay in a little hall 
paved with tiles ; on one ſide ſtood a three- 
legged ſtool; on the other a broken- 
mouthed pitcher, and a little pot without 
a handle on the top; in another part was 
a flag-mat; and in the middle ſtood a 
flower- pot. The two youths attentively 
ſurveyed the furniture of the houſe, whilſt 
Don Monipodio came down; and findin 
he ſtaid long, Rincon made bold to go into 
a little room which was on the ſame floor, 
and he ſaw therein two ſwords, two targets 
of cork hanging on four nails, a great cheſt 
without a lid, or any thing to cover it, 
with three flag-mats laid on the ground; 
on the wall fronting the door, was paſted a 
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picture of the virgin Mary, which was of 
the worſt ſort, and made her amoſt hideous 
andfrightful figure; a little below that, hung 
a little baſket made of palm, and a little 
font fixed into the wall, from whence Rin. 
con conjectured, the baſket ſerved for the 
poor's. box, and the other to hold holy 
water in; and ſo it was indeed. Whilſt 
they were here, two yonng men dreſſed 
like ſtudents, who ſeemed to be about 
twenty, came into the houſe ; a little while 
after that came in two baſket boys ard a 
blind man; and without ſpeaking a word, 
they began to walk up and down the hall; 

it was not long after, when two old men 
came dreſſed in bays, with ſpectacles * on 
their noſe, which made them appear grave, 
and worthy of reſpect, with each a ftring 
of beads in their hands; and after them 
came in an old woman, who, without 
ſpeaking a word, went into the ſide room, 
and having taken ſome holy water, fell 
down on her knees before the picture of 
the virgin Mary, with the moſt profound 
devotion; and after a long time, having 


firſt kiſſed the earth three times, and as 


often 


* Spain it is cuſtomary to wear ſpectacles in 


the ſtreet, and thoſe that wear them are looked up- 


on as £1ave and vener able perionages, 
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often lifted up her hands and eyes to hea- 
ven, ſhe got up, put her charity into the 
baſket, and came out into the hall, among 
the reſt; in fine, in a little time, there was, 
aſſembled in the hall, about fourteen per- 
ſons of different garbs and employments : | 
Laſt of all came in two fierce looking fel- 
lows, fantaſtically dreſſed, with large whiſ- 
kers, broad brim'd hats, ſwinging ruffs, 
flame- coloured ſtockings, and iwords of a 
monſtrous and frightful ſize; each had a 
»>pair of piſtols inſtead of daggers, and their 
targets hanging to their belts ; who, as 
ſoon as ever they came in, ſtared Rincon 
and Cortado full in the face, as not know- 
ing them, and wondering who they were; 
and coming up to them, afked them if 
they belonged to the fraternity? Rincon 
anſwered yes, and very much their honours 
humble ſervants. This happened at the 
very nick of time that Don Monipodio came 
down, long expected, and as gladly ſcen 
by all that virtuous company; he ſeemed 
to be of about five or ſix and forty years 
of age, tall in ſtature, and of a ſwarthy 
complexion, his eyes ſunk in his head, his 
beard black and very thick; he came down 
in a cloak of bays hanging almoſt to his 
feet, on which he had a pair of ſhoes ſlip- 
ſhod ; his legs were covered by a large pair 

| | oe age 
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of trouſers, which reached down to his 
ancles; his hat looked like that of a pick- 
pocket, being low in the crown, and the 
flaps hanging down over his face; he wore 
acroſs his breaſt, an old ſhoulder- belt, on 
which hung a ſhort broad ſword; his hands 

were ſhort and hairy, his fingers thick, and 
the nails flat; his legs were not to be ſeen, 
(being hid by his breeches and cloak) but 
his feet were monſtrouſly broad, and the 
knuckle- bones ſticking out; in ſhort, take 
him altogether, he was the moſt uncouth 
and deformed barbarian in the world. The 
conductor of Rincon and Cortado came down 

with them, and taking them by the hand, 

preſented them to Monipodio, ſaying, Theſe 
are the two clever young men I was ſpeak- 
ing to you of, Don Monipodio; if your 
worſhip will pleaſe to examine them, you 
will find them worthy of entering into our 
congregation. That I will do with a good 
will, rephed Monipodio. I forgot to men- 
tion, that as ſoon as ever Monipodio came 
down, every one that was waiting for him, 
at that very inſtant made a profound and 

low reverence to him, except the two 
| bravoes, who juſt moved their hats, and 
immediately returned to their walk on one 
fide the hall, and on the other Monipodio 
walked up and down, and aſked the two 

__ youngſters 
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voungſters their buſineſs, country and pa- 
rents, 

To which Rzzcon anſwered, Our buſineſs 
is already told by our coming before your 
worſhip z our country 1t 1s not of much 
importance to know ; our parents as little, 
ſince we are not making information to re- 
ceive any habit of honcur. To which 
Menipedio anſwered, You are in the right 
of 1t, my child, and what you ſay is very 
true, for it is very proper to conceal thoſe 
things, becauſe if your fortune ſhould not 
turn out ſo well as it ſhould, it is not good 
to have it ſet down under the clerk's hand, 
or upon record, that ſuch a one, ſon of 
ſuch a one, inhabitant of ſuch a place, was 
on fuch a day hanged, whipped, or the 
like, for at leaſt it ſounds ill in good mens 
ears; and ſo I ſay once more, It 15 a good 
maxim to ſay nothing of one's country, and 
to conceal ſirnames, although amongſt 
ourſelves, nothing muſt be concealed ; but 
now I. only want to know your names. 
Rincen told him his, and Cortado hkewile. 
Well then, faid Monipodio, from henceforth 
I order, and it is my will and pleaſure, 
that you Rincon, be called Riconete; and 
you Cortado, Cortadillvo; which are names 
ſuitable to your ages and our ordinances, 
by which we are obliged to enquire the 

names. 
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names of the parents of our fraternity, 
becauſe it is our cuſtom to caule certain 
maſſes in the year to be ſaid for the ſouls 
of our deceaſed benefactors, taking out of 
what we ſteal, ſome part to pay thoſe 
maſſes; and thoſe maſles ſo ſaid and paid, 
they ſay, are very profitable to thoſe ſouls, 
and theſe we reckon our benefactors, the 
ſolicitor that defends us, the catchpole 
who gives us private intelligence, the hang- 
man that pities us, and he, that when any 
of us 1s running through the ſtreet with 
the mob after him, crying out Stop thief, 
Stop thief, lay hold of him; he, I ſay, 
who puts himſelf between, and oppoſes 
himſelf to the violence of thoſe that follow, 
ſaying, Let the miſerable wretch alone, 
his fortune is bad enough, he will have 
chaſtiſement enough for his fault in the 
other world. Our ſhe-mates are alſo our 
benefactors, who help us ſtrenuouſly at all 
times; as alſo are our fathers and mothers, 
who bring us into the world; and ſo is the 
* notary, for if he is ſuch a one as he 
ſhould be, there 1s ſcarcely any fault which 
he will reckon as a crime, nor any crime 
which will deſerve correction ; and for all 
| p theſe 


The notary in Spain, is one who when any 
criminal is apprehended, draws up his offence with 
all the circumſtances in form. 
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theſe which I have named, our fraternity 
keeps every year its | adverſary day, with 
the greateſt pomp and ſolemnity we are 
able. In good truth, ſaid Rinconete, (al- 
ready confirmed 1n this name) this 1s a 
work worthy of the great and profound 
genius, which we have heard ſay ſignior 
don Monipodio 1s maſter of : But our pa- 
rents are ſtill living, yet if we ſnould hap- 
pen to outhve them, we will immediately 
give notice of it to this moſt happy media- 
ting fraternity, that theſe maſſes which 
your worſhip ſpeaks of, may be ſaid for 
their ſouls, with the accuſtomed pomp and 
ſolemnity. So it ſhall be done, rephed 
Monipodio ; and calling their conductor, he 
{aid to him, Come hither Guanchelo; are 
the centinels ſet ? Yes, anſwered the guide, 
(for Ganchuelo was his name) there are three 
er on the look out, and there is no 
tear of their taking us by ſurprize. Re- 
turning then to our firſt purpoſe, ſaid Mo- 
nipodio, T want to know, ſons, what you 
are ſkilled in, that I may give you buſineſs 
and employment according to your incli- 
nations and abilities. Rznconete anſwered, 
I underſtand all the cheats of games, and 
Know how to ſlip a card ſly alide, and 

have 
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have more cunning tricks than a Neapo— 
litan. Theſe are good beginnings, anſwer- 
ed Monipodio, though they are but mere 
trifles; but the time is coming, and we 
{ſhall ſee it too, that having half a dozen 
leſſons built upon theſe foundations, truſt 
you will turn out a famous man 1n your 
buſineſs, and J even hope to ſee you a 
compleat maſter : To- ſerve your worſhip 

and the reſt of the brotherhood, anſwered 
 Rinconete. And you, Cortadillo, what can 
you do? ſaid Monipodio. I, anſwered Cor- 
tadillo, am ſkilled in flight of hand, as they 
call it, put in two, and draw five, and how 
to pick a pocket with dexterity. Do you 
know any thing more? ſaid Meonipodio, 
No, anſwered Cortadillo, I know no more, 
to my ſorrow. Do not afflict yourſelf, fon, 
rephed Monipodio, for you are come to a 
good ſchool, where you will not be denied, 
nor go out again without being very much 
improved in all that is neceſſary for you to 
know; and in reſpect to your courage, 
how ſtands it with you, children? How 
ſhould it be, replied Kinconete, but very 
ready, and ſtout enough to perform any 
enterprize belonging to our art and buſi- 
neis ? That's very well, replied Monipedio; 
but what I want to know of you allo, is, 
that if it was needful, whether you have 
"= courage 
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courage enough to endure half a dozen 
rackings without opening your lips, or 
ſaying, this mouth is my own? We'have 
courage, Don Monipodio, T warrant you, 
cried Rinconete, for we are not ſuch fools, 
but we know that what the tongue tells, 
the neck pays for; and it is a ſufficient fa- 
vour which heaven grants the bold man, 
not to give it any other title) that it leaves 
his life or death, to depend on his own 
tongue. There is no need of any more at 
this time, ſaid Mcnipodto z and, I fay, this 
anſwer alone convinces, obliges, perſuades, 
and forces me from this time forward to 
ſet you down in the elder brotherhood, 
and that we excule you the noviciate year. 
Jam of the ſame opinion, ſaid one of the 
bravoes, and all who were preſent, who 
had heard the whole diſcourſe, and con- 
firmed the ſame; and beſought Monipodio, 


that from that time he would admit them 


to enjoy the immunities and privileges 
of their fraternity, becauſe their agree- 
able aſpect, and their ready wit, deſer- 
ved it all. He anſwered, that to give 
content to all, from that very minute he 
admitted them, letting them know that he 
eſteemed them very much, and as a token 
thereof, they ſhould not pay the quar- 
teridge for the firſt half year, out of what 
8 O they 
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have more cunning tricks than a Neaps- 
titan. Theſe are good beginnings, anſwer— 
ed Monipodio, though they are but mere 
trifles; but the time is coming, and we 
ſhall ſee it too, that having half a dozen 
leſſons built upon theſe foundations, I truſt 
you will turn out a famous man in your 
buſineſs, and T even hope to fee you a 
compleat maſter : To ſerve your worſhip 
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Rinconete. And you, Cortadillo, what can 
you do? ſaid Monipodio. I, anſwered Cor- 
tadillo, am ſkilled in flight of hand, as they 
call it, put in two, and draw five, and how 
to pick a pocket with dexterity. Do you 
know any thing more? ſaid Monipodio. 
No, anſwered Cortadillo, I know no more, 
to my ſorrow. Do not afflict yourſelf, fon, 
rephed Monipodio, for you are come to a 
good ſchool, where you will not be denied, 
nor go out again without being very much 
improved in all that is neceſſary for you to 
know; and in reſpect to your courage, 
how ſtands it with you, children? How 
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courage enough to endure half a dozen 
rackings without opening your lips, or 
ſaying, this mouth is my own? We'have 
courage, Don Monipodio, I warrant you, 
cried Rinconete, for we are not ſuch fools, 
but we know that what the tongue tells, 
the neck pays for; and it is a ſufficient fa- 
vour which heaven grants the bold man, 
(not to give it any other title) that it leaves 
his life or death, to depend on his own 
tongue. There is no need of any more at 
this time, ſaid Monipodio; and, I ſay, this 
anſwer alone convinces, obliges, perſuades, 
and forces me from this time forward to 
ſet you down in the elder brotherhood, 
and that we excule you the noviciate year. 
I am of the ſame opinion, ſaid one of the 
bravoes, and all who were preſent, who 


had heard the whole diſcourſe, and con- 


firmed the ſame ; and beſought Monipodio, 


that from that time he would admit them 


to enjoy the immunities and privileges 
of their fraternity, becauſe their agree- 
able aſpect, and their ready wit, deſer- 
ved it all. He anſwered, that to give 
content to all, from that very minute he 
admitted them, letting them know that he 
eſteemed them very much, and as a token 
thereof, they ſhould not pay the quar- 
teridge for the firſt half year, out of what 
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they ſhould ſteal, nor do any of the little 
mean offices belonging to novices, the firſt 
whole year; as carrying meſſages from any 
elder brother of the fraternity to the pri- 
lon, or houſe, and the like; and that they 
ſhould be allowed to drink unmixed wine, 
and to make a feaſt when, where, and how 
they pleaſed, without aſking leave of their 
head, and ſhould come in tor a ſhare from 
this time forward, of every thing the elder 
brotherhood ſhould ſteal, like one of them, 
and other immunities; which were the 
greateſt ſigns of favour, for which they re- 
turned them thanks, in the moſt obliging 
manner they were able. Whilſt they were 
talking, a boy came running in quite out 
of breath, and ſaid, The magiſtrate! is coming 
this way, but he has not his officers along 
with him. Do not be in a fright, ſaid 
Monipodio, for he is a friend, and never 
comes to do us any harm; ſtay here, I will 
go and ſpeak to him: All was huſh, for 
they were a little terrified, and Monipedio 
went to the door, where he found the ma- 
giſtrate, with whom he ſtaid talking ſome 
time, and then returned, and aſked, to 
whom fell the ſtation of St. Sabi to-day ? 
To me, ſaid the guide. If fo, replied No- 
nipedio, how comes it to pais you did not 
inform me of the amber- coloured purſe, 
| which 
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which foundered this morning much about 
the ſaid place, with fifteen crowns in gold, 
four ryals of ſilver, and I know not how 
much copper money? True it is, faid the 
guide, that ſuch a purſe was loſt, but I did 
not take it, neither can I imagine who has 
taken it. Come, come, no ſhams with 
me, replied Moni podio, the purſe muſt be 
brought to light, becauſe the magiſtrate 
requires it, who is a friend, and does us a 
thouſand ſervices i in a year. The young 
man ſwore again, that he Knew nothing of 
it. And Monipodio began to be in ſuch a 
furious paſſion, that he looked as if fire 
darted out of his eyes, ſaying, Let none 
of you think to jeſt with me, or break 
through the leaſt point of our orders; if 
he does, it ſhall coſt him his life: Let the 
purſe be brought forth; for if it is con- 
cealed to excule paying the duties, I will 
pay that entirely myſelf, and place the reſt 
to my account; for be it after what man- 
ner it will, Mr. Magiſtrate muſt not go 
away diſpleaſed. The young man began 
to ſwear and curle again, laying, he had not 
taken it, nor even ſo much as ſet his eyes 
upon it : All this did but add more fire to 
Monipodio's choler, and put in diforder 
the whole aſſembly, ſeeing their ſtatutes 
and good ordinances were ſo little regarded. 
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Ninconete ſeeing fo much difſention and 
confuſion amongſt them, thought it would 
be the beſt way to quiet it, and give ſa- 
tisfaction to his chief, who was ready to 
burſt with anger; he adviſed with his 
friend Cortadillo, and by mutual conſent 
he pulled out the ſexton's purſe, and ſaid, 
Gentlemen, let all theſe debates and con- 
tentions ceaſe, for here is the purſe, with- 
out the leaſt diminution of what Mr. Ma- 
giſtrate ſpeaks of, which my comrade 
Cortadillo got to-day, together with a 
handkerchief which he took from the ſame 
perſon for a bleſſing. Immediately Corta- 
dillo pulled out the handkerchief, and 
ſhewed it to them all. Monipodio ſeeing 
this, ſaid, Let Cortado the Good, for by that 
name he ſhall from henceforwards be 
known, keep the handkerchief, and the 
recompenſing of this ſervice ſhall be put to 
my account; the purſe Mr. Magiſtrate 
muſt take with him, for it belongs to a 
ſexton, a couſin of his, and it is reaſon- 
able that we ſhould fulfil the proverb, which 
fays, He that gives you a hen, it is not a 
great deal if you give him a leg of it; for 
this good magiſtrate will diſſemble in our 
favour, more in one day, than it is in our 
power to recompenſe in a hundred. With 
one conſent they all approved of the gen- 

tleman- 
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tleman-hke behaviour of theſe two novices, 
as alſo the judgment and opinion of their 
head, who went out to give the magiſtrate 
the purſe; and Cortadillo remained con- 
firmed in his ſir- name of the Good, as well 
as if he had been called Don * Alonzo 
Perez de Guzman the Good, who throwed 
his knife over the walls of Tarifa, to cut 
off the head of his own ſon. But to re- 
turn, when Mlenipodis came back, he 
brought in with him two young women, 
with their faces painted, and their breaſts 
daubed with ceruſe ; they had on ſhort 
veils made of fayes; they came in with fo 
much impudence and boldneſs, as ſuffi- 
ciently convinced Rinconete and Cortadillo, 
they were ladies of the town, and they were 
not deceived ; for as ſoon as they entered, 
they ran with open arms, the one to Chin- 
auinaze, the other to Maniſerro, for fo the 
two bullies were named: Maniferro was ſo 
called, becauſe he had. an iron hand in the 
room of another, which the hangman had 
cut off; they embraced the ladies with. 


93 great 


* Alonzo Perez de Guzman, about the year 1292, 
defended Taria with the utmoſt bravery againſt the 
Doors, who becauſe he would not ſurrender, mur— 
dered his ſon before his face, for which he had the 


firname of The Good given him, which his lueceſſors 
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great joy, and aſked if they had brought 
any thing with them to wet their throats ? 
That ſhall not be wanting, my dexterous 
one, antwered one they called Ganancioſa, 
it will not be long ere Salvatello thy boy 
will come with a great baſket crammed with 
ſuch things as providence has been pleaſed 
to ſend ; and this was very true, for at the 
ſame time a boy came in with a basket of 
wine and eatables, covered with a ſheet. At 
Silvato's entry every one was rejoiced, and 
that moment Monipodlio commanded a flag 
mat to be brought, which was in the cham- 
ber, and ſpread it on the floor; he like- 
wiſe ordered they ſhould all fit down round 
about it, and ſaid, when his paſſion was 
over, he would treat of what was molt ne- 
ceſſary: Then ſpoke the old woman that 
had been praying fo long to the picture of 
the virgin Mary, Son Monipodio, J am not 
for feaſting, for J have had a ſwimming in 
my head theſe two days, which makes me 
almoſt mad; and beſides, I muſt go to my 
devotions before noon, and place my little 
candles before our lady of the waters, and 
before the holy crucifix of St. Auguſtine, 
and I will not neglect to do it, though it 
ſhould blow, rain, and hail, as if heaven 
and earth would come together ; and what 
Jam come about is, that laſt night, the 

rene- 
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renegade and centopies brought to my 
houſe a great basket, ſomewhat bigger 
than this before me, full of linen; as I live 
they brought buck and all; poor fouls, 
they had not time to reſt themſelves, but 
came in ſweating ſuch large drops, one 
drop following the other, that it grieved 
me to fee them, they came ſo panting 
in! and the ſweat ſo running down their 


faces] but they looked like little angels; 


they told me that they were going to fol- 
low a ſhepherd, who had been weighing 
ſome ſheep in the butchery, to ſee if they 
could come at a great purſe of ryals he 
had about him: They left the basket 
without counting the cloaths, truſting to 
my conſcience; and fo may God grant 
me my good deſires, and deliver us all 
from the power of juſtice, as I have not 
touched the basket, and that it 1s as entire 
as when it was born. 

Mother, I believe all this, anfwered Mo- 
nipodio, and fo let it be, for I will go at 
ſun- ſet, and make an examination, and ſee 
what there is, and I will give to every one 
what belongs to him faithfully, according 
to my cuſtom. Let it be as you pleaſe to 
order it, fon, replied the old woman, and 
becauſe it grows late, give me a little 

draught of wine to comfort my ſtomach, 
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which is quite faint with faſting. You 
ſhall have ſome, mother, replied Eſcalanta, 
tor ſo they called the companion of Ganan- 
(icſa; and uncoaering the baſket, expoſed 
to view a leather bottle, that held about 
{ix galions, and one of cork, which might 
cleverly hoid, and without ſtretching, a- 
bout three pints z and taking it out, Eſca- 
laulàa put it into the hands of the devout 
old woman, who laying hold of it with 
both her clutches, and having blown off a 
little of the froth, ſaid, Daughter Eſcalan- 
Ja, you have given me a great quantity, but 
God enables us to do all things; and ap- 
plying it to her lips, ſhe pulled it off at 
once, without taking breath, ſaying, May 
the Lord comfort you, my daughter, as 
you have comforted me, only I am afraid 
it wil! do me harm, becauſe I am faſting. 
It will not, mother, cried Monipodio, be- 
cauſe it is {mall wine. I hope by the vir- 
gin it will not, anſwered the old woman; 
and added, See children, if any of you 
have a halfpenny to buy ſome little candles 
for my devotions, becauſe I came with ſuch 
haſte and good-will to bring the news of 
the baſket, that I forgot to put on my 
pouch. Yes, I have ſome, dame Pipota, 
(for this was the name of the good Id wo- 
man) anſwered Ganacieſa, take it, here are 


two 
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two half-pence, one of which I beg of 
you to lay out for me, and place it to 
St. Michael; and if you can get two, place 
the other to St. Blaſs, for they are my 
interceſſors; I would have another placed 
| to St. Lucia, for ſhe is one by my eyes, 
| for whom 1] have a great eſteem, but 1 
have no {mall money now; another day I 
ſhall, and then I will do it to them all. 
You will do mighty well, child, by ſo do- 
ing, faid the old woman, and ſee that you 
are not covetous; for it is of great im- 
portance for a perſon himſelf to carry the 
candles before he dies, and not to ſtay till 
our heirs or adminiſtrators do it for us. 
Mother Pipota ſays well, rephed Eſcalanta; 
and clapping her hands to her purſe, gave 
her another halfpenny, and charged her 
to place two other little candles, to any 
two ſaints which ſhe liked beft, and who 
were eſteemed the moſt ſerviceable and 
2 With this Pipota went away, 
aying, Make merry now, ſons, whilſt you 
may, for age will come, and then you will 
bewail that youthful time you have loſt, 
as I do now, and recommend me to God 
in your prayers, for I go to do the ſame 
for myſelf, and for you, that he may pre- 
ſerve us in our dangerous buſineſs, without 
being ſurpriſed by juſtice; and with _ 
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ſhe went away. The old woman being 
gone, they all ſat down round the mat, 
and Ganancioſa laid the ſheet for a table. 
cloth. The firſt thing they took out of 
the baſket, was a great bunch of radiſhes, 
with about two dozen of oranges and le- 
mons; after that a great pot full of ſalted 
and dried cod-fiſh fryed and cut in pieces, 
and preſently after a Dutch cheeſe, a pot of 
rare olives, and a plate of prawns, with a 
great number of crabs, with caper ſauce 
ſtewed with pepper, together with three 
great loaves of white bread. There was 
at breakfaſt about fourteen; and there was 
not one of them but pulled out his yellow 
handled knife, except Rincon, who drew 
out his dagger. It fell to the two old 
men cloathed in bays, and the guide to 
ſerve about the wine; but as ſoon as they 
had begun to make an afiault on the oran- 
ges, they were all put into a terrible fright, 
by a loud knocking at the door; Monipo- 
dio commanded them to be all eaſy and 
quiet; and going into the hall below, he 
took down a buckler, put his hand on his 
{word, and went to the door; and with a 
hoarſe and frightful voice asked, Who 
was there? They anſwered from without, 
It 1s I, there 1s nothing the matter, Don 


Auen pedo, I am 7. argarete the centry of. 


this 
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this morning; and J am come to tell you, 
that here comes Juliaua Caribarta with her 
hair all about her ears, crying bitterly, 

which makes me think ſome diſaſter has 
| happened to her, By this time ſhe came 
| up iighing and ſobbing; which Monoprdio 
hearing, opened the door, and command- 
ed 247 ng to return to his poſt; and for 
he future, when he came to bring him 
any news, to do it with leſs noiſe; ; he an- 
ſwered, he would; and Caribarta came in, 
who was a young wench of the fame occu- 
pation as the other NO ladies; the came 
with her hair torn off F her hea: cl, her face 
fall of bumps; and as ſoon as ſhe got in- 
to the houſe, fell down on the floor in a 
w] oon; Ganancloſa ran immediately to nely 
her, as did allo Eſcalanta, and opening her 

breaſt they found it all black and blue; 
they threw water in her face, and ſhe came 
to herſelf again; crying out, The juſtice 
of God and the king lay hold on that 
thief and villain, upon that mean ſpirited 
coward, upon that nitty louſy rogue, hom 
have ſaved from the gallows 1 more times 
than he has hairs on his beard : O unhappy 

me ! fee for waom I nave undone myſelf, 
and on whom I have thrown away my 
youth, and the flower of my age, is it not for 
a cheating villain, a wicked, an incorrigib! C 
W etch! ? 
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wretch? Be eaſy, Carabarta, ſaid Moni- 
odio; for here am I that will do you ut- 
tice; tell but your wrongs; for you 
will be longer in relating them, than J 
ſhall be in taking revenge; tell me if he 
has not paid you ſufficient reſpect, for if 
it is fo, and you want to be revenged, you 
have nothing more to do than to ſpeak 
the word. What reſpect does he pay me, 
anſwered Juliana, you ſee I am helliſhly 
reſpected; could a hon uſe ſheep, or 
butcher a lamb worſe; and ſhall I eat again 
at the ſame table, or he in the ſame bed 
with him? may TI rather be choaked with 
crooked pins, than be uſed in the manner 
you ſee me now. Then taking up her coats 
to her knees, and a little higher, ſhe ſhew- 
ed ſeveral black and blue places; In this 
manner has the ungrateful Repolido ſerved 
me, though he is more obliged to me than 
to his mother that bore him; and perhaps 
you think that my deſerts merited all this: 
No, truly, it was no more than this, that 
he being at play, loſing his money, ſent 
me to Cabrilla his pimp, for thirty ryals ; 
and he ſent him but twenty-four ; and hea- 
ven knows the trouble and vexation I had 
to get theſe; I beg of heaven it may be] 
. diſcounted for my ſins; and in return of 
this courteſy and good deed, he, believing 
I had 


N 


| 
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I had kept back ſome part of the money; 


this morning he took me into the fields be- 
| hind the king's garden, and there amongſt 
the olive trees ſtripped me naked, and with 


his broad girdle, without pity or compaſ- 
ſion, whipt me ſo, that he left me for dead, 
of which true hiſtory, this fleſh of mine 
which you fee, 15 a ſufficient witneſs. 
Here ſhe began to roar out again; here 
ſhe begun to ask for juſtice again; and 
here Moni podio promiſed again, as did all 
the bullies there preſent. Ganancioſa took 
her by the hand to comfort her, ſaying, 
She would give, with a very good will, 
any thing ſhe had that was moſt valuable, 
that her lover had ſerved her ſo; becauſe 
I would have you to know, ſiſter Caribarta, 
if you do not know it, thoſe they love 
dearly they chaſtiſe; and when theſe knaves 
beat, whip, and kick us, then they adore 


us; and confeſs to me ſincerely, did not 
Repolido, after he had chaſtiſed and bruiſed 


you, give you one kind word? Not only 


one, anſwered the bewailing nymph, but 


2 hundred thouſand, and would have given 


a finger of his hand, if I would have gone 
to his lodgings with him; z and more, it is 


my belief, che very tears were coming out 


of his eyes after he had been beating me. 
There is no doubt of it, anſwered Ganan- 


P cioja, 
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cioſa, and that he would even cry to ſee the 
pain he had put you in; for it 1s the na- 
ture of ſuch ſort of men, in ſuch ſort of 
caſes, they have no ſooner committed the 
fault, than they repent of it; and you 
will ſee, ſiſter, that he will come to look 
for you, before you depart from this place, 
and ask pardon for what is paſled, 
and ſubmit himſelf to you as humble 
as a lamb. Truly, anſwered Moni po- 
dio, ſuch a cowardly coxcomb ſhall not 
enter theſe doors, it firſt of all he does 
not make a maniteſt ſhew of his repenting 
the fault he has committed, in that he 

_ dared to be ſo bold as to lift up his 
hand againſt the face and fleſh of Car:- 
Harta, being a perſon that for clean- 
lineſs and uſefulneſs, may compare with 
harta herſelf, who is here before us, 
than whom no one can be. more dear to 
me. At which Juliana ſaid, Don Monipe- 
dio, I beleech you, do not you ſay any 
thing againſt that good- for- nothing fellow, 
for though I have been uſed as I am, I 
love him at my very heart; for with Ganan- 
cioſa's reaſoning, my ſoul: is returned into 
my body, ſhe. having ſpoke ſo much in his 
favour; and truly I am ready to. go look 
for him. If you will take my advice, re- 

plied Ganaxncio/a, you ſhall not do ſo, be- 
| 95 cauſe 
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cauſe he will ſwell, and be puffed up like 
a drowned body upon it; be ealy, ſiſter, 
for you will ſee him in a little time come 
in ſuch a repenting mood, as I have told 
you, and if he does not come, we will write 
ſome verſes that ſhall ſour him. That's 
right, ſaid Caribarta; for I have a thou- 
ſand things to write to him. TI will be the 
ſecretary, if there is an occaſion, ſaid Mo- 
nipodio; and although I am nothing of a 
poet, yet I make account that if I tuck up 
my ſleeves, I ſhall be able to make two 
thouſand verſes in the twinkling of an eye; 
and if they ſhould not prove good ones, 
I know a barber, who is my intimate friend, 

and a great poet, that will give us our 
belly full of them at any time of the day; 
and now let us leave off this buſineſs till 
breakfaſt is over, and afterwards we will 
talk more of the matter. Juliana was wil- 
ling to obey her ſuperior, and fo every one 
returned to their ſoul's delight again, and 
in a little time they ſaw the bottom of the 
baſket, and the dregs of the leather bottleg 
the old ones drank ine fine, the young ones 
until they were agreed, and the ladies as 
long as they would: The old ones afked 
leave to go, and Monipodio immediately 
granted it, Charging them to come and 
give notice with all punctuality, of every 

3 2 thing 
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thing that might be to the advantage, and 
for the good of the ſociety. They anſwer- 
ed that they would take eſpecial care of 
that point. Kinconete being naturally inqui— 
ſitive, firſt of all aſking pardon and leave, 
aſked Monipodio of what ſervice to the fra- 
ternity thole two grave grey-headed per- 
ſons were? To which Monipodio anſwered, 
"Thoſe in our language or cant, are called 
Hornets, whole buſineſs it is to go daily 
about the city, looking out what may be 
ſtolen at night, and to follow thoſe that 
receive money out of the bank, to obſerve 
where they carry it, and knowing this, to 
mark the houſe, and number of the fami— 
ly, and to diſcover the moſt convenient 
Places to make holes, for the more eaſy 
entering therein; in fine, they are, ſaid 
he, a people of as much, or more ule, 
than any in the fraternity; and of all that 
is ſtolen, through their induſtry, they have 
the fifth part, as his majeſty has, of the 
treaſures; and with all Th they are men 
of great veracity, very honourable, of 

a good life and reputation, very religious 
and conſcientious, hearing maſs every day 
with uncommon devotion. There are 
ſome of them ſo courteous, eſpecially thoſe 
two that are juſt gone out, that they con- 
tent Wemioives with much leſs than they 
might 
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might fairly claim, according to our liſt 
of rates. There are two others that be- 
long to our fraternity, by profeſſion chair- 
men, who, as they are every moment go- 
ing into different places, are thoroughly 
acquainted with all the houſes 1n the city, 
and which will turn out well, and which 
not. All theſe things are much to my 
liking, ſaid Kinconete, and I want to be of 
{ome {ſervice to ſo famous a ſociety. Hea- 
ven always favours our good deſires, ſaid 
Monipedio. Whillt they were talking thus, 
ſomebody knocked at the door; Monipodia 
went out to ſee who it was; and aſking, 
they anſwered, Pleaſe Monipodio to open 
the door, for F am Repolido. Caribarta 
hearing the voice, lift up her's to heaven, 
Pray Don Monipodio do not open the door 
to that Tarpeyan ſailor, to that tyger of 
Ocana. Notwithſtanding which, Monipo- 
dio opened the door to Repolids; but Cari- 
harta ſeeing him opening it, got up, and 
ran into the hall where the bucklers were, 
and ſhutting the door after her, made a 
horrible bellowing within, crying out, 
Take this fellow out of my ſight, this tor- 
mentor and oppreſſor of the innocent, this 
frighter of tame pigeons. Maniferro and 
Chinquiznaque held Repolido; for he at any 
rate would have got into the room where 
= 3 6 Cariharts 
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Cariharta was, but as they would not let 
him, he ſpoke without; Be no longer an- 
ory, my dear, I beſecch you to be good- 
humoured again, ſo may you be married. 
I married! perverſe man, anſwered Cari- 
harta, look how the cat and dog agree; I 
know you would fain have me marry you, 
but I would rather be whipped to death 
than be wedded to you. Go, you foo}, 
cried Nepolido, let us make things ealy, 
for it is late, and do not think to take up- 
on you, and look big, becaule I ſpeak ſo 
mildly, and am ſo ſubmiſſive; do not raite 
my choler to the height, left your ſecond 
fall be worſe than the firſt; humble your- 
ſelf, and we will be all humble, and let 
us not give the devil any thing to dine 
on. But yet J would give him ſomething 
for ſupper, ſaid Caribarta, that is, to take 
you where my eyes may never ſee you 
more. I do not ſay ſo to you, ſaid Repo- 
lido, but I will affure you, madam, I ſhall 
look out for a parcel of good ſticks, and 
though I ſell none, I will give them awa 

by dozens. To this Monipodio ſaid, I will 
have no ſuch talk in my preſence; Cari- 
harta ſhall come out, not for your threa- 

tenings, but for my ſake, and all things 
ſhall be made up; For the fallings out of 
lovers is the renewing of love: Come, Juli- 


ana, 
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ana, my child, my full-face, come out hi- 
ther, for my ſake; for I will make Repo- - 
lido aſk your pardon on his knees. If he 
will do that, ſaid Eſcalanta, we ſhall be all 
on his ſide, and join in requeſting Juliana 
to come out. If this is to be done by way of 
ſubmiſſion, or leſſening of my perſon, ſaid 
Repolido, I would not ſubmit to an army 
of Stiſſars drawn up in battle array; but 
if it is at Cariharta's deſire, I do not on- 
ly ſay I will kneel, but I will even drive a 
nail into my forehead in her ſervice. Chi- 
quiznaque and Maniferro laughed at this, 
which ſo much angered Kepolido, thinkin 
they had made a jeſt of him, that he ſaid, 
with figns of exceſſive anger, Whoſoever 
laughs, or thinks to laugh at Caribarta or 
me, or what we have ſaid, or ſhall ſay, 
I ſay he is a har, and hes every time 
he laughs, or thinks fo to do. Chiquizna- 
gue and Maniferro gave him ſuch an ill 
look, as made Monipodio think, if this was 
not remedied; it would end but badly; 
and ſo putting himſelf between them, he 
ſaid, Gentlemen, let theſe high words go 
no farther, and if What has been ſaid fits 
no one, let no one take it to himſelf. We 
are very ſure, anſwered Chiquinaque, that he 
did not fay, nor will ſay theſe words to us; 
for had we imagined he meant us by . 
ä | the 


( 164 ) 

the rough muſic is in the hands of thoſe 
who know how to play it off. Repolido 
bluntly anſwered, clapping his hand to his 
ſword, If you are for rough muſic, have 
at you; for I think I know how to ring 
the chimes upon occaſion ; and already I 
have ſaid, he that laughs, lies; and let 
him who thinks otherwiſe, follow me ; for 
with a ſword nine inches ſhorter than his, 
I will make him confeſs it; and ſaying this 
he went towards the door: Caribarta ſtood 
watching, and when ſhe underſtood that he 
Was going out of doors in a paſſion, ſne came 
out, crying, Stop him that he may not go 
 & out; do not you fee what a furious paſ- 
„ ſion he is in, and he is a very Hercules for 
c yalour ? Return hither, thou world's won- 
der, and delight of my eyes.“ Then cloſing 

in with him, fe laid faſt hold of his cloak, 
and Monipodio aſſiſting her, they held him 
back. Chiquiznaque and Maniferro not 
knowing whether they ſhould be angry or 
no, ſaid nothing, expecting what Repolido 
would do; who ſeeing himſelf intreated by 
Cariharta and Monipodio too, turned back 
again, ſaying, Friends never ought to af- 
front friends, nor make a jeſt of them, eſ-— 

pecially when they ſee it makes them angry. 


| There is no one here, anſwered Maniferro, 


who would provoke any friend, or make 1 
ö ; | | Je | 
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jeſt of him; and we are all friends, and 
like friends let us give one another our 
hands. At this, Monipodio ſaid, All of you 
have ſpoke like good friends, and as ſuch 
ſhake hands together; which they did im- 
mediately ; and Eſcalanta taking off one of 
her pattens, began to make a fort of rough 
muſic with it; Ganancioſa took a new 
palm broom, which ſhe found 1n the houſe, 
and with ſcratching it, made a ſound, that 
though it was hoarſe and rough, agreed 
well enough with the patten; Monipodio 
broke a plate into two pieces, which he 
put between his fingers, and ringing one 
againſt the other, made the treble tothe pat- 
ten and the broom : Rznconete and Cortadillo 
being ſurprized at the new invention of 
the broom, for till then they had never 
ſeen it, Maniferro obſerving it ſaid, You 
are admiring the broom, ſhe plays a good 
ſtick; muſic ſooner made, and with leſs 
trouble, nor cheaper was never invented 
in the world; and I heard a ſtudent ſay 
the other day, that neither Negrofeus who 
fetched Oriſbe from hell, nor Marion who 
got upon the dolphin, and went to ſea, as 
a gentleman would do upon a hired mule, 
nor that other great muſician, who built a 
city with a hundred gates, and as many 
wickets, never invented a better kind of 
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muſic, ſo eaſy to be learned, ſuch a man- 
ner of touching it, ſo without keys, ſtrings, 
cliffs or notes, and without any trouble 
of putting it in tune; and by the lord 
Harry, they ſay that an Halian in this city, 
who ſets up for a very Hector in muſic, 
was the inventor of it. I believe 1t very 
readily, anſwered Rinconete; but let us liſten 
to the performance of our muſicians, for 
by Ganancioſa's humming, I ſuppoſe ſhe is 
going to ſing. And indeed it proved fo, for 
Monipodio had begged her to ſing ſome 
couplets of thoſe which were laſt made for 
their own uſe: The firſt that began was 
Eſcalanta, who with a ſhrill cracked tone, 
{ung the following: | 


For a red-hair'd Sevillian, the lord of my ſoul, 
My paſſionate heart is burnt up to a coal, 


Ganancioſa ſung the next 


What various deſires does Cupid impart, 
A ſwarthy-fac'd lover poſſeſſes my heart. 


And preſently after Monipodio making 
an extraordinary flouriſh upon the pieces 
of the broken plate, roared out.in a hoarſe 
voice i N 


All 


A 
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All the quarrels oy lovers ſoon end in good nature, 
Tho' their anger 1s great, yet their pleaſure i is greater. 


Cariharta likewiſe being unwilling to be 
ſilent, took another patten, fell to dancing, 
and accompanied the reſt ſinging : 


Hold, angry man, forbear your bad deſign, 
It's your own fleſh you beat, when you beat mine, 


Let us ſing the plain ſong, (I mean that 
without any diſcord) ſaid Repolido, and let 
us not meddle with old ſtories ; for what 
is paſſed, let it paſs, let us talk of ſome- 
thing elſe; there have been words enough 
to that tune. Their deſign was not to have 
left off ſinging ſo ſoon, had not they heard 
ſomebody Knocking at the door very haſ- 
tily ; upon which "Monipodio went out to 
ſee who it was; and the centry told him 
that he had ſpied at the end of the ſtreet, 
the alcaide, and before him come Tordillo 
and Cernicalo, neutral catchpoles. The 
company within hearing this, it put them 
in ſuch a hurly-burly and confuſion, that 
Caribarta and Eſcalanta put on their pat- 
tens the wrong way, Ganancioſa dropped her 
broom, Monipodio his broken plate, and all 
the muſic was put in a troubled filence, 
Chiquiznaque was ſtruck dumb, Repolido 

| | : Was 
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was aſtoniſhed, and Maniferro ſcared out of 
his ſenſes, and they all vaniſhed, ſome one 
way, ſome another, climbing up the raf- 
ters and tiles to eſcape i into the next ſtreet; 
never did x muſket fired on a ſudden, nor 
thunder unexpected fo affright a flock of 
careleſs pigeons, as the news of the coining 
of the magiſtrate, terrified and put in a con- 
fuſion this aſſembly of good people. The 
two novices, Rinconete and Cortadillo knew 
not what to do with themſclves, and fo 
waited quietly, expecting how this ſud- 
den ſtorm would end, which was over, 
upon the centry's returning to tell them, 
that the magiſtrate had paſſed by without 
any ſigns of ſulpicion ; and whilſt they 
were telling this to Monipodio, a young 
gentleman came to the door, whom Mo- 
nipodio brought in with him, and com- 
manded them to call Chiquiznaque, Mani- 
ferro, and Repolido, and not any of the reſt 
to come down; but as Rinconete and Corta- 
dillo had ſtaid below i in the hall, they could 


-* hear all the diſcourſe which paſſed between 


Monipodio and the gentleman, who ſaid to 
Monipodio, Why have you ſerved me ſo ill, 
in what I truſted to you? Monipodio an- 
ſwered, that as yet, he did ng know what 
8 ne! in that affair; but*there was the 
workman | in whoſe charge it was, and he 

5 would 
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would give a good account of himſelf. Chi- 
quiznaque came down, and Monipodio aſked 
him if he had executed the buſineſs that- 
was committed to him, of the fourteen * 
flaſhes. Which of them, anſwered Chi- 
quiznaque, is it the merchant in the croſs- 
way? The ſame, anſwered the gentleman. 
What has paſſed in this affair, ſaid Chiquiz- 
naque, is, that as I was watching laſt night 
at the door of his houſe, and he came out 
before prayer time; coming nigh him, I 
took a ſtrict ſurvey and eſpecial notice of 
his face, and found it ſo ſmall, that I 
ſaw it was impoſſible to place fo many 
Nathes in it; finding the impracticability to 
comply with what was promiſed, and to do 
what J carried in my deſtruction; Inſtructi- 
on you would ſay, Sir, ſaid the gentleman. 
I would have faid fo, anſwered Chiquiz- 
naque; I ſay, ſeeing the narrowneſs of, and 
{mall quantity of his face, that it would 
not. hold the propoſed flaſhes; becauſe my 
journey ſhould not be in vain, I gave a fine 
plump-faced lacquey of his, the fourteen 
ſlaſhes, and thoſe of the largeſt ſize. But, 
ſaid the gentleman, I had rather you had 
Swen the maſter ſeven, than the ſervant 


2 | fourteen; 
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was aſtoniſhed, and Maniferro ſcared out of 
his ſenſes, and they all vaniſhed, ſome one 
way, ſome another, climbing up the rat- 
ters and tiles to eſcape into the next ſtreet; 
never did a muſket fired on a ſudden, nor 
thunder unexpected fo affright a flock of 
careleſs piceons, as the news 5 of the coining 
of the magiſtrate, terrificd and put in a con- 
fuſion this aſſembly of good people. The 
two novices, Rinconete and Cortadillo knew 
not what to do with themſelves, and ſo 
waited quietly, expecting how this ſud- 
den ſtorm would end, which was over, 
upon the centry's retur ning to teil them, 
that the magiſtrate had paſſed by without 
any ſigns of ſulpicion; and whillt they 
were telling this to Monipodio, a young 
gentleman came to the door, whom Mo- 
nipodio brought in with him, and com- 
manded them to call Chiquiznaque, Mani- 
ferro, and Repolido, and not any of the reſt 
to come down; but as Rinconete and Corta- 
dillo had ſtaid below in the hall, they could 
hear all the diſcourſe which paſſed between 
Monipodio and the gentleman, who ſaid to 
Monipodio, Why have you ſerved me ſo ill, 
in what I truſted to you? Monipodio an- 
ſwered, that as yet, he did not know what 
was done in that affair; büt there was the 
workman in whoſe charge it was, and he 
| would 
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would give a good account of himſelf. Bi- 
quiznaque came e down, and Monipodio aſked 
him if he had executed the buſineſs that 
was committed to him, of the fourteen * 

laſhes. Which of them, anſwered Chi- 
quiznaque, is it the merchant in the croſs- 
way? The ſame, anſwered the gentleman. 
What has paſſed in this affair, ſaid Chiquix- 
naque, is, that as I was watching laſt night 
at the door of his houſe, and he came out 
before prayer time; coming nigh him, I 
took a ſtrict ſurvey and eſpecial notice of 
his face, and found it ſo ſmall, that 1 
law it was impoſſible to place fo many 
flaſhes in it; finding the impracticability to 


comply with what was promiſed, and to do 


what I carried in my deſtruction; Inſtructi- 
on you would ſay, Sir, ſaid the gentleman. 
I would have ſaid fo, anſwered Chiquiz- 


naque; I ſay, ſeeing the narrowneſs of, and 


{mall quantity of his face, that it would 
not hold the propoſed flaſhes ; becauſe my 
journey ſhould not be in vain, I gave a fine 
plump-faced lacque 2 of his, the fourteen 
ſlaſhes, and thoſe of the largeſt ſize. But, 


ſaid the gentleman, I had rather you had 


given the maſter ſeven, than the ſervant 


* fourteen; 


* The Spaniards often ins bullies to disſigure 
any one they have a grudge againſt, by cutting and 


daſhing them in the lace. 
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fourteen ; in effect, you have not complied 
with me as was reaſonable ; but no matter, 
the thirty ducats I left as earneſt, will 
make no difference: I kiſs your hands, 
gentlemen ; and ſay ing this, he took off his 
hat, and turned about to go away. But 
Monipodio laid hold on his cloak, ſaying, 
Stay, Sir, and comply with your promi. E3 
for we have complied with our's, with a 
great deal of honour, and even more than 
we promiſed; there wants twenty ducats; 
and you, Sir, ſhall not ſtir out from hence 
without givingit, ora pledge that is worth it. 
And do you, Dir, call this complying with 
your word, anſwered the gertleman, to fath 
the ſervant, when you ſhovid have flaſhed 
the maſter ? Sir, it anſwers the end very 
well, ſaid Chiquiznaque ; I think it is well 
done, do not you remember the proverb, 
that 8 He that loves Bertram, loves his 
dog? Well, in what manner can you ap- 
ply this proverb? replied the gentleman. 
Why, 1s 1t not the ſame, procceded Chiquiz- 
naque, as to lay, Ile that hates Bertram, hates 
his dog? and ſo Bertram is the merchant, 
you, Sir, wiſh him ill, his lacquey is the 
dog, and the llaſhing the dog is ſlaſhing 
Bertram; and now that doubt is ſolved. 
and explains itſelf ; for which reaſon there 
is nothing more to do, than to pay imm e- 
. diately, 
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diatcly, without any delay, or the leaſt men- 
tion of abatement. This I will ſwear well 
to, added Monipedio, and you have taken 
it out of my mouth, friend Chiguiznaque, 
and all that you have ſaid ; and 1o, Sir, do 
not ſtand upon triftes with your ſervants 
and friends, but take my counſel, and pay 
what is earned; and if you pleaſe that we 
ſhould give another flaſhing to the maſter, 
as much as his face can carry, make account 
that he is already under the ſurgeon's hands. 
If you do this, anſwered the gentleman, 1 
will willingly pay for both the one and the 
other, without any abatement. Make no 
more doubt of it, ſaid Monipodio, than of 
being a chriſtian; for Chiguiznaque ſhall 
mark him in ſuch a manner, as if he had 


been born with it. With this ſecurity and 


romiſc, anſwered the gentleman, receive 
this gold chain in pledge of the twenty du- 
cats owing, and of forty I offer for the 
laſhing to come; it weighs a thouland ry- 
als; and it may all be worked out, for I 
have a perſon in my eye to whom it will 
be needful before long, to give other four- 
teen ſlaſhes. Then he took off a chain 


which he wore about his neck, and gave it 


to Monipodio, which as to the colour and 


weight he ſaw was no deceit. Monipo- 
dio received it with a great deal of 


Q'2 pleaſure 
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pleaſure and complaiſance, becauſe he was 
extremely well bred; the execution was 
left to Chiquiznaque's charge, who only took 
that night to do it. The gentleman went 
away very well contented, and preſently 
after Monipedio called them that were ab- 
{ent, who had hid themſelves in holes and 
corners for tear of the magiſtrate. All 
came down, and Monipodio placing himſelf 
in the midit of them, took out a memoran- 
dum book, which he carried in the hood 
of his cloak, and gave it to Rinconete to 
read, becauſe he did not know how himſelf. 
Ninconete opened it, and in the firſt leaf he 
 faw was written, a memorandum of the 
flaſhes which are to be given this week. 

The firſt is the merchant in the crois-way, 
worth fifty crowns, received thirty on ac- 
count; Chiquiznaque to execute it. 

I do not believe, child, there 1s any other, 
ſaid Monipodio; go on, and ſee where it ſays, a 
memorandum of the cudgelings or beatings. 
Rinconete turned over the leaf, and on ano- 
ther was written, a memorandum of the * 
cudgelings or baſtinadoes. 

The cellar man that ſells clover graſs, 
twelve baſtinadoes, and thoſe well laid on, 


at 

The Spaniards are ſo ſpiteful a people, and yet 

ſuch great cowards, that if they have a pique againſt 

any perſon, they dare not revenge themſelves, but 
hire theſe bravoes to do it. 


— 
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at a crown each; received eight on account, 
the time allowed 1s fix days; Maniferro to 
execute it. 

This may be croſſed out, ſaid Maniferro; 
for this night I fhall diſcharge i it. 

Is there any more, child ? ſaid Monipodio. 
Yes, there is another, anſwered Rincofete, 
which ſays thus, The hunch- back taylor, 
who goes by the name of Gold Finch, {ix 
baſtinadoes heavily laid on, at the requeſt 
of the lady who left the necklace ; Deſmo- 
chado to execute it. I wonder much, ſaid 
Monipodio, that this is not diſcharged, with- 
out doubt, ſomewhat has happened to De- 
mochado, for it is two days palt the time al- 
lowed, and he has not ſet a ſtitch in this 
buſineſs. I met him yeſterday, ſaid Mani- 
ferro, and he told me the hunch-back being 
ſick, was obliged to keep within doors, 
which was the reaſon he had not executed 
it. This I believe to be true, ſaid Monipo- 
dio, becauſe I believe Deſmochado to be fo 
good a workman, that had it not been for 
ſo juſt an impediment, ere now he would 
have made an end of things of great- 
er importance. Is there any thing 
more than this, my little lad? No, Sir, an- 
ſwered Rinconete. Well, go forward, ſaid 
Monipodio, and ſee where it ſays, Memo- 
randum of common injuries. Rinconete went 


Q 3 forward, 


(174 ) 

forward, and found written in another leaf, 
Memorandum of common injuries; that is 
to ſay, * Blows over the face with viols full 
of ink, nailing of San Benitos and horns at 
people's doors, jeerings and ſcoffings, frigh- 
tening folks, Sc. What does it ſay under- 
neath? ſaid Monipodio. It ſays, replied 
Rinconete, Anointings with the oil of juni- 
per in the houſe of Do not mention the 
houſe ; for I already know where it is, re- 
plied Monipodio, for I am the manager of 
theſe trifling things; and there are already 
given, on account, four crowns, the whole 
is eight. It is very true, ſaid Rinconete, for 
this is all written here; and a little below 
it fays, Nailing of horns at Do not 
read, ſaid Monipodio, the houſe or where, 
for it is enough to do the wrong, without 
telling it publicly; and it is a great load 
to the conſcience, at leaſt, I had rather 
nail a hundred Þ horns, and as many San + 
Benitos, ſo that they pay me for my trou- 
ble, rather than tell it once, although it 
was to the mother that bore me. The 

executor of this, ſaid Rinconete, is Nari- 
* | |  guetta. 


* This is done to disfigure people. | 

+ Nothing raiſes the Spaniſh blood ſo much, as 
even the baremention of horns, ſothatnailingthem 
at their doors is the higheſt affront imaginable. 
A San Benito is a fort of a croſs worn by con- 
verted Jews, when they come out of the inquiſition. 
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guetta. This is already done, and paid for, 
ſaid Monipodio , ſee if there is any thing 
more; and if my memory fails me not, 
there ſhould be a memorandum of a fright, 
of twenty crowns, half 1s already paid; the 
whole community are to execute it, the 
time allowed, 1s the remainder of this pre- 
ſent month; 1t muſt be punctuaily complied 
without failing a tittle ; and it will be one 
of the beſtthings of this ſort, that has hap- 
pened in this city for many years. Give me 
the book, young man, for I know there is 
no more, and I know alſo that our buſineſs 
is very dead at preſent; but after this time 
another will come, and there will be more 
to do than we care for; for a leaf does not 
move without the will of God, and we do 
not oblige people to revenge themſelves by 
force of any one; but the worſt is, every 
man is valiant in his own cauſe, and is not 
willing to pay for the workmanſhip of the 
work, if he can do 1t with his own hands. 
It is very true, ſaid Repolido; but pray Don 
Monipodio, ſee what orders you have to 
giveus; for it grows late, and the heat 
comes on us apace. Obſerve your orders, 
gentlemen, ſaid Monipodio; you are all to 
repair to your poſts, and let no one ſtir 
from them till Sunday ; for we will meet to- 
gether then, at this very place, and will 
21 divide 
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divide amongſt us what we. get, without 
defrading any one. To Rinconete the Good, 
and Cortadillo, 1 give you for your dittrict 
until Sunday, from the golden tower out of 
the city, to the gate of the caſtle, where you 
may exercue your art; for I have ſeen others 
of lels abilities than you, go off with twen- 
ty ryals a day in {mall money, beſides filver, 
with one pack of cards only. This diſtrict 
Salvato will ſhew. you; and although you 
ſhould extend yourſelf unto St. Sebaſtian and 
St. Elmo, it is not much matter, although 
it is a rule amongſt us, that no one mult 
meddle with what does not belong to him. 
The two novices kiſſed his hand for the fa- 
vour he had ſhewed them, promiſing to 
do their buſineſs well and faithfully, with 
all diligence and circumſpection. With 
this Monipedio drew a folded paper out 
of the hood of his cloak, which contained 
a liſt of the fraternity; and ſaid to Rinco- 
nete, Put your name there, as likewiſe that 
of Cortadillo; but becauſe there was no ink- 
horn, he gave them the paper, that they 
might take it with them, and write their 
names at the firſt apothecary's ſhop they 
ſhould come to, ſetting down Rznconete and 
Cortadillo brothers, no noviceſhip, Rinco- 
nete a cheat, Cortadillo a cut-purſe, the day 
of the month, and the year, without ſay- 


ing 
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ing any thing of fathers or country. Whilſt 
they they were talking thus, one of the 
old hornets came in, and ſaid, I am come 
to tell you, gentlemen, that juſt now I 
met with Lobillo of Malaga, and he tells 
me, that he comes improved in his art, to 
ſo great a degree, that with clean cards, he 
can cheat Satan himſelf; and becauſe he is 
but in a ſhabby condition, he does not 
come immediately to regiſter himſelf, and 
pay his uſual obedience, but on Sunday he 
will be here without fail. I always hoot: | 
{aid Monipodio, that this Lobillo would be 
an excellent proficient in his art, becauſe. 
he has the beſt, and moſt accommodate 
hands for that buſineſs any man could de- 
ſire; for to be a good workman in one's 
buſineſs, it is as neceſſary to have good 
inſtruments to work with, as a good ge- 
nius to learn it. I likewiſe met, ſaid the 
old hornet, in one of the inns in the Dyer's- 
ſtreet, the Few in the habit of a clergyman, 
who went to lodge there, having learned 
that two Peruvians lodged therein, and he 
had a mind to ſee, if he could not clinch 
them in play, although but for a ſmall mat- 
ter, that there might ſomething come of it; 
he alſo ſays, on Sunday, without fail, he will join 
us, and give acount of himſelf. This Few al- 
ſo, ſaid Moni podio, is a keen hawk, and has 

a great 


(178) 

a great deal of knowledge; it is a long time 
fince I have ſeen him, and he aces not do 
well; but if he does not mend, I ſhall un- 
frock him, and let all the world know, the 
thief is no more in orders than a Zr, and 
knows no more Latin than my mother, 
Is there any more news? No, anſwered the 
old hornet, at leaſt that I know Of. Well, 
may 1t be in a good hour, {aid Monipedic, 
you, gentlemen, take this money, and di- 
vide it amongſt you all; there's forty ryals, 
and let no one be ab ſent on Sunday. They 
all returned him their thanks, and turned 
to embrace each other. Repoirgo Will Ca- 
ribarta, Fjcelanta with Mani! err, and Ga- 
namcioſa with Cliquignaque, agreeing that at 
night, after they had done the work of the 
houſe, they would go to dame Pipota's; 
where alſo Menipodio ſaid, he would- go to 
regiſter the baſket of linnen; but that firit 
he muſt execute the anoinring with the oil 
of juniper. He embraced Kinconete and 
Cortadillo; and giving them his bleſſing, 

ſent them away, charging them never to 
ſtay long in a place; for that would be to 
their diſadvantage. Salvato accompanied 
them, to ſhew them their poſts, putting 
them in mind not to be abſent on Sunday, 
becauſe he belived Monipedis was to read a 
lecture on their art, with this he went 
| | away; 
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away, leaving the two companions in ad- 
miration at what they had ſeen. Rinconete, 
though but a boy, had very good natural 
parts; and as he had aſſiſted his father in 
diſtributing the pope's bulls, he knew 
ſomething of good language, and could 
not forbear laughing to think of the words 
which he had heard from Monipodio, and 
the reſtof that bleſſed community; how they 
brought out Adverſary for Anniverſary, and 
how Caribarta laid that Repolido was a T ar- 


peyan ſailor, and a tiger of Ocana, inſtead 


of Hyrcania, with a thouſand other imper- 
tinencies, eſpecially when ſhe ſaid that the 
trouble the had to get the twenty-four ry- 
als, ſhe hoped might be diſcounted by hea- 
ven for her ſins. He admired much at o- 
ther things of the like nature; and above 
all, the ſecurity they were in, and the con- 
dence they had of their going to heaven; 
their ſtrictneſs and conſtancy at divine wor- 


ſhip, when they were ſo full of thefts, ho- 


micides and offences againſt God; and he 
laughed to think of the good old woman 
Pipota, who left the baſket of ſtolen linnen 
under care in her houſe, and went to place 


little candles to the ſaints; and with this 


ſhe thought to go to heaven, without peep- 
ing into purgatory: He was no leſs aſto- 


niſhed at the obedience and reſpect all of 
them 
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them paid Monipodio, being a clowniſh, 
cruel, and wicked fellow; he conſidered 
what he had read in his memorandum book, 
and the barbarous employment they all fol- 
lowed : Laſtly, he cxaggerated the careleſſ- 
neſs of the magiſtrates of that famous city of 
Seville, for ſuffering ſuch an inhuman and 
pernicious ſet of people, almoſt publicly, 
and he propoſed to adviſe his companion, 
not to ſtay long in ſo wicked and diſſolute 
a company; however, being carried away 
by his youth and little experience, he ſtaid | 


with them ſome months, in which time 
there happened things which would fill a 
large volume; and fo I leave him tor another 
opportunity, to tell of his life and actions, 
with thoſe of his maſter Monipodio, and 
Other adventures in that infamous acade- 
my ; all which are worthy of conſideration, 
and may ſerve as an * and advice to 


the reader. 5 MA 56 
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